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From the President

Dr. Jonathan C. gibralter
President
Frostburg State University

Every place has a story to tell. 

Jonathan and Laurie Gibralter 

In the mountains of 
Western Maryland, one 
of the greatest stories 
is Frostburg State 
University. For more 
than a century, this 
institution has served its 
surrounding community 
by offering educational, 
cultural and economic 
opportunities for people 
who want to build better 
futures for themselves.

It was FSU’s tradition of 
nurturing personal growth and 
success through education that 
attracted my wife, Laurie, and 
me to come to Frostburg and 
inspired us to make a $30,000 
commitment to the future of 
Frostburg State University. 
Since arriving here in 2006, 
we have met many students, 
faculty, staff members, alumni 
and local residents who help 
us know that Frostburg’s 
important story is one that 
must continue. 

Each leader wants to look 
back on his or her time 
at the helm and point to 
some accomplishment that 
says – “that is my legacy.” I 
want one of my legacies to 

be the creation of a robust 
and sustainable culture 
of philanthropy that will 
encompass this institution – its 
students and faculty – well into 
a secure and greatly enriched 
future.  

We are now at the beginning 
of one of the most critical 
junctures in the University’s 
history – the launch of a 
campaign to raise $15 million. 
To honor the past and with 
an eye to the future, we have 
named this campaign Staking 
Our Claim: The Campaign 
for Frostburg. It is an 
ambitious goal, but I’m happy 
to say that as this magazine 
went to print, we had already 
raised more than $8.6 million. 

I feel confident, with your help, 
that we will achieve our goal 
by our target date of June 30, 
2011.

As you read through this 
special issue of Profile, I ask you 
to reflect on what Frostburg has 
meant to you and your life and 
how you can have a positive 
impact on the future through 
your support of FSU. And then 
I invite you to join us in our 
efforts to ensure that Frostburg 
will continue to provide an 
excellent educational experience 
for all students, giving them a 
stake in the future. 

Stake your claim in the future 
of Frostburg State University.  
I wish you all the best.



The new Frostburg State University logo, 
designed by Assistant Director of Publications 
Ann Townsell, depicts a compass bound by 
dual swashes set inside a square, echoing the 
atrium of the Compton Science Center over 
the Foucault pendulum’s compass rose. 

Symbolically, the logo’s compass reiterates 
FSU’s commitment to helping students find 
a sense of direction in their lives that is 
authentic, life-changing and full of purpose, 
imparting the grounding sense of “true north” 
to steer them on their life’s journey, taking 
them beyond artificial boundaries set by 
themselves or society. 
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Staking Our Claim
Frostburg State University has embarked 
on a $15 million campaign to raise badly 
needed funding for higher education. 

Meet Bob E. Cat
Introduce yourself to Bob E. Cat, FSU’s only 59th 
year, second-semester junior. He’s hit Facebook 
and YouTube to stir up a little Bobcat spirit. 

Fighting Binge Drinking
FSU President Jonathan Gibralter 
has been honored by national higher 
education organizations for his efforts 
to de-emphasize alcohol as part of the 
college experience.

Alumni Give Back
In a new alumni tradition, graduates 
return every year for Frostburg 
Storybook Holiday, the Children’s 
Literature Centre event that transforms 
downtown into a wonderland for a day.

New Agreements in China
A trip to China last fall by a delegation 
of FSU officials has led to agreements 
with four Chinese universities to develop 
new partnerships for exchanges and 
collaborative research.
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Staking Our Claim
The Campaign for Frostburg

The rolling hills of Western Maryland are home to 
a longstanding and hard-working institution that 
serves as the premier educational and cultural center 
for the region. Frostburg State University brings arts 
and culture and much-needed economic growth to 
the area, and opens the doors of higher education to 
students from a variety of backgrounds. 

As budgets tighten and state funding becomes less 
certain, we look to members of our community, 
especially our alumni community, for support in 
continuing our efforts to provide opportunities and 
resources for all. Because ultimately, what benefits 
the University, in turn, benefits future leaders for 
years to come.

Last October, Frostburg State University launched a $15 million 
fundraising campaign, Staking Our Claim: The Campaign for 
Frostburg, which comes at a critical time in the history of the insti-
tution and of Western Maryland. A testament to the generosity of 
those who care about Frostburg, more than $8.6 million has been 
pledged toward this goal to date. 

This issue of Profile will introduce you to some of Frostburg’s many 
friends and alumni who recognize that their own altruistic goals can 
be achieved by assisting FSU in its mission. You will also see some of 
the programs their – and your – generosity supports. Together we can 
allow this institution to continue its tradition of transforming lives, 
enriching the greater community and helping its students forge paths 
to success. 
 

The Campaign for Frostburg
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Mel Malchensen M’81/M’93/ 
M’94, chair of the Old Main 
Society and a longtime member 
of the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors, laughs at a joke 
from B.J. Davisson ’81.

Quincy Crawford, chair of the 
steering committee for Staking 
Our Claim: The Campaign for 
Frostburg, emcees the event 
with Sam Griffith, president of 
the FSU Foundation. 

Alums and stalwart friends 
of the University enjoy their 
evening: Above, Lynda Lockard 
’65 and Dr. Brian Lockard ’65. 
At right, shown from left, B.J. 
Davisson, Jeanne Cordts, Ken 
Witmer and Nadeane Gordon.

Gladys Faherty ’55 shares the spotlight with 
student Emily Bennett, a recipient of the 
Wensel-Faherty Endowed Scholarship.

Recognition of donors was the 
order of the evening. Above, Philip 
Rodeheaver ’92/M’01, market 
president of First United Bank and 
Trust, and his wife, Sherry, who is 
investor participation specialist for 
First United, stand in the spotlight 
and accept their applause. 

Above from left, Jane and Carl Belt, 
a member of the campaign steering 
committee; Emily Caputo ’99; John and 
Rosalyn Balch; and Jeffery Metz, ’92/ 
M’03. Below, Laurie Gibralter intro-
duces the performance of the FSU 
Chamber Choir.

President Jonathan Gibralter speaks about 
his hope that a legacy of his presidency at 
FSU will be the creation of a robust and 
sustainable culture of philanthropy. 

Gala Launches 
Campaign in Style 
During Leadership and Homecoming Weekend 
2008, the Lane University Center’s Alice R. 
Manicur Assembly Hall was transformed into 
a glittering fairyland for a gala evening to 
celebrate the University’s heritage, to express 
gratitude to the its leadership donors and to 
look to the future by kicking off The Campaign 
for Frostburg. 

“When we entered the dining room at 
the Lane Center, we felt like we had been 
transported to a ballroom in New York,” 
Janice Keene, founder of the Evergreen 
Heritage Center, wrote after the event. 
“The lavender and blue color scheme and 
lights transformed the room, and all the 
details – from the program book to the 
napkins and centerpieces on the table – 
were perfect.” 

The gourmet dinner was punctuated 
by short presentations explaining what 
must be accomplished with the cam-
paign, as well as explaining the three key 
enrichment areas that are the focus of the 
fundraising. 

On this page and on those 
that follow, you will find 
the names of leadership 
donors to the Campaign 
for Frostburg. While gifts 
of all sizes are valuable 
and appreciated, these 
leadership gifts of $1,000 
or more are particularly 
important in advancing the 
mission of Frostburg State 
University and in making an 
immediate impact.

LeADeRSHip  
DOnORS 
July 1, 2004, to February 5, 2009,  
excluding bequest intentions

$1,000,000 OR MORe
Christian Appalachian Project 
    

$500,000 TO $999,999
Mrs. Nancy S. Beall & the Estate of 

Hon. J. Glenn Beall, Jr.  
Estate of Mrs. Kathleen Dailey Hill     
Estate of Mr. Ralph Race &  

Mrs. Martha T. Race

$200,000 TO $499,999
AstraZeneca 

Mr. Tony P. Zook 
Bayer MaterialScience      

Dr. Barry A. Phillips
Howard & Audrey Naylor Family Trust
State of Maryland  

Department of Housing & 
Community Development

$100,000 TO $199,999
Mr. Carl Belt, Jr. &  

Mrs. Jane A. Belt 
 The Belt Group of Companies

The Coleman Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Quincy M. Crawford &  

Mrs. Genie Z. Crawford     
Estate of Mr. C. William Gilchrist & 

Mrs. Jeanette Gilchrist     
Estate of Thomas P. Kapantais
Estate of Mr. Francis A. Kenney & 

Mrs. Lena Marie Georg-Kenney
Montgomery County Community 

Foundation
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*Deceased

$15,000 TO $24,999
Estate of Mrs. Eve Kristine Belfoure
Billy Bender Chevrolet Geo
Mr. James T. Brady &  

Mrs. Francine G. Brady
Carl Delsignore Foundation
Mrs. Bernadene R. Cooley*
Mr. Carey T. Fisher &  

Mrs. Mary Beth Fisher 
 State Farm Co. Foundation

Mr. Ralph E. Jordan &  
Mrs. Charlotte C. Jordan 
 Trident Health Resources, Inc.

Mr. Clifford M. Kendall &  
Mrs. Camille E. Kendall 
 Montgomery County Community  
 Foundation

Dr. Alice R. Manicur
David J. Markey, Esq.  

& Patricia E. Markey
Dr. Harry Stegmaier, Jr.
Estate of Ms. Marion H. Trevaskis
Dr. J. Hopwood Wooddell &  

Mrs. Karen B. Wooddell

 

$1,000+ DOnORS TO THe 
CAMpAign FOR FROSTbURg 
Fiscal Year ’05 to ’09,  
July 1, 2004 to February 5, 2009

Mr. Maurice Aburdene 

Ms. Kristin Brooks Aleshire 

Alexander and Cleaver Attorneys at Law 
Prof. Assoc. 

Mr. John C. Alexander &  
Estate of Mrs. Amelia B. Alexander 

Allegany Aggregates 

Allegany Arts Council, Inc. 

Allegany County Association Family 
Community Education 

Allegany County Chamber of Commerce 

Allegany County Public Schools 

Allegany County Teachers Federal  
Credit Union 

Allegany Medical Auxiliary 

Dr. Philip M. Allen &  
Mrs. Susan D. Allen 

Alliant Techsystems  
Mr. Terry Allen Barnes

Mr. Jonathan T. Alloy  
Wells Fargo Matching Gift Program

Alpha Delta Chi Alumni 

Alumni Association of FSU 

Alumni Association International, Inc.

American Honda Foundation 

American Strategies LLC 

Ms. Narda Rae Anderson 

Appalachian Regional Commission 

ARAMARK 

Archdiocese of Baltimore 

Dr. Susan Arisman 

$50,000 TO $99,999
American Honda Foundation
Appalachian Regional Commission
Mr. Alan W. Cavallaro
Dr. Joan DeVee Dixon 

ExxonMobil Foundation
Mr. Eric B. Ellis & Mrs. Gina Ellis
Loats Foundation, Inc.
The PharmaCare Network 

Mr. John H. Balch
Mr. Dan Riley
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Dr. Charles T. Snowdon
Mr. Dirk Vandenberg*
Whiting-Turner Contracting Co. 

  

$25,000 TO $49,999 
Allegany Arts Council, Inc.
Borden Mining Company
Chad & Mary Clapsaddle
Mr. Albert E. Clement &  

Mrs. Diane M. Clement
Emma & Paul Dailey Trust
Mr. B.J. Davisson, II &  

Ms. Krista A. McGowan
Mrs. Gladys Faherty
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

Mr. Russell W. Younkers &  
Mrs. Penny E. Younkers

First United Bank & Trust
Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter &  

Mrs. Laurie Gibralter
Dr. Catherine R. Gira
The Gordie Foundation
International Paper Company 

Foundation 
 Mr. W. Dennis Thomas &  
 Dr. Dawn F. Thomas

Mrs. Annetta Hamill Marshall
NewPage Corporation
Outside the Classroom
Mr. Frederick T. Powell, Jr. &  

Dr. Kathleen H. Powell
Mr. Mark E. Spates &  

Mrs. A. Lynn Spates 
 Freddie Mac Foundation

   

it was Quincy Crawford’s 65th 
birthday, and his wife, genie, wasn’t 
sure what to get him. “it’s really 
hard to come up with new ideas 
after all these years,” she laughed, 
thinking of the 47 years she and 
Quincy have enjoyed together since 
meeting in high school.

But Quincy made it easy for her. To mark the occasion, he told 
her what he wanted most of all was to honor his alma mater 
with a birthday gift that would literally keep on giving: a 
fully endowed scholarship to Frostburg State University for 
promising students with high SAT scores and an interest in 
leadership studies. 

And so the Quincy and Eugenia Crawford Scholarship Fund 
was born.

It’s an act of philanthropy that reflects many elements of 
the Crawfords’ memories and experiences with Frostburg, 

including their humble beginnings there as students, when 
working their way through school was the only way they 
could afford their college degrees.

“Both of us grew up rather poor, and we were actually 
discouraged from going to college because that didn’t really 
happen in our families,” Genie said. “Since we had to pay for it 
ourselves, Frostburg was the only place we could afford.”

“It was a scholarship at FSU, the one where they waive 
your tuition if you agree to teach for three years in the public 
schools, that enabled me to go to college and changed ev-
erything for me,” Quincy said. “We feel like by creating this 
scholarship, we are upholding a tradition of helping kids like 
that. Kids who are deserving, who are on the ball, but who 
have an economic need.”

Quincy and Genie also cite their lifelong friendships with 
fellow Bobcats as reasons they feel so connected to FSU and 
want to give back. 

“Some of our best friends to this day are people we met 
and graduated with at Frostburg,” Quincy said. “We attend 
an annual crab feast with my fraternity. We’ve gotten to-

gether for 40 years and follow each other’s careers, children and 
grandchildren.”

Many alums from the Crawfords’ era went on to fill notable 
leadership positions in politics, education and business. It was 
important to Quincy that the Quincy and Eugenia Crawford 
Scholarship Fund benefit students with the potential to go on 
and do similar things with their lives.

“I wanted to be able to help attract quality students to 
Frostburg who could end up becoming leaders in their communi-
ties and reflect well on the University,” he said.

The Quincy and Eugenia Crawford Scholarship Fund 
was the birthday wish of Quincy Crawford, chair of 
the Campaign Steering Committee. His wife, Genie, 
could hardly refuse. 

A Birthday Present That Keeps on Giving
By Becca Ramspott

To be considered for the Quincy and Eugenia Crawford 
Scholarship Fund, in addition to having an SAT score in 
the upper 25th percentile, the student must have a dem-
onstrated economic need and be interested in pursuing a 
minor in leadership studies. The focus on leadership is a 
specification that is also in line with the Crawfords’ other 
philanthropic interests at FSU, including their support of the 
Sloop Leadership Institute. Scholarship recipients get full 
tuition for one year, and if they do well, the scholarship is 
renewed, leading to a possibility of free college tuition for all 
four years. They will carry the distinction of being known as 
“Crawford Scholars.”

It’s a legacy in student enrichment that makes Quincy 
feel as if he’s helping keep the momentum going under FSU 
President Jonathan Gibralter’s administration.

“The energy and direction Jon has infused in that univer-
sity has been needed for some time,” he said. “I like what he’s  
doing and I like what’s happening. I wanted to help in some 
way.” 

Sam Griffith

bY SAM gRiFFiTH
President, Frostburg State University Foundation, Inc.

Welcome to this special edition of Profile, which celebrates the launch of Staking 
Our Claim: The Campaign for Frostburg and introduces you to some people 
who have expressed their own philanthropic goals through their support of Frostburg 
State University.

Like the founders of this institution, who knew that the only way to improve 
education in Western Maryland was to take on the challenge themselves, we are 
not satisfied with the status quo. We are not satisfied with Frostburg’s position 
relative to peers in the University of Maryland system. We are not satisfied with 
the decreasing percentage of our budget that is provided by the state. We are not 
satisfied with the size of our endowment, half that of Salisbury University’s, or with 
the percentage of alumni who support their alma mater, a percentage dramatically 
below the national average.

We are not satisfied with the “philanthropic health” of FSU, so we are doing something about it. Actions do 
speak louder than words and the time has come to issue the wake-up call.

We believe that under the leadership of our dynamic president, Jonathan Gibralter, our stellar faculty and our 
awe-inspiring location, Frostburg has the potential to become the university of choice for the state and eventu-
ally the mid-Atlantic region. Most of the key ingredients to realize these ambitious aspirations are already in 
place. What is missing are the financial resources necessary to accomplish the mission. 

We know that we cannot rely on (or control) our state appropriation or our tuition rates to cover the complete 
cost of an FSU education. Nearly all that remains is philanthropy. THAT we can do something about.

We are launching this campaign during challenging economic times. But our students and faculty need our 
support, and they need it now. Our founding donors sacrificed and lived extremely challenging lives every day. 
The time has come for us to pick up where they left off.

Rising to the Challenge KeY enRiCHMenT AReAS: 
The priorities of Staking Our Claim have been carefully crafted to support the 
strategic initiatives of the University, with three enrichment areas identified 
as the focus of this campaign: 

RegiOnAL AnD CULTURAL 
enRiCHMenT
Of all of the institutions in the 
University System of Maryland, 
FSU is perhaps most integrally 
interwoven in the fabric of the 
broad geographic area it serves. It is 
the economic, educational and cul-
tural engine of its region. Programs 
ranging from the Cultural Events 
Series and the Children’s Literature 
Center to summer athletics camps 
and College of Education outreach 
programs all enhance the region 
and further cement the ties to the 
institution that the community 
created. 

 

ACADeMiC enRiCHMenT 
Gifts to this campaign compo-
nent will help create the kind 
of academic environment that 
will help FSU attract the quality 
faculty members who can provide 
our students with the best educa-
tion possible as a large wave of 
faculty hired in the 1960s and 
’70s retire. In addition to offering 
salaries competitive with those 
of other colleges and universities, 
FSU must also create an academic 
environment in which new faculty 
members feel they can access the 
best tools available for teaching, 
pursue important professional 
development opportunities and 
build their academic careers.

STUDenT enRiCHMenT 
Gifts that support the “student 
enrichment” component of the 
campaign support, of course, 
student scholarship, but also 
student leadership development 
opportunities, like the Sloop 
Leadership Institute, volunteer 
opportunities, civic engagement, 
athletics and virtually everything 
not related to our students’ lives 
inside the classroom.
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*Deceased

Dr. Danny R. Arnold &  
Mrs. Peggy H. Arnold 

Associated Italian American Charities 

AstraZeneca  
Mr. Tony P. Zook

Mr. Dennis S. Baker &  
Mrs. Emalie Baker 

Mr. Benjamin A. Barry 

Mr. Paul E. Barry &  
Mrs. Rosalie Barry 

The Honorable Roscoe G. Bartlett, Jr. &  
Ellen Louise Baldwin Bartlett 

Bayer MaterialScience  
Dr. Barry A. Phillips

Beall HS After Prom Committee 

Mrs. Nancy S. Beall &  
The Estate of Hon. J. Glenn Beall, Jr. 

Nancy and Glenn Beall Foundation  
Mrs. Nancy S. Beall &  
Ms. Victoria Beall Muth

Estate of Mrs. Eve Kristine Belfoure 

Mr. Charles E. Bell &  
Mrs. Alice J. Bell 

Dr. Somashekhar V. Bellary &  
Mrs. Suma Bellary 

Mr. Carl Belt, Jr. & Mrs. Jane A. Belt  
The Belt Group of Companies

Mr. Brian R. Bergere 

Best Western Braddock Motor Inn 

Billy Bender Chevrolet Geo 

Dr. William S. Bingman &  
Mrs. Karen Bingman 

Robin L. Bissell, M.D. 

Mr. Raymond F. Blank, Jr. 

Dr. Edward G. Boehm, Jr. &  
Mrs. Regina E. Boehm 

Borden Mining Company 

Mr. Albert Borden, Jr. 

Dr. Thomas Bowling & Mrs. Nancy Bowling 

Estate of Ms. Evelyn C. Bowman 

Mr. William C. Bowman &  
Ms. Alison M. Combes 

Mr. A. P. Boxley, III & Mrs. Dale Boxley 

Mr. James T. Brady &  
Ms. Francine G. Brady 

Mr. Roy Buckheit & Mrs. Gi Buckheit*  
Mrs. Lynn B. Ketterman

Mr. William E. Bugg, Jr. &  
Mrs. Jane Thomas Bugg  
 State Farm Co. Foundation

Dr. Henry W. Bullamore &  
Mrs. Kari Bullamore 

Mrs. Martha L. Cadle &  
Mr. Aubrey Cadle 

Mr. Kevin F. Cannon &  
Mrs. Nancy D. Cannon  
 Novartis US

Carl Delsignore Foundation 

Mr. Alan W. Cavallaro 

CBIZ Benefits & Insurance Services  
of Maryland 

Century 21 

Mrs. Sharon C. Chaney 

Mr. William Chesno & Mrs. Lillian Chesno 

Christian Appalachian Project 

Circle Management Company 

Chad & Mary Clapsaddle 

Mr. Albert E. Clement  &  
Mrs. Diane M. Clement 

Coach Woottens Basketball Camp 

The Coleman Foundation, Inc. 

Columbus Zoological Park Association 

Dr. Gary Cook  & Mrs. Janet Cook* 

Mrs. Bernadene R. Cooley* 

Dr. Harold Cordts* & Ms. Jeanne M. Cordts 

Country Club Mall 

Mr. Quincy M. Crawford &  
Mrs. Genie Z. Crawford  
 Guardian Life Ins. Co. of America 
 Crawford Associates, Inc.  

Mr. Thomas N. Creamer &  
Mrs. Susan L. Creamer 

Dr. Anthony E. Crosby, Jr. &  
Mrs. Karen O. Crosby 

CSX Transportation, Inc. 

Cumberland Business & Professional 
Women's Organization 

Cumberland Valley SHRM 

Mr. Ronald G. Cunningham &  
Mrs. Mary Anne Cunningham 

Mr. Dustin P. Davis & Ms. Judith D. Davis 

Mr. B.J. Davisson, II &  
Ms. Krista A. McGowan 

Ms. Sandra P. Day 

Days Inn of Frostburg 

Mr. Samuel E. DeBone &  
Mrs. Sharon E. DeBone 

Mr. Dennis J. Delaney 

Delfest, LLC 

Mr. Jack Delgado &  
Mrs. Maria G. Delgado 

Mr. John R. Diamond &  
Mrs. Helen F. Diamond 

Mr. Matt Dickey 

Dr. Marc Dinola 

Dr. Joan DeVee Dixon  
ExxonMobil Foundation

DLR Contracting 

Educational Solutions Incorporated  
Mr. Richard K. Henning

Mr. Eric B. Ellis & Mrs. Gina Ellis 

Emergency Medical Service Training 

Emma & Paul Dailey Trust 

Mr. George R. Ewing &  
Mrs. Rosemary Ewing 

Mrs. Gladys Faherty  

Mr. Ronald A. Farrell 

Mrs. Toby A. Feddis & Dr. Robert Feddis 

Dr. David J. Fell & Mrs. Beverly Fell 

Fidelity Bank Hagerstown 

Fidelity Bank Frostburg 

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund  
Mr. Russell W. Younkers &  
Mrs. Penny E. Younkers

Mr. Thomas B. Finan, Jr. &  
Dr. Mary Kay Finan 

Mr. Thomas J. Finke 

Campaign Steering 
Committee
A steering committee of alumni and community leaders has been named to guide the multiyear Staking Our 
Claim: The Campaign for Frostburg, with its goal of raising $15 million by June 30, 2011. 

It is chaired by Quincy Crawford ’65 of Annapolis, Md., the retired president and CEO of First Financial 
Group, the largest privately held financial planning firm in the Mid-Atlantic region. Crawford, a leader in 
industry affairs, has been the recipient of numerous honors over his career, including the 2004 FSU College of 
Business Alumnus of the Year.

He is joined on the steering committee by Carl Belt Jr., Mary Clapsaddle ’83 and Kenneth Oldham ’98.
Belt of Cumberland, Md., is a Western Maryland business and community leader. He is president of the 

general contracting firm Carl Belt Inc., whose reputation for quality and well-managed projects has contin-
ued to grow under his leadership. He has also expressed his community commitment through his involvement 

with numerous charitable and civic organizations in Allegany 
County. 

Clapsaddle of Arnold, Md., is currently the legislative man-
ager for the Maryland Department of Legislative Services in 
Annapolis, her most recent post in a career focusing on govern-
ment policy and service. 

Oldham of Frederick, Md., less than a decade after gradu-
ation, was named president of the National Philharmonic at 
Strathmore. He is committed to the education of young and 
future audiences and to the promotion of the arts, yet still finds 
time to share his musical talent by teaching guitar.

The Staking Our Claim Steering Committee is also joined 
by members of the executive board of the FSU Foundation, 
President R. Sam Griffith, Vice President William Chesno 
’74, Secretary Lynn Fike, Treasurer Kenneth Kennedy M’72, 
Assistant Treasurer Joseph Pace, Gladys Faherty ’55 and 
Lawrence McKenzie.

Quincy Crawford

Carl Belt

Mary Clapsaddle

Kenneth Oldham

Jill Bochicchio

Constance Spates Memorial Fund 
Benefits FSU R.N. to B.S.N. Program
The late Constance Spates ’78 was, 
according to those who knew her, a 
nurse who went beyond the traditional 
limits for her profession, a mentor 
to young nurses, an advocate for 
regional health care and a truly caring 
individual. now, to continue to support 
the concerns she cared about, her 
children and their spouses have pledged 
more than $80,000 to establish the first 
scholarship to benefit students in FSU’s 
new bachelor of Science in nursing 
completion program. 

David Ramsey, a 
former colleague and 
friend, first met Spates 
when she and the late 
Dr. Fred Miltenberger 
were working to estab-
lish a regional trauma 
center at Memorial 
Hospital. Spates was 
well-equipped to 
navigate the political, 
administrative and 
medical hurdles in this 
and many other major 
projects she tackled, 
he said.

 “She really had a unique ability to understand the patient 
care side, as well as the administrative side” of an issue, Ramsey 
said. 

Her children say that since their mother passed away, they’ve 
learned more and more about the way her life touched others, 

especially those nurses whose careers she nurtured. At her 
funeral, they were approached by a woman who wanted to 
express how much of a mentor her mother had been to her, and 
what that meant to her life. “She helped me become more than I 
thought I could be,” the woman told them.

Those who knew Spates feel it is only appropriate that a 
scholarship in her name benefit those nurses who are trying to 
advance their careers through FSU’s R.N. to B.S.N. program. 

“Connie supported the advancement of nursing as a profes-
sion, including the increased role of nursing in medical care 
over the years,” Ramsey said. “She was a strong, smart, caring 
woman,” Ramsey said.

The recipient of the Constance Spates scholarship must be 
a registered nurse who lives or works in Allegany or Garrett 
County or contiguous counties in Pennsylvania or West Virginia; 
an essay addressing the applicant’s financial situation, profes-
sional goals and objectives and why they chose a career in nurs-
ing is also required. 

“Mom was a caretaker in her work and in her life. She was 
always looking after someone,” said Mark Spates ’82, who is 
funding the scholarship with his sister, Diane Spates Clement 
’84, and their spouses, Lynn and Bert. Constance Spates passed 
away in 2007. 

Clement said her mother was a role model for other women, 
especially other nurses, as she worked her way up through the 
administration at both the former Miner’s Hospital in Frostburg 
and later Memorial Hospital in Cumberland, now part of the 
Western Maryland Health System. Starting her career as a 
staff nurse, she retired with the ultimate title of assistant vice 
president of Ambulatory Care/Outpatient Services. All this was 
achieved in an era when women were rare in hospital adminis-
tration, Clement said. At the same time, she was raising her two 
children alone and working toward a bachelor’s degree, which 
she received 20 years after her nursing degree. 

$1.6 MiLLiOn 
AS OF 
2/12/2009

$2.1 MiLLiOn

FY 2009 gOAL

$15 MiLLiOn

$8.6 MiLLiOn
AS OF  
2/12/2009

CAMpAign gOAL

Guild Compton

Since the University’s history is an essential part of this fund-
raising effort, two new leadership annual giving societies have 
been created in honor of two past Frostburg presidents who 
played significant roles in FSU history, Nelson P. Guild and 
Lillian C. Compton. 

Guild led the institution through an exceptional period of 
growth and expansion in enrollment, facilities and new pro-
gram development through the 1970s and ’80s. The Nelson P. 
Guild Society recognizes annual donations of $2,500 to $4,999. 

Compton played a critical role in saving what was then 
Frostburg State Teachers College from closure in the 1940s. 
The Lillian C. Compton Society denotes yearly contributions of 
$5,000 or more. 

Campaign Looks to 
Historic Leaders  
for Inspiration

By Liz Douglas Medcalf

Constance Spates, in a photo 
taken soon after earning her 
nursing degree, was an advocate 
for her profession.
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First National Trust Company 

First Peoples Credit Union 

First United Bank & Trust 

Mr. Carey T. Fisher &  
Mrs. Mary Beth Fisher  
 State Farm Co. Foundation

Ms. Elizabeth I. Flake 

Mr. Eugene M. Flinn &  
Mrs. Barbara C. Flinn 

Rev. Dr. Donald D. Forrester &  
Mrs. Anne G. Forrester 

Col. Ronald G. Forrester &  
Mrs. Dianna Lynn Forrester  
 Science Application International

Mr. John E. Frank & Mrs. Frances Frank 

Mr. Joseph K. Franzak & Mrs. Jane Sutcliffe 

Frostburg Alumni Business Group 

Frostburg Baseball Alumni  
Mr. Gregory Pappas

Frostburg State University AFSCME AFL CIO 

Dr. Mark A. Gallagher 

Garden Club of Cumberland 

Mr. C. Phillip Gellner &  
Mrs. Hilda Elizabeth Gellner* 

Dr. John B. Genys 

Gianni's Pizza  
Mr. Joseph E. Crawford, III

Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter &  
Mrs. Laurie Gibralter 

Gilbane Building Company 

Estate of Mr. C. William Gilchrist* &  
Mrs. Jeanette Gilchrist* 

Dr. David M. Gillespie 

Dr. Catherine R. Gira 

Mr. Thomas R. Gira &  
Mrs. Laurie Gira 

Mr. Ellis G. Glime* &  
Mrs. Mildred I. Glime* 

Mrs. Joan L. Goodwin &  
Mr. Jerry A. Goodwin 

The Gordie Foundation 

Ms. Nadeane A. Gordon 

Ms. Dale E. Gorsuch  
Zurich N. A. Foundation

Mr. William H. Graves &  
Mrs. Barbara R. Graves 

Mr. R. Samuel Griffith &  
Mrs. Pamela Griffith  
 National Jet Corporation

Ms. Jane H. Grindel 

Ms. Connie J. Groer & Mr. John Groer 

Dr. Nelson P. Guild* & Mrs. Maggie Guild* 

Dr. Peter Halmos & Mrs. Iris Halmos  
SEI Giving Fund

Mr. Richard Thomas Hammond 

Mr. Dean Hancox & Mrs. Donna Hancox* 

Dr. William J. Hargis, Jr. &  
Mrs. Marcia Hargis 

Dr. Gloria J. Harrell-Cook 

Ms. Holly Ellen Harrington 

Mr. Walter Nathan Hedrick* &  
Mrs. Lois Williams Hedrick* 

Mr. Benjamin J. Heilman 

Mr. Paul E. Helm & Mrs. Rosalie Helm 

Mr. Richard K. Henning &  
Mrs. Barbara L. Henning* 

Dr. Cindy E. Herzog 

Mr. Martin L. Hickman 

Estate of Mrs. Kathleen Dailey Hill 

Mr. Rick Hill, Jr. & Mrs. Kelli Jo Hill 

Mr. Royal Hines  
PepsiCo

Dr. Joseph M. Hoffman &  
Ms. Beth W. Hoffman 

Mr. James G. Hollis, Jr. &  
Mrs. Mary Pat Hollis  
 AVIVA Life Insurance

Ms. Kathleen Knapp Holt  
Xerox Corp.

Mr. Charles A. Porter Hopkins 

Mr. John F. Horine & Mrs. Joann Horine 

Mrs. Bonnie M. Horman 

Dr. Gary S. Horowitz 

Mr. Conrad L. Hoska 

Hot Stove League 

Mrs. Nina R. Houghton 

Dr. Freeman A. Hrabowski III &  
Mrs. Jacqueline C. Hrabowski 

Mr. James Hubbard &  
Mrs. Sherry Phillips Hubbard 

Mr. Brian W. Hudson &  
Mrs. Sharon S. Hudson 

Dr. Paul P. Hunt & Mrs. Helen M. Hunt 

International Paper Company Foundation 
Mr. W. Dennis Thomas &  
Dr. Dawn F. Thomas

Jim & Sharon Jaklitsch 

Mr. John J. Johnson &  
Mrs. Cynthia S. Johnson 

Ms. Lorraine M. Johnson 

Skip Johnson Charitable Foundation 

Ms. Mary Louise Jones* 

Mr. Ralph E. Jordan  &  
Mrs. Charlotte C. Jordan  
 Trident Health Resources, Inc.

JR's Custom Screenprinting & Embroidery 

Ms. Virginia N. Judy 

Estate of Thomas P. Kapantais 

Kauffman Music 

Mr. Richard C. Keeney 

Mr. Clifford M. Kendall  &  
Mrs. Camille E. Kendall  
 Montgomery County Community 
 Foundation

Mr. Christopher L. Kennedy 

Estate of Mr. Francis A. Kenney &  
Mrs. Lena Marie Georg-Kenney  

Ms. Barbara L. Kreppel 

Dr. Joy Kroeger-Mappes

Mr. Michael J. Krois-Giocondo &  
Mrs. Carroll Krois-Giocondo 

Mr. William H. Kroll & Mrs. Mary K. Kroll 

Ms. Cherie A. Krug & Mr. Ron Krug 

Mr. Thomas Kurek 

Dr. Ronald Kyhos & Mrs. Mary C. Kyhos 

Ms. Henrietta M. Lease &  
Mr. Mark E. Halsig 

My wife, Krista McGowan Davisson ’82, and I 
became Frostburg students in the late ’70s, bring-
ing with us our intellectual capabilities, a disciplined 
work ethic and a desire to get ahead. We knew that 
you get out of life what you put into it, and we 
found administrators, staff and faculty who provided 
the right balance of challenge and support for our 
success. 

When Frostburg asked for our help as we began 
our careers, we tried to be available. We supported 
the Alumni Association and the Annual Fund early 
on, and my involvement in the Alumni Association 
grew – I was president in 1996. Through my career 
in higher education, I had developed an uncommon 
appreciation for both the challenges of financing 
college and the transforming power of a degree. The 
time came for Krista and me to show gratitude for 
what Frostburg gave us. Our thanks was a gift – our 
first significant one – of $10,000 for an endowed 
scholarship with a preference to students from our 
hometown region. 

The decision was easy. As students, we benefited 
from government aid, more plentiful at the time, and 

scholarships or sponsored aid programs. Like many 
classmates, we couldn’t have managed without help. 

Fast forward to 2007: I’m driving to my new 
job leading the FSU Foundation, University 
Advancement and Communications and Media 
Relations. Thirty years prior I was headed to sum-
mer planning as a freshman. Krista and I decided 
together that I would return to my alma mater, just 
as together we chose to ramp up our philanthropic 
support of our University. In addition to support 
through our wills, we committed $25,000 to the 
Campaign. Most will support Student Enrichment, 
particularly to build our scholarship fund, with sup-
port also to Academic Enrichment, Regional and 
Cultural Enrichment and FSU’s unrestricted Annual 
Fund. 

We have remained involved with FSU students 
since our own Frostburg days through Career Day 
and student leadership conferences, and we enjoy 
hearing from students who have benefited from our 
fund. We have been so impressed with the caliber of 
these young people. It is Frostburg’s students who 
motivate and inspire us to continue. 

Krista’s and my parents instilled in us the notion 
of giving to others. Saying “no” to an organization 
we care about is just not in our world view. As we get 
older, we grow wiser, and we start to think about the 
people, places and organizations that have touched 
our lives.

If you have not been asked to support the 
University in a compelling manner, your alma mater 
is asking now: Please, reflect upon the foundation 
Frostburg provided you, and express your thanks in 
accordance with your financial capacity. 

Join us in Staking Our Claim.

Why We Give
bY beRnARD J. DAviSSOn, ii ’81
Vice President for University Advancement    |    Executive Director of the FSU Foundation Inc.

Krista McGowan Davisson and B.J. Davisson, II

Beall Memorial 
Scholarship
By Liz Douglas Medcalf

When pharmaCare opened a new 
pharmacy in Frostburg in the sum-
mer of 2006, John balch, president of 
the pharmaCare networks, was ready 
to commit to its new community. The 
new Mountain Ridge High School ris-
ing within sight of the business on 
new george’s Creek Road and his own 
belief in the value of education made 
for an easy decision. 

After PharmaCare gave Mountain Ridge a computer lab 
in its first year, school officials suggested that a scholar-
ship would be a more beneficial gift in the long run. The 
J. Glenn Beall Jr. Memorial Scholarship, a full, four-
year scholarship for Mountain Ridge students attending 
Frostburg State University, was born. 

Balch chose to name the scholarship in honor of the 
late U.S. senator in recognition of the stature he held 
in the community, and that of his family before him. 

“Sen. J. Glenn Beall was a longtime friend and one 
of the most legendary citizens of Frostburg,” Balch 
said. Beall served as Maryland’s U.S. senator in the 
1970s and was a successful businessman and commit-
ted community volunteer. 

PharmaCare has committed more than $92,500 to 
cover the costs of four years of full in-state tuition and 
associated fees at FSU for a Mountain Ridge High 
School graduate each year. 

Sarah Fuller, a freshman at FSU who is the first Beall 
Scholarship recipient, learned of her good fortune 
graduation night. 

“When they called it out, I was a little shocked. I 

couldn’t really believe they said my name,” she said. 
But her family heard right, and they all jumped up and 
cried. Fuller’s mother, Kim Fuller, a single mom, could 
now stop worrying about how to put her daughter 
through college. 

While Balch and PharmaCare are not involved in 
the selection process – that is handled by Mountain 
Ridge – it turns out that Balch knew Fuller’s mother, 
and she was in his office the very next morning to 
express her thanks. 

Fuller, who earned other scholarships and works in 
the FSU Admissions Office to cover books and other 
expenses, is now able to plan for graduate school as 
soon as she graduates from FSU. She intends to major 
in early childhood education. 

Balch purposely did not seek a minimum grade 
point average as a requirement for the scholarship. His 
concern was that it go to a good, hard-working student 
and that it would be awarded every year. “In exchange, 
I hope they appreciate it and get a good education,” he 
said. 

Sarah Fuller is grateful and on her way to that good 
education. Her advice for other students? “Try your 
best. Get the best grades you can. It can affect you in 
good ways.” 

 

Sarah Fuller, the first recipient of the J. Glenn Beall Jr. 
Memorial Scholarship, speaks with John Balch, president 
of PharmaCare Networks, which funded the scholarship, 
during his recent visit to the FSU Admissions Office where 
Sarah works.

NewPage
NewPage Corp. made an additional pledge of $21,000 to 
the FSU Foundation in support of the NewPage scholar-
ship program. With this pledge and other gifts totaling 
$22,350, NewPage has committed more than $43,000 to 
FSU since the start of Staking Our Claim.  

Mary and Chad Clapsaddle
Mary Clapsaddle ’83, a member of the Campaign Steering 
Committee and the FSU Foundation Board of Directors, and 
her husband, Chad, have committed more than $25,000 
to support the Annual Fund and academic enrichment 
initiatives. 

First United
First United Bank and Trust has created the First United Bank and 
Trust Scholarship Fund, which commits $25,000 and will benefit 
full-time FSU students with academic ability who demonstrate 
financial need. 

Don and Anne Forrester 
Dr. Don Forrester ’67 and Anne Forrester ’67 have established the 
Shannon Anne Forrester Memorial Scholarship Fund in honor of 
their beloved daughter, to benefit Garrett County residents who 
are majoring in special education and elementary education and 
who plan to teach in Maryland.

Alhambra
The Wamba Caravan No. 89, Order of the Alhambra, donated 
$5,000 to FSU Foundation in support of the Alhambra ACIT 
Seminar on Developmentally Disabled Topics, as part of the 
Alhambra Endowed Fund. The fund benefits teachers and 
other professionals in the training of developmentally disabled 
individuals through FSU’s College of Education. 

Student Support Services
FSU’s Student Support Services established the Student Support 
Services TRIO Scholarship, which benefits a junior or senior who 
has been enrolled in the Student Support Services program for 
at least two consecutive semesters and has demonstrated an 
active role in co-curricular activities. 

Turnbull, Hoover, and Kahl
Turnbull, Hoover, and Kahl, a full-service certified public ac-
counting firm based in Cumberland and Oakland, has created 
a pass-through scholarship for fourth-year accounting majors 
who are full-time residents of Allegany or Garrett counties.

Also: 
A $15,000 commitment from the•	  Cal Ripken Sr. 
Foundation
A $15,000 gift from University System of Maryland Regent •	
Jim Brady and his wife, Francine
A $19,000 gift from the •	 Loats Foundation

Other significant gifts will appear in future issues of Profile.

Other Recent Gifts: 
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Mr. Kim Leonard &  
Mrs. Marion S. Leonard 

Lifetime Eyecare Center  
Dr. Jeffrey Poland & Dr. James Poland

Dr. Anthony M. LoGiudice &  
Dr. Maureen P. Connelly 

Loats Foundation, Inc. 

Dr. Brian L. Lockard &  
Mrs. Lynda T. Lockard 

Ms. Alma G. Logsdon 

Mr. Gary C. Love & Mrs. Susan Love 

Dr. John L. Lowe & Dr. Mikal C. Crawford 

Mr. John MacVeigh* &  
Mrs. Phyllis S. MacVeigh 

Ms. Melicent J. Malchenson 

Mr. Paul D. Malchenson* 

Mr. Joseph E. Maley 

Mr. Timothy J. Maloy &  
Ms. Renee M. Pelletier 

Bill Mandicott & Lea Messman-Mandicott 

Dr. Alice R. Manicur 

Dr. Thomas Mappes  

David J. Markey, Esq. & Patricia E. Markey 

Mrs. Margaret A. Marr & Mr. George Marr 

Mrs. Annetta Hamill Marshall 

Mr. Alfred E. Martin &   
Mrs. Claudia G. Martin 

Ms. Estelle M. Martin 

Mr. Robert Kenneth Mason, Jr.* 

Ms. Mae Louise Mathews* 

Mr. Brian A. Mattingly &  
Mrs. Connie Mattingly 

Mrs. Ruth B. Maxfield & Mr. Myles Maxfield 

Mrs. Marylane B. McGlinchey 

Dr. Constance M. McGovern 

Maryland State Arts Council 

Mrs. Nancy Menz & Mr. Bruce Menz 

Microenterprise Council of Maryland 

Ms. Candace Mitchell 

Montgomery County Community Foundation 

Mrs. Arlene Morey 

Dr. Raymond P. Morgan, II &  
Mrs. Merry C. Morgan 

Mr. Michael L. Mothersbaugh 

Estate of Ms. Cora Myers 

Mr. Joseph P. Naughton-Travers 

Howard & Audrey Naylor Family Trust 

NBC 25 

Nemacolin Chapter Trout Unlimited 

NewPage Corporation 

Mr. William Nizinski &  
Mrs. Delores M. Nizinski 

Mr. Gerald Wilmer Null 

Ms. Lee Ann O'Brien 

Dr. Evan H. Offstein &  
Mrs. Laura Marie Offstein 

Mr. Kenneth A. Oldham, Jr. &  
Mrs. Leilani Oldham 

Mr. Ward Orem & Mrs. Louise R. Orem 

Ms. Karen L. Ort 

Orthopedic Group of Western Maryland 

Outside the Classroom 

Mr. Joseph Pace & Mrs. Gwen Pace 

Mr. Bruno Peeters 

Mrs. Ellen Perlo 

Ms. Colleen Peterson 

The PharmaCare Network  
Mr. John H. Balch

Dr. Barry A. Phillips &  
Mrs. Marsha F. Phillips 

Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium 

Mr. Frederick T. Powell, Jr. &  
Dr. Kathleen H. Powell 

Mr. William E. Preston &  
Mrs. Patricia A. Preston 

Ms. MaryJo A. Price 

Project Support Services  
Mr. Phil J. Sutcliffe

Quanta Biosciences 

Mr. Ralph Race* & Mrs. Martha T. Race* 

Dr. Shakil M. Rahman & Dr. Huma Shakil 

Mrs. Nancy J. Reddish &  
Dr. Richard Peter Reddish 

Dr. Trina P. Redmond-Matz 

Mr. Brandon P. Reece &  
Mrs. Brandy R. Reece 

Rehab 1st 

Residence Hall Association, FSU 

Mr. Douglas W. Richards &  
Mrs. Deborah D. Richards  
 UBS

Mr. Thomas W. Richards 

Mr. Larry D. Richardson &  
Mrs. Diane Carter-Richardson 

Ms. Helen E. Rider 

Mr. Dan Riley 

The Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation 

Dr. Ken Roberts & Mrs. Margaret Roberts 

Mr. Thomas J. Rogish &  
Mrs. Marcia Rogish 

Dr. Edward L. Root 

Mr. David C. Rose 

Rotary Club of Frostburg  
Mr. Morgan McCormick

Ralph Roth, M.D.* &  
Mrs. Virginia Roth 

Dr. William D. Roy & Mrs. Carolyn D. Roy 

Mr. Richard Samuel 

Mr. Richard S. Sauer &  
Ms. Janice S. Keene 

Savage River Lodge  
Mr. Mike Dreisbach & Ms. Jan Russell

Scotts Brooke Construction 

Mr. Ronald Screen & Mrs. Dorothy Screen 

Mr. Stephen A. Sebo 

SECU of Maryland, Inc. 

Mr. Scott C. Shewmaker &  
Mrs. Emily Shewmaker 

Dr. Robert J. Shockley &  
Mrs. Patria L. Shockley 

Mr. Joseph Craig Short 

Mr. Craig B. Shumaker 

Ms. P. J. Siegel* 

Dr. Art W. Siemann & Ms. Mary Siemann 

Ms. Roberta S. Sigler 

Dr. Stephen J. Simpson &  
Dr. Lisa L. Morshead 

As the Alumni Association President, I’m very 
excited about what is happening at our alma mater. 
FSU has faced many challenges in recent years but 
has dramatically turned the corner and is clearly 
moving in the right direction as 2009 begins. I know 
that your Alumni Association’s Board of Directors 
is a diverse group of graduates, from the 1950s to 
recent years, from a wide variety of professions and 
experiences, who embrace and support the direction 
in which FSU is moving. The directors are united by 
their deep concern for FSU as well as by their keen 
desire to give back in thanks and appreciation for all 
that the University has given to them. 

The energy and enthusiasm articulated by 
President Jonathan Gibralter and the outstanding 
staff he assembled are indeed noteworthy from an 
alumnus prospective. There are many reasons for 
celebration. One key reason is enrollment, with 
5,215 students now attending FSU. Enrollment is 

up particularly among 
transfer students, and a 
much larger percentage 
of first-year students are 
staying for a second year. 
Another is the establish-
ment of three new bach-
elor’s degree programs in 
engineering, information 
technology and a nursing 
completion program, all 
created in direct response 
to regional workforce 
needs, while also responsive to the needs of the 
national job market – important academic initiatives 
in these challenging economic times. 

Of course, this isn’t the first time that FSU 
has faced a difficult economic environment. Our 
University was founded more than 100 years ago by 

An Appeal to  
Frostburg Alumni
bY COL. ROnALD FORReSTeR ’67
U.S. Air Force, Retired  |  FSU Alumni Association President

Ronald Forrester ’67

a tenacious community of individuals who, bit by 
bit, laid a foundation for an institution where many 
people, people like you and me, have found their 
futures. I know my four years at FSC and the quality 
education I received provided me the academic and 
leadership tools essential for a successful and reward-
ing career as a military officer and in my post-military 
career endeavors as a senior military analyst. 

Like many of us, I am concerned about the 
decreasing percentage of FSU’s budget (about 35 
percent today compared to approximately 67 percent 
the year I graduated) that is provided by the state 
of Maryland and the negative impact that the lack 
of state funds can and does have on the University’s 
programs. Additionally, I strongly believe we need 
to increase our endowment fund and the percent-
age of alumni who support FSU, a percentage that 
is dramatically below the national average for similar 
universities and below our peer institutions within 
the University System of Maryland. I believe we, the 
alumni, can make a profound difference by sup-
porting Staking Our Claim: The Campaign for 
Frostburg, which aims to raise $15 million to keep 
FSU moving forward. Through the generosity of 
alumni like you and me, significant strides toward 
this goal have already been achieved – but much 
remains to be done. 

Why should you support FSU? For me, the 
answer is simple. FSC provided me the education 

and experiences that transformed my life and enabled 
me to succeed personally and professionally. A key 
factor was an empathetic and nurturing faculty who 
cared about each and every one of their students. I 
was inspired, nurtured and encouraged to be success-
ful. I certainly want students attending FSU today 
and in the years ahead to have the same opportunities 
I enjoyed. 

For FSU to continue to grow, it needs our financial 
support now and in the future. I am sure you would 
agree that delivering an exemplary education primar-
ily on the “financial backs” of our students and their 
parents is not the answer. Therefore, some of the 
funds for sustaining and improving the educational 
environment at FSU and the breadth of opportuni-
ties available to students should come from alumni 
like you and me. Every member of the FSU Alumni 
Association Board of Directors supported FSU with 
his or her financial gifts last year. 

I encourage all alumni to support this important 
financial campaign so we individually and collectively 
can “stake our claim” in ensuring Frostburg State 
University’s bright future. I look forward to sharing 
the good news of FSU with you in the future. 

Legacy of Love, Brotherhood,  
Reflected in New Scholarship Fund
“i want everyone to celebrate my 
life, not mourn it. i have had a 
joyous 31 years of life on earth and 
i plan on living eternity in heaven 
with all my past relatives and 
friends. And i will continue to be 
reunited with family and friends who 
are still on earth now.”

 —Michael Schrodel

Before Michael Schrodel ’90 died of cancer in August 2001, 
he wrote a letter to his friends and family that included a 
special section to his daughter, Carmen. Whenever she missed 
him, he said, she should look up at the sky and pick out a star. 
That star was him looking down on her.

Today, Carmen is 10 years old, and she already has her 
sights set on Frostburg for college, just like her dad. And a 
constellation of support that includes Michael’s friends, family 
members and loved ones has established a scholarship worthy 
of his legacy of generosity and love. 

For the past 
seven years, 
Michael’s fraternity 
brothers in Sigma 
Tau Gamma, his 
wife, Teresa 
Schrodel ’93, 
and other enthu-
siastic volunteers 

have gotten together for the annual Michael D. Schrodel Golf 
Classic, which recently raised enough money to create the 
Michael D. Schrodel Scholarship Fund.

The scholarship includes a special preference for Sigma 
Tau Gamma legacies. It’s a fitting tribute to Michael and the 
strong brotherhood he shared with his fraternity, who stood 
by him when he was sick, doing everything from arranging 
rides for him to get radiation treatments to installing tile in his 
house so he could better maneuver his wheelchair. They also 
donated money to cover Michael’s funeral expenses.

“It’s these brothers who came to rally and help us during 
Michael’s courageous battle,” said Teresa Schrodel, who be-
came quite close to Sigma Tau Gamma and was named their 

White Rose Sweetheart in 1992. “It’s also these same brothers 
whom I call upon and I know are ready and willing to offer 
emotional and any other type of assistance to Carmen and me.”

Eric Dorman ’90, Michael’s Big Brother in Sigma Tau 
Gamma and an avid golfer, came up with the idea for organiz-
ing the annual golf tournament fundraiser. 

“I know for some fraternity brothers it’s an event they look 
forward to every year,” he said. “We even have people who 
don’t play golf but come to participate just for the camara-
derie. As time goes on, we get more and more busy and we 
forget the core of our relationship through the fraternity. This 
is the one time that we embrace that, and celebrate Mike’s life 
together.”

“While I would rather watch paint dry than play golf, I make 
sure to attend this golf tournament every year,” said Eric Udler 
’90, another Sigma Tau Gamma alum. “It’s a great way to keep 
in touch with so many fraternity brothers and raise money for a 
very worthy cause.”

In addition to funding the Michael D. Schrodel Scholarship 
Fund, proceeds from the golf tournament have also gone to-
ward the American Cancer Society’s Hope Lodge in Indianapolis, 
where the Schrodels stayed while Michael received treatment, 
Calvert Hospice and a Maryland 529 College Savings Plan for 
Carmen.

“Michael wanted to give back to those who helped him dur-
ing his illness,” Teresa said.

Teresa and her daughter also decided to celebrate Michael’s 

life by adding him to FSU’s Wall of Honor, where “students and 
faculty will walk by and see his name.” 

“Frostburg is where it all began,” Teresa said. “It’s where 
Michael’s parents met in the ’60s. It’s where he and I fell in love. 
Michael’s legacy will always be there. And I’m glad students 
will have some sort of assistance to help finance their education 
through this new scholarship. It shows Carmen what a wonder-
ful person her father was.”

The 8th annual Michael D. Schrodel Golf Classic will be 
held July 10, 2009, in Dunkirk, Md. Organizers intend to 
contribute to the Michael D. Schrodel Scholarship Fund 
annually. For more information on how to get involved, 
contact Teresa Schrodel at medartchic@aol.com.

Carmen and Michael Schrodel

Teresa Schrodel and her daughter, Carmen, now 10,  
visited FSU and President Jonathan Gibralter last  
summer to mark the endowment of the scholarship.

By Becca Ramspott
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Community Relations Program and Alcohol Task 
Force. The program’s focus is to build rapport and 
develop communication among FSU community 
members, including residents, business owners and 
students as a means to address concerns from all 
sides. The program will work in conjunction with the 
Alcohol Task Force to raise awareness of the dangers of 
alcohol abuse and offer alternative, non-alcohol activi-
ties for students. Students will be offered sessions on 
dealing with property managers, understanding leases 
and fire safety. Local residents will benefit from infor-
mational packets offering advice on fraud detection, 
solicitors and general concerns about student activity. 

Dr. Mark Gallagher, Department of Music, was 
awarded funding to continue operating the Savage 
Mountain Arts Academy, which offers a variety of 
summer workshops for high school students on cam-
pus. The offerings for summer 2009 include creative 
writing, wind chamber music, stage combat, choral 
and garage band institutes. Since the program’s incep-
tion three years ago, Gallagher and other staff mem-
bers have worked to provide arts enrichment through-
out the region. 

Music majors will also benefit from the award given 
to Dr. Joan DeVee Dixon, also from the Department 

of Music, for the 2009 residency by composer Carol 
Barnett. Barnett’s residency will be the first by a 
composer since Emma Lou Diemer visited FSU in 
2001. The University Chorale will perform Barnett’s 
“Bluegrass Mass” during its May 3 concert and the 
Wind Ensemble will perform her works at its May 
10 concert. “Bluegrass Mass” has been hailed as 
an American Chorale masterwork by the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Bluegrass musicians and 
faculty members Greg Latta and Sally Stephenson will 
work in partnership during the program. 

Finally, for students who aspire to leadership, Amy 
Carter, from Student and Community Involvement, 
was awarded funding for the Office of Leadership 
and Civic Engagement, newly formed by merging the 
Center for Volunteerism and National Service and the 
Leadership Program (see story page 24). Goals include 
promoting among students the relationship between 
leadership and action, local engagement and global 
awareness, and volunteerism and social justice. The 
department also plans to host guest speakers for pro-
grams, including a new group called “Men Can Stop 
Rape,” as well as expanding Alternative Break options. 

The Foundation and the University also worked to 
find alternate funding sources for the other proposals. 

Mr. Thomas G. Slater &  
Mrs. Anne B. Slater 

Dr. Richard Sloop, Sr.* & Mrs. Jane Sloop  
Mrs. Camilla J. Myers &  
 Mr. David A. Myers 
Mr. Richard Carlton Sloop, Jr.

Smileys Fun Zone  
Family Entertainment Center 

Smith Brothers Corporation 

Estate of Mr. F. Perry Smith, Jr. 

Ms. Ursula H. Smith 

David & Kathy Snyder 

Dr. Karen A. Soderberg-Sarnaker &  
Mr. Benedict Sarnaker 

South Cumberland Business & Civic 
Association 

Mr. Stephen M. Spahr 

Spalding Baseball 

Mr. Mark E. Spates  & Mrs. A. Lynn Spates  
Freddie Mac Foundation

Mrs. Patricia C. Spiker 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church  
The Estate of Mortimer C. &  
Elizabeth Ann Schaidt

State of Maryland Dept. of Housing &  
Community Development 

Dr. Harry Stegmaier, Jr. 

Mr. Mark Wilson Steiner 

Mrs. Jo Ann Smith Stoddard &  
Mr. Harry Stoddard 

Mr. Paul Christian Sullivan 

Susquehanna Bank  

Mr. Jason Sweitzer & Mrs. Alison Sweitzer 

Mr. Thayer Talcott, Jr. 

Dr. Francis M. Tam &  
Ms. Margaret M. Tam 

The Honorable Casper R. Taylor, Jr. &  
Mrs. Mary L. Polly Taylor 

Team One 

Ms. Theresa Testoni  
Northrop Grumman Foundation

Dr. Judith Thelen 

Thomas J. Kurek, Inc. 

Mrs. Theresa M. Timme &  
Mr. William F. Timme 

Mr. William Kyle Timme 

Mr. John P. Tobiason &  
Mrs. Julie M. Tobiason 

Ms. Teri H. Tossounian 

Estate of Ms. Marion H. Trevaskis 

Tri State Hand and Occupational Therapy 
Dr. Bryan Wodaski &  
Mrs. Debra Stout Wodaski

Turnbull, Hoover and Kahl, P.A. 

Mr. Larry Glenn Tyree & Mrs. Judy Tyree 

University of Wisconsin-Madison  
Dr. Charles T. Snowdon

Dr. William J. Vail 

Mr. Dirk Vandenberg* 

Mrs. Louise B. VanMeter 

Verizon 

Mr. Armand J. Volta, Jr. & Ms. Debra Volta 

Wal-Mart Store #2027 

Mr. John E. Walker  &  
Mrs. Janice L. Walker 

Ms. Anne E. Wallace* 

Dr. Robert B. Wallace &  
Mrs. Betty J. Wallace 

Mr. William Wallace &  
Mrs. Sallie B. Wallace  
 World Vision

Wamba Caravan 89 Order of the Alhambra 

Dr. Elliot A. Weiner 

Ms. Frances G. Wells 

Western Maryland Health System 

Mr. Tim Wheeler 

White Rose Alumni Association, Inc.  
Mrs. Teresa Marie Schrodel

Col. Donald J. White & Dr. Janet White 

Dr. George W. White 

Whiting-Turner Contracting Co. 

Mr. Jonathan S. Wickert 

Windsor Hall at Town Centre 

Kenneth D. Witmer, Jr., Ph.D. &  
Ms. Nancy Witmer 

Dr. Oliver B. Wittig, Jr. & Mrs. Janet Wittig 

Wolff Orthopedics & Sports Medicine PA 
Dr. Gregg G. Wolff

Mr. Benny V. Wolford &  
Mrs. Virginia T. Wolford 

William T. Wood, Esq. &  
Mrs. Marie R. Wood 

Dr. J. Hopwood Wooddell &  
Mrs. Karen B. Wooddell 

Mr. Donald Workman &  
The Hon. Betty Workman 

Workmeister Insurance Agency, Inc. 

Mr. Anthony P. Zook &  
Mrs. Patricia M. Zook 

Mr. Eugene S. Zumpano &  
Mrs. Pamela B. Zumpano

For the first time in the University’s 
history, the FSU Foundation last 
fall made $41,500 available from 
unrestricted gift revenues to help 
fund new projects and programs of 
study. Faculty and staff submitted 
47 proposals, seeking more than 
$320,000. The FSUF board of Directors 
granted funding to a number of 
programs designed to enhance 
student learning. 

From the Department of Geography, Dr. Phil Allen 
and Dr. David Arnold were awarded funding for 
the Undergraduate Expedition to Alaska Project. The 
project is designed to examine how the ecological 
and geomorphologic systems have responded to past 
climate fluctuations. Allen and Arnold hope to take 
FSU students to the field location on the Colville 
River Delta of the Northern Slope of Alaska.

“One of the key goals of the project is to foster 
and develop educational partnerships with schools 
and colleges in the Alaskan high Arctic. The involve-
ment between FSU and the indigenous populations is 
expected to cultivate and develop a relationship where 
FSU students will be exposed to the culture and life-
styles of the Inupiaq people,” Allen says. 

In an effort to bolster the FSU Foundation’s fund-
raising efforts, Micheal McAlexander, from the 
Department of Mass Communications, was awarded 
funds for the development and production of an 
alumni giving promotional video. The video will rec-

ognize exceptional alumni supporters and introduce 
them to the alumni community, faculty, staff and the 
student body. The production will feature interviews 
with FSU’s top alumni supporters and highlight 
their rise to success and their reasons for maintain-
ing exceptional levels of support to the University. 
The video will also feature scenes of current and past 
student life edited with images from the University’s 
history, all set to music. McAlexander will produce 
and direct the video. 

Supporting the Frostburg business district as well as 
the student body, Dr. Kara Rogers Thomas, asso-
ciate professor of Folklore and Sociology, and staff 
member Valerie Fritz were awarded funds to create 
the Mountain City 
Traditional Arts Store 
planned for Main 
Street. The vision is 
to create an experi-
ential educational 
and retail venue to 
teach, showcase and 
sell traditional art 
forms and hand-made 
products from the 
mountain region. FSU students will help document 
the traditional arts in process. Kiosks will offer more 
information and a short video describing the artists 
and their work. Mountain City Traditional Arts will 
be a joint venture between the Allegany Arts Council, 
the Frostburg First Main Street Program, the FSU 
Folklore and Folklife Program and the Council of the 
Alleghenies. 

Dr. Jesse Ketterman, from Student and Educa-
tional Services, was awarded funding to develop the 

Foundation Funds  
New Projects
By Brian Patton ’09

Gibralter 2.0

“Blog from the ’BURG” Builds  
Connections with FSU President

Friends and fans of Frostburg from around the world now have a new way to connect to FSU on the Web: This fall, FSU 
President Jonathan Gibralter launched “Blog from the ’BURG,” the University’s latest effort to share insights and updates with 
the public.

“’On Blog From the ’BURG,’ you can post comments and share your thoughts with me as part of a larger community conversa-
tion about FSU and how things are going,” Gibralter said.

According to Google Analytics, “Blog from the ’BURG” Web pages have been viewed over 3,200 times since the blog’s 
launch in September, with visitors from 24 different countries and territories, including Japan, India, Germany and the United 
Kingdom. 

The accessibility the blog provides to readers around the world came in handy when FSU sent a University delegation to 
China in October, and the campus community was able to follow the trip’s progress online (see story page 22).

“I particularly like the fact that the blog provides real-time connections,” Gibralter said. 
“Blog from the ’BURG” also expanded possibilities to reach out to the FSU alumni and the FSU student body. Donors and 

other friends of the University can keep track of the University’s fundraising campaign progress by checking out a thermometer 
graphic on the blog, where updates on numbers are posted weekly. 

The blog received a variety of comments from student viewers when Gibralter posted content about the importance of vot-
ing in the November election and his views on underage drinking.

Check out “Blog from the ’BURG” at blogfromtheburg.blogspot.com.     —BR

GotFrostburg? Golf Tournament Benefits FSU 
GotFrostburg?, an independent business network-
ing group of FSU alumni, held a golf tournament 
in October 2007 that raised $2,000 for the FSU 
Foundation. Shown from left are Siobhan Tabor 
’87, Pat Friel ’88, Keith Duncan ’93 and Brian 
McMearty ’87. Alumni are invited to join them at 
two future events, their second golf tournament at 
Cross Creek Golf Club in Beltsville, Md., on May 14 
and Back to School II in Frostburg July 17 to 19. 
GotFrostburg? is separate from, but supportive of, 
FSU. 
For more information, visit www.gotfrostburg.com.

Dr. Mark Gallagher conducts a clarinet quintet 
during the Savage Mountain Arts Academy last 
summer, a series of arts workshops for high 
school students. Gallagher sought one of the 
FSU Foundation grants, offered for the first time 
this year to support projects that met the goals 
of student, academic or regional and cultural 
enrichment. Support of the FSU Annual Fund will 
help make similar projects possible in the future.
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LiFeTiMe giFTS OF $10,000 
OR MORe 
As of February 5, 2009 

Mr. Maurice Aburdene

AES Warrior Run, Inc.

Allegany Arts Council, Inc.

Allegany County Association Family 
Community Education

Allegany County Chamber of Commerce

Allegany County Commissioners

Allegany County Council of PTA's

Allegany County Teachers Federal  
Credit Union

Allegany Garrett County Sportsman

Allegheny Energy, Inc.

Dr. Philip M. Allen & Mrs. Susan D. Allen

Alpha Delta Chi Alumni

Alumni Association International, Inc. 

American Honda Foundation

American Legion Farrady Post #24

AmVets Post 11

Appalachian Regional Commission

Archdiocese of Baltimore

Associated Italian American Charities

AstraZeneca 
Mr. Tony P. Zook

Ms. Brenda S. Baker

Mr. Paul E. Barry* & Mrs. Betty Barry*

The Hon. Roscoe G. Bartlett, Jr. &  
Ellen Louise Baldwin Bartlett

Bayer MaterialScience 
Dr. Barry A. Phillips

Mrs. Nancy S. Beall &  
The Estate of Hon. J. Glenn Beall, Jr.

Mrs. Margaret S. Beall*

Estate of Mrs. Eve Kristine Belfoure

Mr. Carl Belt, Jr. & Mrs. Jane A. Belt 
The Belt Group of Companies

Best Western Braddock Motor Inn

Billy Bender Chevrolet Geo

Dr. William S. Bingman &  
Mrs. Karen Bingman

Black Student Alliance

Dr. Edward G. Boehm, Jr. &  
Mrs. Regina E. Boehm

Borden Mining Company

Estate of Ms. Evelyn C. Bowman

Mr. A. P. Boxley, III & Mrs. Dale Boxley

Mr. James T. Brady &  
Ms. Francine G. Brady

Mr. Richard A. Brindle, Jr. &  
Mrs. Deanna Russell Brindle

Mr. Joseph Brock

Mr. Russell V. Brodine* &  
Mrs. Virginia W. Brodine

Dr. Alvin C. Broyles*

Mr. Roy Buckheit & Mrs. Gi Buckheit* 
Mrs. Lynn B. Ketterman

Mr. William E. Bugg, Jr. &  
Mrs. Jane Thomas Bugg 
 State Farm Co. Foundation

Ms. Edith Bullamore*

Dr. Henry W. Bullamore &  
Mrs. Kari Bullamore

Mrs. Martha L. Cadle & Mr. Aubrey Cadle

Carl Delsignore Foundation

Mr. Alan W. Cavallaro

Ms. Carole L. Cavallaro

Dr. Joseph W. Cavallaro &  
Mrs. Harriet Cavallaro

Mrs. Sharon C. Chaney

Chessie Federal Credit Union

Christian Appalachian Project

Chad & Mary Clapsaddle

Mr. Albert E. Clement &  
Mrs. Diane M. Clement

The Coleman Foundation, Inc.

Columbia Energy Group

Columbia Gas of Maryland

Contemporary Services Corporation

Mrs. Bernadene R. Cooley*

Mr. Ken Corday

Mr. John J. Coyle, Jr. & Ms. Susan B. Coyle

Mr. Quincy M. Crawford &  
Mrs. Genie Z. Crawford 
 Guardian Life Ins. Co. of America

Cumberland Lions Foundation

Cumberland Times-News
Ms. Suzanne McGrath Dale*

Dr. John Damoulakis

Mr. B.J. Davisson, II &  
Ms. Krista A. McGowan

Mr. James A. Deininger &  
Mrs. Beverly Deininger

Dr. Joan DeVee Dixon 
ExxonMobil Foundation

Dynamark Security Centers

Mr. Gary M. Easton

Dr. Jonathan Eckhart* &  
Mrs. Sue Eckhart

Mr. Eric B. Ellis & Mrs. Gina Ellis

Emma & Paul Dailey Trust

Enterprise Rent-A-Car Company

Mrs. Gladys Faherty 

Mr. Frank A. Farano & Mrs. Peg Farano

Farmers & Mechanics National Bank

Dr. David J. Fell & Mrs. Beverly Fell

Fidelity Bank

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund  
Mr. Russell W. Younkers &  
Ms. Penny E. Younkers

Mr. Thomas B. Finan, Jr. &  
Dr. Mary Kay Finan

Mr. Thomas J. Finke

First United Bank & Trust

Mrs. Charlotte Fischer

Mr. Carey T. Fisher &  
Mrs. Mary Beth Fisher 
 State Farm Co. Foundation

Mr. Melvin E. Fiske

Mr. Eugene M. Flinn &  
Mrs. Barbara C. Flinn

Rev. Dr. Donald D. Forrester &  
Mrs. Anne G. Forrester

Garden Club of Cumberland

ties from Nov. 3 through Nov. 12 that included free 
biomedical screenings to help students learn more 
about “CHILL factors,” such as body composition, 
blood pressure and lipid screenings. The goal of the 
screenings was to identify students with significant 
health situations that “they otherwise would not have 
been aware of and then initiate follow-up, including 
interventions and education to improve their health 
status,” said Mary Tola, director of the Brady Health 
Center and a key organizer of the programming.

During CHILLVILLE, the campus community 
was also invited to take charge of its mental health 
activities organized by the student organization, 
Active Minds, including “Shout Out, CHILL Out!” 
on Nov. 6, an invitation for people to meet at the 
FSU Clock Tower and collectively scream to let off 
steam. Those who decided to shout it all out were 
then treated to relaxation and meditation activities at 
the Lane University Center. The Student Government 
Association also got involved in CHILLVILLE 
by holding a “Still CHILL and Ballin’ Dodgeball 
Tournament” Nov. 11. CHILLVILLE also drew 
together over 30 local and campus organizations for a 
Wellness Vendor Fair on campus Nov. 4.

“CHILLVILLE was an amazing time on campus 
where many Bobcats came together to underscore 

the importance of balance and wellness in our lives,” 
Baer said. “We had over 600 people come to our vari-
ous programs to learn how they can integrate wellness 
effortlessly into their daily routines.”

And the momentum isn’t slowing down anytime 
soon. Baer is already organizing new activities for the 
spring semester and plans to conduct free biomedical 
screenings again with the help of local health profes-
sionals and Brady Health Center staff. A new, interac-
tive Wellness Web site for FSU students is tentatively 
slated to launch in early February. Baer is also inter-
ested in harnessing the power of online social com-
munities to reach out to students, including videos 
featuring FSU’s newest online celebrity, Bob E. Cat 
(see story page 25).

“It is my ultimate and long-term goal to have CHILL 
become a part of the cultural shift that is taking place 
here at Frostburg State,” Baer said, noting that 25 per-
cent of the student population has already participated 
in CHILL activities. “This campus is on the cusp of such 
amazing changes and directions.” 

FSU Fostering Campus-wide 
Wellness Through CHILL
By Becca Ramspott

The FSU student body is on its way 
to becoming a healthy one. This fall, 
the University kicked off “Creating 
Healthy, informed, Lasting Lifestyles 
(CHiLL),” a science and wellness-
centered initiative launched in 
September 2008 with the funding 
of a $228,225 contribution from 
AstraZeneca pharmaceuticals Lp.

“Frostburg State is unique in that professionals here 
from academia to student affairs encourage our cam-
pus community to make a positive stance towards a 
more holistic life,” said April Baer, project coordina-
tor for University Wellness, who was hired to spear-
head CHILL. “We have a great foundation as well as 
great potential for growth.”

Under Baer’s direction and with the help of faculty, 
staff and student organizations, CHILL has already 
grown substantially in a short amount of time, with 
a variety of fun and informative programs that were 
offered throughout the fall semester. National well-
ness expert and “Abs of Steel” star Scott Cole kicked 

off the initiative Sept. 5 by 
leading a University-wide 
workshop and discussion, 
followed by FSU’s health 
and physical education 
students leading a two-
mile walk around campus. 
A Wellness Fair featuring 
various FSU offices and 
organizations was also 
part of the festivities.

Baer also organized 
a month-long physi-
cal activity competition 
called “Let’s Walk, Let’s CHILL,” during which FSU 
participants logged over 711 hours of physical activ-
ity on MyStartOnline.org, a free Web site provided 
by the American Heart Association. The competi-
tion concluded with an award recognition ceremony 
for winning participants during halftime of the FSU 
Homecoming football game in October.

“The goal of this program was to promote healthy 
habits during an otherwise busy time for our students 
and staff,” Baer said.

Baer and other CHILL supporters also coordinated 
CHILLVILLE, a two-week series of wellness activi-

April P. Baer

Zook Joins Alumni Circle  
of Excellence

vice president for sales. Zook joined Astra USA in 1997 as vice 
president of Marketing and Sales, two years before the merger 
of Astra AB and Zeneca Group Plc in 1999. During this time, 
he had responsibility for integrating the two sales forces. He 
later served as senior vice president of Commercial Operations, 
responsible for leading the company’s marketing and sales 
organizations in the United States. 

Today he directs marketing in North America for one of 
the world’s leading pharmaceutical companies, AstraZeneca 
Pharmaceuticals LP. In addition, he recently became president 
of Maryland-based Medimmune. 

Guided by this alum’s leadership, AstraZeneca 
Pharmaceuticals LP U.S. was named to Fortune Magazine’s “Top 
100 Best Companies to Work for in 2008.” It’s the third time it 
has received this recognition since 2004. 

“Thanks to the vision of this alum, AstraZeneca works hard 
every day to create innovative solutions that improve patient 
health and provide patients with a positive wellness experi-
ence beyond the doctor’s office,” said FSU President Jonathan 
Gibralter in his introduction of Zook.

Zook also guides AstraZeneca in its efforts to be a great cor-
porate citizen, including giving back to his alma mater. Among 
its many philanthropic endeavors, AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals 
recently presented Frostburg State University with a contribu-
tion of $228,225 to develop “Creating Healthy, Informed, 
Lasting Lifestyles (CHILL).” (See story, this page.)

Tony Zook ’82, president and CeO 
of AstraZeneca north America 
and head of AstraZeneca’s global 
Marketing, was honored with the 
FSU College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences eighth Alumni Circle of 
excellence award during Leadership 
and Homecoming Weekend. The 
award was presented at a luncheon 
attended by Zook and his wife, Trish 
Ward Zook ’83.

The CLAS Alumni Circle of Excellence Award showcases those 
alumni who have demonstrated sustained excellence and 
leadership in their field, but it also provides a forum for 
awardees to meet with FSU students and to provide inspira-
tion and example of what can be accomplished through an 
FSU education and hard work. Zook, who was a biology major 
and a member of the baseball team at Frostburg, spoke to a 
large group of students on Friday of Homecoming about the 
pharmaceutical industry and career opportunities in the field 
and answered a wide range of questions from the packed 
lecture hall. 

Zook also holds an associate’s degree in chemical engineer-
ing from Penn State University. In 1983, he began his career 
in the pharmaceutical industry at Berlex Laboratories, where 
he held a variety of positions, including district sales manager, 
marketing director, vice president for national accounts and 

Tony Zook ’82, president and CEO of AstraZeneca North 
America, spoke to a large group of students about the phar-
maceutical industry in particular and careers in general 
during Homecoming 2008. 

Emma Brashear, L.P.N., of Western 
Maryland Health System Wellness 
Center, takes a student’s blood 
pressure during “CHILL Factors.” 
The event was part of CHILLVILLE, a 
two-week series of wellness activities 
in November. 
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Mr. David Gehauf

Mr. C. Phillip Gellner &  
Mrs. Hilda Elizabeth Gellner*

Dr. John B. Genys

Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter &  
Mrs. Laurie Gibralter

Gilbane Building Company

Estate of Mr. C. William Gilchrist* &  
Mrs. Jeanette Gilchrist*

Dr. David M. Gillespie

Dr. Catherine R. Gira

Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company

The Gordie Foundation

Ms. Dale E. Gorsuch 
Zurich N. A. Foundation

Mr. William H. Graves &  
Mrs. Barbara R. Graves

Ms. Jane H. Grindel

Dr. Nelson P. Guild* & Mrs. Maggie Guild*

Dr. Peter Halmos & Mrs. Iris Halmos 
SEI Giving Fund

Mr. Richard Thomas Hammond

Ms. Holly Ellen Harrington

Mr. Walter Nathan Hedrick* &  
Mrs. Lois Williams Hedrick*

Dr. Cindy E. Herzog

Ms. Joanne T. Hijab

Estate of Kathleen Dailey Hill

Mr. Frenis W. Hoffman, Sr. &  
Mrs. Mabel V. Hoffman

Holiday Inn of Cumberland

Mr. James G. Hollis, Jr. &  
Mrs. Mary Pat Hollis 
 AVIVA Life Insurance

Dr. Gary S. Horowitz

Col. Lukas E. Hoska* &  
Mrs. Florence Knettle Hoska

Hot Stove League

Mr. James Hubbard &  
Mrs. Sherry Phillips Hubbard

Mrs. Lenore M. Humberson*

Dr. Paul P. Hunt &  
Mrs. Helen M. Hunt

Hunter Douglas Fabrication

Mr. Donald P. Hutchinson, Jr. &  
Mrs. Peggy A. Hutchinson

International Paper Company Foundation 
Mr. W. Dennis Thomas &  
Dr. Dawn F. Thomas

Ms. Mary A. Jackman*

Mr. Ralph E. Jordan &  
Mrs. Charlotte C. Jordan 
 Trident Health Resources, Inc.

Estate of Thomas P. Kapantais

Mr. Clifford M. Kendall &  
Mrs. Camille E. Kendall 
 Montgomery County Community 
 Foundation

Estate of Mr. Francis A. Kenney &  
Mrs. Lena Marie Georg-Kenney

Knapp Educational Fund, Inc.

Ms. Barbara L. Kreppel

Estate of Ms. Rosann P. Langhans

LaVale Century Club

Loats Foundation, Inc.

Dr. Brian L. Lockard &  
Mrs. Lynda T. Lockard

Dr. Anthony LoGiudice &  
Dr. Maureen Connelly

Ms. Alma G. Logsdon

Mr. Gary C. Love & Mrs. Susan Love

Mrs. Dorothy Lucas

M&T Bank

Mr. John MacVeigh* &  
Mrs. Phyllis S. MacVeigh

Ms. Melicent J. Malchenson

Mr. Paul D. Malchenson*

Bill Mandicott & Lea Messman-Mandicott

Dr. Alice R. Manicur

David J. Markey, Esq. & Patricia E. Markey

Mrs. Annetta Hamill Marshall

Ms. Estelle M. Martin

Math Department, FSU

Mr. Harry McCaw*

McDonalds Restaurant, Frostburg No. 5329

Mrs. Marylane B. McGlinchey

Maryland State Arts Council

Mead Westvaco 

Mr. George A. Meyers*

Montgomery County Community Foundation

Moore Smarter by Design

Mr. Donald E. Moran & Mrs. Virginia Moran

Dr. Raymond P. Morgan II &  
Mrs. Merry C. Morgan

Ms. Verda M. Mullings

Estate of Ms. Cora Myers

Estate of Miss Mabel Myers

Mr. Joseph P. Naughton-Travers

Howard & Audrey Naylor Family Trust

Nemacolin Chapter Trout Unlimited

NewPage Corporation

Ms. Dorothy Nichols*

Mr. Brian K. Nightingale &  
Mrs. Patricia M. Nightingale

NiSource Corporate Services

Mr. William Nizinski &  
Mrs. Delores M. Nizinski

Ms. Karen L. Ort

Mr. Lewis J. Ort*

Outside the Classroom

Mr. Joseph Pace & Mrs. Gwen Pace

Mr. John Parsons &  
Mrs. Janine Parsons

Mr. Woodward Pealer & Mrs. Virginia Pealer*

Ms. Colleen Peterson

The PharmaCare Network 
Mr. John H. Balch

Mr. Frederick T. Powell, Jr. &  
Dr. Kathleen H. Powell

Price Beer Distributors

Mr. William P. Price

Mr. Ralph Race* & Mrs. Martha T. Race*

Dr. Shakil M. Rahman & Dr. Huma Shakil

Mr. Douglas W. Richards &  
Mrs. Deborah D. Richards

Mr. Thomas W. Richards

were graduate assistants for 
Bingman and Ornstein during 
Storybook Holiday’s first year. Both 
try to return each year to volunteer.

“It was a good way to tie in the 
local schools, FSU and the com-
munity,” says Hamerski, who is 
now a kindergarten teacher in 
Montgomery County. She marvels 
at how the event grows every year. 
“None of us could have foreseen 
what this has become.”

Mullendore, a first-grade teacher 
at Rockland Woods Elementary in 
Boonsboro, didn’t dress up as an 
elf, but rather was the first official 
“Storybook Princess” and rode in 
the annual festival parade, throwing 
candy canes at her loyal subjects.

“I just love to see all the little 
kids,” says Mullendore, who missed 
this year due to the birth of her own 
princess, a baby girl.

At City Place on the day of the event, alum 
Melanie Moore ’05/M’07 volunteered at the infor-
mation desk, handing out tickets and giving tykes 
directions to the bathroom on their breaks from writ-
ing letters to Santa.

“I do whatever needs to be done. But I don’t dress 
up,” she says with an impish smile. Moore, whose 
father worked for the state of Maryland, grew up 
overseas and went to high school in Afghanistan. 
When she graduated from FSU, she decided to make 
Frostburg her home and even commutes to her teach-

ing job in Williamsport, 
Md. “So this is my holiday 
experience.”

Reid Smith ’06, a special 
education teacher at North 
East School in Cumberland, 
watched as little children 
squirmed in line waiting to 
enter Santa’s Secret Workshop 
to make holiday presents for 
their parents out of popsicle 
sticks, marshmallows and 
pipe cleaners. 

“It’s a magical thing,” 
Smith says, who paid his dues as an elf years prior and 
can now wear a red sweater and jeans. 

Smith has come back each year to the Storybook 
Holiday for the family-like atmosphere that profes-
sors Bingman and Ornstein create. He also likes to 
witness the joy in the children’s eyes. “The [Children’s 
Literature] Center treats me like family,” he says. “And 
it’s fun to see all the kids enjoying themselves.” 

A few feet away from Smith there was the card-
board ballot box where children could vote for their 
favorite elf to be shrunk by Santa at the North Pole. 
A tiny Tiny-the-Elf fan was scratching down his vote 
when suddenly Sugar Plum, a tall elf with a goatee, 
crossed electioneering boundaries and approached 
the boy. “You’re voting for Sugar Plum, right?” the elf 
asked, pointing to the name on his hat.

Moments later, away from the campaigning action, 
Sugar Plum, also known as FSU student Ben Cianelli 
from Hagerstown, gives away the secret of his gnome 
name.

“Actually I just found a hat with ‘Sugar Plum’ 
already written on it.” 

Cianelli, in his second year at Storybook Holiday, is 
one of the creators of the Elf Olympics. Even though 
he is graduating in the spring of ’09, he’s already mak-
ing travel plans for next Christmas, like many of his 
fellow students who participated.

“I’m definitely coming back to volunteer and will 
be back for many years to come,” he says. 

Sugar Plum convinces the little boy to change his 
“shrinking” vote from Tiny to Sugar Plum. It looks 
like Tiny the Elf has competition in a contest that 
both elves, and men, honestly would sooner lose so 
they can return next year. 

Of programs supported by gifts to 
the FSU Foundation, one of the most 
extensive is the Children’s Literature 
Centre, which has hosted the Spring 
Festival of Children’s Literature for 
more than a quarter of a century, 
and which continues to build on its 
success. in an example of Regional 
and Cultural enrichment, one of the 
newest CLC initiatives transforms the 
Frostburg community into a child’s 
holiday wonderland each year.

By Ty DeMartino ’90

Frostburg Storybook Holiday Attracts 
Santa’s Little “Alumni” Helpers

Tiny the Elf (a.k.a. Adam Ritchie ’06) was on the winning 
team for this year’s Elf Olympics held on Frostburg’s Main 
Street.

Sugar Plum (a.k.a. FSU student Ben 
Cianelli) does some last-minute campaign-
ing to be this year’s “lucky” elf to be shrunk 
by Santa.

The Frostburg Storybook Holiday, a collaborative effort 
between FSU and the City of the Frostburg, is also a way to 
help promote reading to youngsters.

“Elves” spring into action during the Cookie Toss event of the Elf Olympics.

Poor Tiny the Elf.
Each year at Frostburg’s Storybook Holiday, an annual 
festival in the Mountain City, children get to vote on 
which holiday elf will be taken back to the North Pole and 
magically shrunk by the big man himself – Santa Claus. 
This is the third year of Tiny not being chosen.

“I guess I’m just too big to be shrunk,” says Tiny, a 
big-framed elf standing close to six feet tall.

The truth be told – Tiny, a.k.a. Adam Ritchie 
’06, an algebra teacher at a Silver Spring middle 
school, doesn’t want to be shrunk at all. That would 
mean he’d have to remain at the North Pole and not 
return to Frostburg. Instead, Ritchie is one of many 
Frostburg State University College of Education 
alumni who’d rather come back each year to help out 
with the event and gladly don elf apparel. 

“It’s a great way to kick off the holiday season,” he 
says beneath his red fleece hat and pointy ears.

Frostburg’s Storybook Holiday celebrated its fifth 
anniversary in 2008. A collaboration between FSU 
and the City of Frostburg, the annual celebration 
was the brainchild of the FSU education professors 
Dr. William Bingman and Dr. Barbara Ornstein, 
who also oversee the University’s Children’s Literature 
Centre. Storybook Holiday strives to promote reading 
and children’s holiday stories. 

On the first Saturday of each December, Frostburg’s 
downtown is transformed into something right out 
of a storybook, starting with Breakfast with the Elves 
at Frostburg’s Gunter Hotel to the Elf Olympics 
(where Tiny and his team brought home the gold this 
year, crushing the competition in the Cookie Toss 
and Christmas Tree Relay) to the parade on Main 
Street. Later in the day there are presentations by 

guest authors, holiday cookie bake-offs, craft-making, 
photos, letter-writing to Santa, shopping specials at 
Frostburg stores, movies, music and merriment.

On the Friday night before the big event, 
Frostburg’s City Place, a town center that serves as the 
hub of the activities, was a virtual Santa’s workshop 
with FSU students and alumni making signs, setting 
up tables and sprinkling glitter on anything that didn’t 
move.

In the midst of the festivity is Ornstein – who 
appropriately received the nickname “Prancer” during 
the event – directing the holiday traffic. 

According to Ornstein, once the education students 
got involved, they quickly took a sense of ownership 
in organizing the events, decorating the city and, of 
course, dressing up as Santa’s little helpers. The first 
year there were only three elves when a few FSU stu-
dents donned yellow tights and wore green terrycloth 
robes and red hats. This year, there were close to 100. 

“Becoming elves was totally the students’ idea,” says 
Ornstein, who says all elves must go through an Elf 
Boot Camp and learn 
the “ins and outs” of elf 
etiquette. “They had so 
much fun doing it and 
many come back every 
year, even after they 
graduate.”

Education alums 
Megan Mahaffey 
Hamerski ’04/M’06 
and Johanna Eckhart 
Mullendore ’04/M’06 

Melanie Moore ’05/M’07 
is one of many alumni who 
return each year to help out 
with the holiday event.18
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among college presidents,” said Brandon Busteed, 
founder and CEO of Outside The Classroom and a 
representative of the Presidential Leadership Award 
review panel. “We’re even more pleased to see practi-
cal examples of presidents who have begun to make 
progress on their campuses and in their communi-
ties.” There were 17 other nominees, which included 
schools like the University of Virginia, Ohio 
University and University of Alabama.

Gibralter has demonstrated active leadership on 
the issue of high-risk drinking since his presidency 
began at FSU in 2006. He created a campus-wide 
Alcohol Task Force that meets twice each semester 
to address four key issues: Campus and Community, 
Policy and Procedures, Alternative Programming and 
Today’s Student. The Task Force makes recommenda-
tions in each of these four areas, which are then pri-
oritized and implemented as resources are identified. 

FSU was lauded in particular for its efforts to 
engage the surrounding community as part of the 
solution. FSU now sends representatives to meet 
with city groups such as the University Neighbors, 
the Frostburg Business and Professional Association 
and law enforcement agencies, and Gibralter him-
self has met with these and other local groups. Most 
recently, after a number of attempts to reach out, 
he held a candid, productive meeting with owners 
of local bars, liquor stores and alcohol distributors. 
The increased communication, especially with law 
enforcement, has led to a dramatic improvement in 
the sharing of information, and community lead-
ers now actively partner with University officials to 
change the culture of alcohol abuse at both the cam-
pus and community levels.

“Every year it gets better, but we have a long way 
to go,” Gibralter said. 

Greetings from Frostburg State University,

We are pleased to announce the establishment of our Old Main Society, the recognition group for generous donors

who recognize the power of philanthropic planning. The Old Main Society is for individuals who have made estate

plans that will benefit Frostburg State University through the FSU Foundation.

While everyone’s specific circumstances are different, we all want to identify the best ways to support our loved

ones as well as the charitable organizations that are important to us. We welcome the opportunity to design a gift

plan that can fulfill your wishes and provide meaningful support to Frostburg State University.

If you have identified the FSU Foundation in your estate plan already, we want to express our deep appreciation for

your investment in the future of Frostburg State University, and our students. We have enclosed a response card for

your consideration. We will follow up accordingly.

We look forward to serving you and welcoming you into our Old Main Society.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Bernard J. Davisson, FSU ’81 Cherie A. Krug
Vice President for University Advancement Director of Major Gifts

Executive Director, FSU Foundation, Inc.

Enclosure

Old MainSociety
THE

F R O S T B U R G S T A T E U N I V E R S I T Y

Mr. Dan Riley

The Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation

Dr. Edward L. Root

Ralph Roth, M.D.* & Mrs. Virginia Roth

Mr. Harold R. Rowe*

Dr. William D. Roy &  
Mrs. Carolyn D. Roy

Samuel Freeman Charitable Trust

Sarfino & Rhoades

Mr. Benedict Sarnaker &  
Dr. Karen A. Soderberg-Sarnaker

Mr. Leonard Schwab & Mrs. Jane Schwab 
Schwab Company

SECU of Maryland, Inc.

Dr. Robert J. Shockley &  
Mrs. Patria L. Shockley

Dr. Stephen J. Simpson &  
Dr. Lisa L. Morshead

Dr. Richard Sloop, Sr.* & Mrs. Jane Sloop 
Mrs. Camilla J. Myers  
 & Mr. David A. Myers         
Mr. Richard Carlton Sloop, Jr.

Estate of Mr. F. Perry Smith, Jr.

Ms. Bernetta Smouse*

Sodexho Marriott Services

South Cumberland Business & Civic 
Association

Southern Africa Wildlife Trust

Southwestern Bell

Mr. Mark E. Spates &  
Mrs. A. Lynn Spates 
 Freddie Mac Foundation

Mr. Richard K. Spottswood

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
Estate of Mortimer C. &  
Elizabeth Ann Schaidt

State Farm Co. Foundation

State of Maryland Dept. of Housing & 
Community Development

Dr. Harry Stegmaier, Jr.

Mr. Mark Wilson Steiner

Sun Microsystems Foundation

Supporters of Student Athletes

Susquehanna Bank 

Mrs. Agatha Tam*

Dr. Francis M. Tam &  
Ms. Margaret M. Tam

Tele-Media Company

Mrs. Eleanor Tennant*

Estate of Mr. William M. Ternent &  
Mrs. Verna M. Ternent

Estate of Ms. Marion H. Trevaskis

Tri State Hand and Occupational Therapy 
Dr. Bryan Wodaski &  
Mrs. Debra Stout Wodaski

Tri-State Electrical Supply Co.

Estate of Ms. Pauline Tustin-Hobbs

U.S. Naval Observatory

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Dr. Charles T. Snowdon

Dr. William J. Vail

Mr. Dirk Vandenberg*

Verizon Foundation

Vietnam Veterans of America

Estate of Ms. Anne E. Wallace

Mr. Jeffrey B. Wallace &  
Mrs. Susan Wallace

Dr. Robert B. Wallace &  
Mrs. Betty J. Wallace

Mr. William Wallace &  
Mrs. Sallie B. Wallace 
 World Vision

Wamba Caravan 89 Order of the Alhambra

Dr. Richard Weimer &  
Mrs. Marlene H. Weimer*

Ms. Lillian M. Wellner*

White Rose Alumni Association, Inc. 
Mrs. Teresa Marie Schrodel

Whiting-Turner Contracting Co.

Mr. Jonathan S. Wickert

Dr. J. Hopwood Wooddell &  
Mrs. Karen B. Wooddell

Mr. Eugene S. Zumpano &  
Mrs. Pamela B. Zumpano

The Old Main Society 
recognizes those who 
have made planned 
gifts in support of FSU. 
These donors help to 
secure the future of 
the University and set 
an example for others 
through such gift plans as 
measures in their wills, 
naming the Foundation 
as a beneficiary of a 
retirement account, 
funding an irrevocable 
gift annuity or 
establishing a charitable 
trust.

Anonymous (donor request)
The Hon. J. Glenn Beall, Jr.* &  

Mrs. Nancy S. Beall
Mr. Carl Belt, Jr. & Mrs. Jane A. Belt
Dr. Edward G. Boehm, Jr. &  

Mrs. Regina E. Boehm
Dr. Gary Cook & Mrs. Janet Cook*
Mrs. Bernadene R. Cooley*
Mr. B.J. Davisson, II &  

Ms. Krista A. McGowan
Ms. Sandra P. Day
Mr. Ronald W. Detwiler*
Ms. Margaret E. Doak
Mrs. Gladys Wensel Faherty
Mr. Frank A. Farano & Mrs. Peg Farano
Ms. Elizabeth I. Flake
Rev. Dr. Donald D. Forrester &  

Mrs. Anne G. Forrester
Mr. Ellis G. Glime* &  

Mrs. Mildred I. Glime*
Mrs. Harriet Brode Griffith
Dr. Nelson P. Guild* &  

Mrs. Maggie Guild*
Dr. Cindy E. Herzog
Mrs. Kathleen Dailey Hill*
Mr. James Hubbard &  

Mrs. Sherry Phillips Hubbard
Ms. Alma G. Logsdon
The Love Family
Mrs. Phyllis S. MacVeigh
Ms. Melicent J. Malchenson

Mrs. Annetta Hamill Marshall
Mr. Robert J. Martin, Jr.
Mr. James L. Mason
Rebecca Ann Brown-McCusker
Dr. Robert L. McFarland &  

Mrs. Elizabeth A. McFarland
Mr. Terrance McKenzie 
Mr. Paul H. Miller 
Leilani & Kenneth A. Oldham, Jr.                            

In Honor of Martha &  
Kenneth A. Oldham, Sr.

Ms. Karen L. Ort
Mr. Woodward Pealer &  

Mrs. Virginia Pealer*
Mr. Ralph Race* &  

Mrs. Martha T. Race*
Mr. John W. Reger &  

Mrs. Narmeen O. Reger
Dr. John M. Riley & Mrs. Ruby E. Riley
Ms. Sharon L. Robinson
Mr. Chauncey Sanner*
Dr. Robert S. Selby & Mrs. Joan K. Selby
Jane Warren Sloop
Mr. Henry A. Smith, III &  

Mrs. Donna Clinton
Mrs. Kimberly M. Smith
David & Kathy Snyder
Ms. Theresa Gaffney Testoni
Ms. Marion H. Trevaskis*
Dr. J. Hopwood Wooddell &  

Mrs. Karen B. Wooddell

FSU president Jonathan gibralter 
was honored in September with the 
national presidential Leadership 
Award, recognizing his success in 
promoting a vibrant intellectual 
and social campus climate that de-
emphasizes the role of alcohol. 
With the award came a gift for $50,000  – which 
Gibralter invested in FSU’s fight against college 
binge drinking – and significant publicity. The award 
announcement coincidentally coincided with a flurry 
of media attention about the Amethyst Initiative, a 
movement by some college and university presidents 
urging a national debate about the legal drinking age.

“Each year, an estimated 1,700 college students 
die from alcohol-related causes,” said Gibralter, 
citing a statistic from the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. “Since I received the 
Presidential Leadership Award I have come to real-
ize that there is a very limited dialogue nationally 
amongst university presidents about this very serious 
issue. I feel so strongly that it is my responsibility to 
be vigilant about student health and safety.”

The award was given by a group of seven major 
higher education organizations (American College 
Personnel Association, American Council on 
Education, Association of Governing Boards of 
Universities and Colleges, Gordie Foundation, 
NASPA, Outside The Classroom and United 
Educators). Gibralter decided to place the $50,000 
prize, funded by Outside The Classroom and the 

National Award Brings National Attention

FSU’s Efforts Fighting  
Binge Drinking Honored

Brandon Busteed of Outside The Classroom, left, and Michael Lanahan of The Gordie Foundation, both of whose organi-
zations funded the Presidential Leadership Award, flank President Jonathan Gibralter. 

Gordie Foundation, into an endowed fund with 
the FSU Foundation. The proceeds will benefit 
programs – educational, social and/or community 
service – that are geared toward alcohol awareness 
and the importance of responsible behaviors and 
decision-making. Priority will be given to those 
programs that have a broader focus beyond the 
immediate campus, especially those that involve the 
community of Frostburg.

Since the award, Gibralter and FSU have 
received attention both in the media and in the 
academic community. The timing of the award 
– and Gibralter’s willingness to speak out on the 
issue – catapulted him into the spotlight as a face 
of the college administrators who are fighting the 
dangerous culture of binge drinking on campuses. 
National and regional stories by The Associated 
Press, a major piece in the Chronicle for Higher 
Education and a guest editorial in Inside Higher Ed, 
a daily online news magazine for higher education, 
were among the highlights. He has also been invited 
to speak at a number of regional and national 
higher education conferences about FSU’s efforts, 
in particular those aimed at addressing off-campus 
drinking. 

“Most U.S. university campuses have such strong 
cultural motivations that encourage dangerously 
high levels of alcohol consumption. The kinds of 
binge drinking going on today are way beyond the 
recollection of our alumni and their memories of 
the ‘good old days,’” Gibralter said. 

“We’ve been glad to see the visibility of high-risk 
drinking raised through the recent conversation 

Please 
Join Us
We ask you to help us ensure that 
Frostburg State University will carry 
on its tradition of excellence and 
leadership. Join us in our efforts to 
uphold our institution’s legacy of 
providing learning opportunities that 
transform lives, enrich our region 
and forge paths to success. 

Bernard J. Davisson, II ’81
Vice President for University Advancement
Executive Director of the FSU Foundation, Inc.
bjdavisson@frostburg.edu
301.687.4161
http://foundation.frostburg.edu 
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FSU Trip to China Leads to Four New Agreements
By Becca Ramspott

When FSU President Jonathan Gibralter joined Frostburg almost three years 

ago, he knew he would be giving speeches to different audiences in Maryland. 

What he didn’t know was that he would be asked to speak to more than 20,000 

people in a giant stadium filled with 30-foot-long dancing dragons, hundreds 

of performers singing and whirling flags and karate masters sailing through the 

air – on the other side of the world.

When it was time for Xiayang (“SHY-WAN”) Shen to 
select an English name to make it easier for Americans to 
communicate with her, she chose “Sharon” because it so 
closely resembles the pronunciation of her real name. 

It’s a fitting gesture for the 18-year-old English major 
and aspiring teacher, one of 16 students from China who 
enrolled at Frostburg State University this fall as a result 
of a growing partnership with Hunan Normal University. 

Shen first learned about Frostburg when the FSU 
Chamber Choir traveled to Changsha in March 2008 to 
perform at HNU, and she had a chance to befriend sev-
eral FSU students (see story in fall 2008 Profile).

“When I first came here, one of the students in the 
Chamber Choir, Lane Conklin, he helped me buy books in 
the bookstore,” she said.

This fall, Shen put those books to use in a variety of 
classes at FSU, including sociology (her favorite course so 
far), freshman composition and critical reading, a class 
in which she is especially focused so that her English 
improves greatly while she is here.

“The teachers at Frostburg … they are very under-
standing, and they make our studies interesting,” she 

said, remembering how her nutrition teacher invited her 
to write a paper on the differences between the Chinese 
diet and the American diet. 

In addition to taking courses at Frostburg, Shen is also 
unofficially majoring in American culture with the help 
of her FSU “conversation partners,” Frostburg students 
who meet with her every Monday. 

“We (HNU students) can ask any questions … ‘What 
will we do in Halloween, in Christmas? What are some 
of the customs Americans like?’ For example, Americans 
often greet each other with a hug. In China, a hug seems 
too intimate. And so we talk about how to greet,” she 
explained. 

Additionally, Shen’s new friends at FSU are introduc-
ing her to popular American books, movies and music. 
She has purchased four books in the “Twilight” series and 
has seen the blockbuster movie version of the novel, as 
well. Watching American movies is a way for her to as-
sess her listening skills in English, which have improved 
considerably during her time at FSU.

“I can understand a film without subtitles!” she said.
To expand her American education, Shen and some 

of her HNU friends 
intend to see more 
of the United States. 
She has plans to 
visit Disney World 
and hopefully take 
a ride in a hot air 
balloon.

But sometimes, like all college students studying far 
from home, Shen needs to take a trip back to her own 
familiar roots. She and her family talk once a week using 
instant messaging and Webcam.

“I don’t feel homesick using this technology,” she said. 
“When I first saw my father on Webcam after arriving, I 
used to cry.”

Yanling Fan, FSU’s Chinese instructor, frequently in-
vites HNU students over for dinner, another way to ease 
the homesickness of being halfway across the world.

“She tells us every time we miss our families, we 
should go to their house, and she’ll cook food for us,” 
Shen said with a smile.    —BR

Stephen Spahr, chief of staff and vice president 
for Economic Development and Government 
Relations; Lynn Neddo, director of the Center 
for International Education; and Becca Ramspott, 
public relations specialist. 

When they weren’t meeting with Chinese 
officials at different universities, members of the 
delegation spoke to college students in a presenta-
tion highlighting FSU as a great place for overseas 
study. They also visited Beijing’s Chenjinglun 

High School and met with staff at the American 
Center for Educational Exchange at the Embassy 
of the United States of America, where they 
learned more about the ins and outs of building 
international opportunities in China. The FSU 
delegation also talked with local business leaders 

President Jonathan Gibralter, center, served as the keynote speaker and sole representative of 
overseas institutions at Hunan Normal University’s 70th Anniversary ceremony and celebration.

news

Chinese Student Expanding Educational, Cultural Horizons in Frostburg

FSU signed four new agreements with universities in China, including an agreement with 
Southwest University for Nationalities that includes faculty and student exchanges and collab-
orative research. Above, Gibralter meets with SUN officials during a special meeting on campus.

“  it’s so important that our 
campus has a connection with 
schools in China and that our 
students, faculty and staff 
understand China’s role in the 
global community.”

— Dr. Jonathan Gibralter

This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity was one of 
many amazing moments during a recent trip to 
China Oct. 17 through Nov. 1, when Gibralter led 
a University delegation to Changsha and served 
as a guest speaker in Hunan Normal University’s 
70th Anniversary ceremony.

“I was sitting there on a stage covered by this 
enormous carpet of red – red floor, red back-
drop – surrounded by members of the Chinese 
Communist Party and me as a representative of 
all the friendly nations who had relations with 
HNU,” Gibralter said. “This experience com-
pletely transformed me.”

FSU faculty and students had already enjoyed 
several trips to HNU in January and March 2008, 
paving the way for successful agreements between 
the two institutions that resulted in 16 Chinese 
students enrolling at Frostburg the following 
fall. The trips also had a tremendous effect on 

FSU participants, many 
of whom returned eager 
to eventually welcome 
HNU’s students on the 
Frostburg campus and 
excited to learn more 
about Chinese culture.

This latest invitation 
to Gibralter was the next 
step in solidifying relations with HNU – he signed 
an agreement to expand cooperation between the 
two schools during the visit. The FSU delega-
tion also took advantage of the time in China 
to develop partnerships with other institutions 
there, as well, resulting in new agreements with 
Chengdu’s Southwest University for Nationalities, 
Sichuan Normal University and Sichuan College 
of Education. The agreements lay groundwork 
for collaboration in the specific areas of faculty, 

student and cultural 
exchanges and joint 
research and develop-
ment programs.

“I’m very pleased 
with the work that was 
accomplished during 
this most recent trip to 
China,” Gibralter said. 
“China is a fascinating 
place with so much his-
tory and culture, and it 
is increasingly assum-
ing a prominent role 
in how the world is 
changing. It’s so impor-
tant that our campus 
has a connection with 
schools in China and 
that our students, fac-
ulty and staff under-

stand China’s role in the global community.”
“When we were at HNU, their vice president 

Dr. Jiang Hongxin said that a single visit was 
worth a thousand phone calls,” said Dr. John 
Bowman, FSU vice provost. “Our official partner 
institutions understand the importance of face-
to-face meetings for developing and strengthen-
ing their relationships with FSU. I am pleased 
that these institutions have expressed an interest 
in visiting FSU in the near future.”

In addition to Gibralter and Bowman, the 
delegation included B.J. Davisson, vice president 
for University Advancement; Dr. Tom Bowling, 
vice president for Student & Educational Services; 

in Changsha and Chengdu who might be useful 
contacts for raising funds in international educa-
tion that would help FSU students and faculty 
who want to study in China. To better understand 
China’s culture and history, the group also toured 
the Great Wall, the Forbidden City and scenic 
spots in Xian and Chengdu, including a beautiful 
Buddhist temple on Emei Mountain.

But all sightseeing aside, many delegation 
members said they were most profoundly affected 
by the people they encountered.

“I really appreciated the enthusiasm of the 
Chinese educators we met,” said Bowling, who 

hosted two Chinese students for Christmas this 
year at his family’s house. “Their genuine interest 
in exploring ways to further develop our part-
nerships – for the benefit of both students and 
faculty – was infectious.”

“What really meant so much to me was how 
warmly we were welcomed by our educational 
partners in China – how hard they worked to 
present their universities to us and how hard they 
worked with us to bring about these agreements,” 
Bowman said. “They were so gracious and so pro-
fessional and knowledgeable, in every place we 
went. It was a wonderful professional experience 
for me to be part of the enthusiasm and expecta-
tion that characterized the discussions with our 
educational partners.  It demonstrated the great 
potential that these agreements represent.”

Delegation member Becca Ramspott chronicled the 
group’s visit to China through photography and online 
communications efforts, working closely with her 
counterparts at the Chinese universities that the FSU 
delegation visited during their journey. To view more of 
Becca’s pictures, visit President Gibralter’s Blog from the 
‘BURG at http://blogfromtheburg.blogspot.com.

 

FSU delegation members, including Dr. John Bowman, right, 
had an opportunity to meet student survivors from areas in 
Sichuan Province that were affected by a terrible earthquake 
in May 2008 that killed nearly 70,000 people. The students are 
currently enrolled at Southwest University for Nationalities.

Hundreds of talented students and alumni from Hunan Normal 
University gave a spectacular performance during HNU’s 70th 
Anniversary ceremony and celebration.

Xiayang “Sharon” Shen
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Coming Soon to a Computer Near You … 
It’s Bob E. Cat!

Q: How long have you been at FSU exactly? 
A: I’m a 59th year, second-semester junior. I’ve taken 
a lot of cool classes at FSU – there are so many great 
programs here – but I just can’t seem to settle on a 

major. Right now, my 
game plan is to major 
in ethnobotany, which 
explores the relationship 
between people, bobcats 
and plants. I’m writing a 
paper on a special species 
of catnip that is unique 

to Western Maryland. But I’m easily distracted. Oh look, 
there’s a bird. Hey – maybe I’ll major in biology and be an 
ornithologist! I love birds. Mmmmmm.

Q: When will you graduate? 
A: When will I what? Graduate? Oh, I don’t know … 
I mean, I LOVE THE ’BURG!! I don’t ever want to leave! 
Mountains, nearby big cities, you name it. Frostburg’s got 
it all! You’re crazy if you leave.

Q: So how did you become an online celebrity?
A: Well, FSU approached me earlier this year about 
getting involved with promoting the University and how 
fun it is to be here. I was, like, sure. I mean, after all, they 
named the school mascot after me since I’ve been here 
forever. So this was, like, a natural transition. FSU’s Public 
Relations Specialist Becca Ramspott is now working 
with me as my agent and she and Ty DeMartino ’90, 
this award-winning playwright who lives in Frostburg, 
create and direct all my videos. All I have to do is show up 
and be my cool self. It’s great! I think we’re doing “Larry 
King Live” and “Tyra” in the spring, and there’s talk of a 
movie, too. But I’m getting ahead of myself. 

Q: What’s the deal with all your videos online? 
How can people find out about you?
A: If people want to check me out, all they have to do is 
go to the Web sites for YouTube or Facebook and search 
for “Bob E. Cat.” I have my own Fanpage on Facebook. So 
far I’ve got over 230 fans, a lot of them FSU alums and 
students. FSU faculty and staff are on there, too. So it’s a 
great way to connect with folks at the ’BURG! Sometimes 

I send them Fan Update messages. We’ve also got lots of 
University events and activities posted on my Facebook 
page, so that viewers can learn about fun things to do on 
campus. 

Q: Do you see yourself serving in some sort of 
an official capacity at FSU?
A: Well, some people think I’m kind of a return to school 
spirit. I guess that makes sense. There’s nothing I enjoy 
more than showing my love for Frostburg. And so far, I’ve 
gotten to meet a bunch of people who make the ’BURG 
the unique and crazy, wonderful place that it is – stu-
dents, alums, faculty, staff. Especially over Homecoming 
weekend. So you might say that I’m official in that I’ve 
gotten to meet a lot of people who are important to FSU. 

The University folks 
also invited me to go to 
China with them when 
they sent an official 
delegation there in 
October (see story page 
22). That was really 
hardcore. We met all 

these great Chinese leaders at schools over there and ate 
some crazy food! It was so awesome. So I guess you could 
say I’m sort of a ’BURG ambassador. Someone who has 
been asked to take his love for Frostburg to a whole new 
level!

Q: Awesome. How was the trip?
A: Very cool. I posted some photos on my Facebook 
Fanpage. But they made me ride in the overhead com-
partment on the airplane. What’s up with that?

Q: Anything else you’d like to add?
A: Frostburg rocks! The Bobcats rock! So I rock! If you’re 
reading this, go immediately to Facebook and become 
one of my fans! Come on people, show a bobcat some 
looooove!     — BR

Some 300 students gathered in the Lane University Center on 
Election Night to watch the results roll in. 
 

You’ve watched him on YouTube. You’ve seen him 

hobnobbing at Homecoming. Maybe you’ve even 

joined his Fanpage on Facebook.  Profile grabs a few 

minutes with Frostburg’s longest attending and 

coolest student – Bob E. Cat.

Alumni Honors

Pirolozzi, Forrester Honored  
at Commencement
Mary Beth Pirolozzi ’90/M’95 and Dr. Donald 
D. Forrester ’67 were granted Distinguished 
Alumni Achievement Awards at the December 
commencement ceremonies. 

Pirolozzi, who is a city councilwoman for 
Cumberland, Md., and the executive director 
of County United Way, turned a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration and a master’s in edu-
cation into a comprehensive, highly successful 
career of leadership, public service and com-
munity involvement. She spent over 18 years in 
state government as district 
administrator to state sena-
tors. Her dedication to FSU 
runs deep: she worked in per-
sonnel, finance and develop-
ment and alumni programs at 
FSU from 1971 to 1987. She 
is also an FSU Foundation 
Board member, a past presi-
dent of the FSU alumni 
association and is involved 
with Women in Leadership 
through FSU’s J. Glenn Beall 
Institute for Public Affairs, 
along with many other com-
mitments to FSU.

Forrester has given a lifetime of commitment 
to his community and to education. Upon receiv-
ing a bachelor’s degree in elementary educa-
tion, he went on to receive six graduate degrees, 
including an Ed.D. in educational leadership. 
His roles include everything from serving on the 
Board of Education in Garrett County to work-
ing as a principal at several Maryland elementary 
schools to being a lecturer in FSU’s Educational 
Professions Department. His active career in edu-
cation has led to recognitions such as an Honorary 
Life Membership in the Maryland Congress of 
Parents and Teachers and an Administrator of the 
Year award. Forrester has also contributed many 
hours of service to the American Red Cross, 
Greater Alleghenies Region. Additionally, he is an 
ordained minister, a church pastor and chaplain 
for Garrett County Memorial Hospital.

The Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award 
is one of the most prestigious honors bestowed 
upon alumni, and consideration for this award 
is restricted to those alumni who demonstrate 
outstanding professional career growth; com-
munity involvement; demonstrated interest in 
FSU; philanthropic commitment to FSU; special 

Mary Beth Pirolozzi ’90

Donald Forrester ’67

FSU Receives Funding for Sustainable Energy Research Facility
Thanks to U.S. Rep. Roscoe G. Bartlett of Maryland, FSU’s Department of Physics and Engineering is now mov-
ing forward on building a Sustainable Energy Research Facility with a grant of $738,000 from the Department 
of Energy. 

The total project amount of $1,476,000 includes 50 percent federal and 50 percent non-federal funding. The 
project, co-directed by Dr. Oguz Soysal and Hilkat Soysal of FSU’s Department of Physics and Engineering, is set 
to be completed in two years. 

SERF will be a residential-type green building supplied by renewable energy sources providing sustainable 
heating, cooling and electric power. It will accommodate the FSU Renewable Energy Center to conduct ex-
tended research, education and community outreach programs on renewable energy applications developed by 
faculty and their project partners. The facility will also serve as an example of a self-sufficient off-grid building 
for individuals such as homeowners, farmers or entrepreneurs who seek energy security in Western Maryland 
or similar geographic locations. 

achievements; awards, honors and distinctions; 
and educational background, including honors 
and involvement in special activities. Recipients 
are honored during commencement ceremonies. 
It becomes their duty to welcome the new gradu-
ates as alumni.

College of Business Inducts 
Four Into Who’s FSU
The College of Business presented awards to four 
outstanding alumni during its annual Who’s 
FSU Recognition Luncheon in December. The 
recipients are Maysoon Kaibni ’00, Kevin 
Turley M’96, Karen Klink Kaszak ’95 and 
Ryan Hastings ’97.

Kaibni is vice president of Business Develop-
ment for Newsdesk Media Inc., a London-based 
publishing company. She oversees day-to-day 
operations and is responsible for new clients as well 
as working with internal departments. She is on the 
board of directors for two organizations, Partners 
for Peace and Playgrounds for Palestine. 

Turley is vice president of Planning and 
Construction Administration for the Western 
Maryland Health System, currently overseeing 
the development and construction of the health 
system’s new medical complex. He is a veteran 
of the U.S. Army Reserves.

Kaszak is a C.P.A. and tax partner with Arthur 
F. Bell Jr. & Associates, L.L.C., which special-

izes in the alternative investment industry. She 
works with a variety of clients, including invest-
ment partnerships, high net worth individuals, 
real estate investment entities and investment 
advisors.  She earned one of the top 10 scores in 
Maryland on the May 1996 uniform Certified 
Public Accountant exam.   

Hastings, C.P.A./C.V.A. and partner in charge 
of tax for Rager, Lehman & Houck, has spent his 
entire career in public accounting. He developed 
and has begun to implement a stimulating strate-
gic plan to increase the expertise of the firm and 
grow the tax practice. Active in his community, 
he serves on several non-profit boards in leader-
ship positions.

Leadership, Service Come 
Together Under New Director
Leadership and community service have long been 
driving forces among Frostburg’s student body. A 
new organization, the Office of Leadership and 
Civic Engagement, led by a new director, Amy 
Carter ’99, is strengthening the bridge between 
these related student energies to build FSU gradu-
ates whose leadership actions create meaningful 
change in the world. 

The Office of Leadership and Civic Engagement 
represents the marriage of FSU’s leadership pro-
grams, especially the Sloop Institute, and its Office 
of Volunteerism and National Service. 

“We purposely wove those 
areas together. This represents 
the University’s commitment to 
showing leadership through the 
lens of social change, showing 
students that significant action 
leads to meaningful change,” 
said Carter, who took the post 
last summer. 

The office is a clearinghouse 
and resource center for students 
who see an issue where they want 
to bring about change. 

“It’s important to show 
students that they do mat-
ter, that they’re part of the 
large social fabric,” Carter 
said. 

Carter returned to FSU after earning a Master 
of Arts in Liberal Studies from University of 
North Carolina at Wilmington and serving as 
executive director of Big Brothers, Big Sisters of 
the Alleghenies. For the year prior to her appoint-
ment in the new department, she coordinated the 
FSU Leadership Program while teaching in the 
Department of English. 

OLCE serves the student-service umbrella 
organization, Student Center for Volunteerism, 
which has helped nurture a number of successful 
efforts on and off campus. 

“It shows students that they can have an impact 
on an issue that matters to them,” she said.

Carter points to the annual Relay for Life fund-
raisers held on campus each spring as a student-
led effort that has real impact. “Relay is not just 
about money; it’s about hope,” she said.

Another strong, student-led program was the 
Raise Your Vote voter registration campaign, 
which helped more than 600 people register 
to vote or get an absentee ballot in time for the 
general election, and helped another 170 people 
during the primaries. The voter drive culminated 
in a bipartisan Election Night gathering of more 
than 300 students who camped out in the Lane 
University Center Manicur Assembly Hall to 
watch election results roll in. “World Café” discus-
sions that night allowed those students to explore 
divergent sides of a number of issues. 

Carter is gratified to continue working with 
the Sloop Institute, since she feels that the late 
Richard Sloop, the beloved professor for whom 
the leadership program was named, personifies 
the “power of one” that is its driving force.

“Passion changes the world in large and small 
ways,” she said.

Amy Carter ’99

The College of Business’ newest members of Who’s FSU, from left, Maysoon Kaibni, 
Kevin Turley, Karen Kaszak and Ryan Hastings.
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1986
Greg McGoogan is proud to announce 
that his daughter Jenna began school at 
Frostburg State University this past fall.

1988
Elaine A. Barry ’88/M’97 is the first-
year experience coordinator in the Center 
for Retention and Transfer at Central Maine 
Community College.

Margaret Thompson Mardiros mar-
ried her husband, Martin, in July 1995. 
She taught in Anne Arundel County public 
schools, served as a grant program facilita-
tor for the Maryland State Department of 
Education and was a family home daycare 
provider before moving to Mississippi in 
December 2003. Margie is now a stay-at-
home mom.

1989
2009 is your reunion year!
We are looking for class volunteers to 
help plan your reunion. Please contact 
the Alumni Office at 301.687.4068 or 
e-mail alumni@frostburg.edu.

1990
Mary Beth Pirolozzi ’90/M’95 has 
been appointed to the advisory council for 
First United Corp. She is the executive direc-
tor of County United Way, which serves 
Allegany, Garrett, Mineral and Hampshire 
counties in Maryland and Pennsylvania.

continued u
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1959
2009 is your 50th anniversary year! 
Your Golden Anniversary 
Celebration is planned for 
Saturday, June 6, 2009.  
Please save the date!

1964
2009 is your reunion year!
We are looking for class volunteers to 
help plan your reunion. Please contact 
the Alumni Office at 301.687.4068 or 
e-mail alumni@frostburg.edu.

1965
Charles William Ridgeway is the 
president of the Maryland Retired School 
Personnel Association. After teaching for 
31 years, Chuck is now an active substitute 
teacher and lives in Eldersburg, Md.

1966
Bob Grimm was inducted into the 
Northeast High School (Anne Arundel 
County, Md.) athletics Hall of Fame in 
September 2008. Bob was a lacrosse coach 
(1969 to 1975) and athletic director (1976 
to 1991) at Northeast; he retired from the 
Anne Arundel County Public School System 
in 1996. 

The North County High School football 
stadium in Anne Arundel County, Md., was 
named in honor of Bill Wentworth on 
Sept. 26, 2008. He was the first principal of 

back. A sought-after author, keynote speaker 
and seminar leader, Roy also previously pub-
lished The Care and Keeping of Customers. 
For more about Roy, visit www.roylantz.com.

1973
Roy James Hamilton, Ph.D., HSP-P, 
staff psychologist/training coordinator at 
the Counseling and Testing Center at the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro, 
presented at the international conference, 
Creativity and Madness, Psychological 
Studies of Art and Artists, organized by the 
American Institute of Medical Education. 
The conference was held in October 2008; his 
presentation was titled “A Psychobiography 
of Iggy Pop: Rejection, Compensation, 
Validation.”

1974
2009 is your reunion year!
We are looking for class volunteers to 
help plan your reunion. Please contact 
the Alumni Office at 301.687.4068 or 
e-mail alumni@frostburg.edu.

1976
Russ Berry works at the Department of 
Interior managing wildland fire programs on 
federally owned lands. He has been happily 
married for nearly 25 years to his wife Heidi; 
they have two sons. Russ serves as elder of 
the local church, as Boy Scout headmaster, 
on the board of directors for the local volun-

teer fire department and in partisan politi-
cal activities. The family lives in Loudoun 
County, Va.

1979
2009 is your reunion year!
We are looking for class volunteers to 
help plan your reunion. Please contact 
the Alumni Office at 301.687.4068 or 
e-mail alumni@frostburg.edu.

Steve Smith owns OneCoach, a company 
that specializes in small business growth. 
His wife, Sharon Rose Smith ’79, is 
a first-grade teacher. The couple lives in 
Southern California and has two children, 
Travis (27) and Carly (23).

1980
Patti Myers Sapp taught elementary 
school in Anne Arundel County, Md., for 
over 20 years; she also trained and super-
vised student teachers for the University of 
Maryland College Park. She is currently 
teaching home and hospital students for 
Howard County. She is also the owner of 
Twins Silver Dream.

1984
2009 is your reunion year!
We are looking for class volunteers to 
help plan your reunion. Please contact 
the Alumni Office at 301.687.4068 or 
e-mail alumni@frostburg.edu.

ClassNotes listed are those received  
as of December 1, 2008

North County; he retired from the Anne 
Arundel County Public School System 
in 1996.

1967
John Martin is the interim vice presi-
dent for community relations at North 
Idaho College.

1969
2009 is your reunion year!
We are looking for class volunteers 
to help plan your reunion. Please 
contact the Alumni Office at 
301.687.4068 or e-mail alumni@
frostburg.edu.

1970
Patrick D. Kelly, watercolorist and 
digital artist, had his paintings fea-
tured at St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Frostburg in the month of August 2008. 
Landscapes and nature subjects are the 
themes of his paintings. After working in 
various schools throughout Maryland, 
Patrick has retired following a 37-year 
career in education. 

Larry D. Kump has taken early retire-
ment from the Maryland prison system. 
He has also resigned his interim posi-
tion as Maryland Classified Employees 
Association Western Maryland Regional 
Governor.

1971
Roy Lantz’s book, Never Beat the Boss 
at Horseshoes, is now available in paper-

Spacewalks Highlight Astronaut’s Mission 
Astronaut Richard Arnold ’85 was scheduled to make his first journey into orbit on space 
shuttle Discovery’s upcoming mission to the International Space Station on Feb. 19. 

Arnold, a former teacher, is a mission specialist who was selected by NASA in 2004. 
Arnold has a bachelor’s degree in accounting and his teacher certification from Frostburg, 
but he also discovered a love of biology during his undergraduate years that pointed him 
toward a marine, estuarine and environmental science master’s degree. 

He and his six crewmates were targeted to launch from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida at 7:28 a.m. During the 14-day flight, designated STS-119, Arnold was to conduct 
three of the mission’s four spacewalks. The shuttle was to deliver the space station’s fourth 
and final set of solar array wings, completing the station’s backbone, or truss. The arrays 
will provide the electricity to power science experiments and increase the crew size to six 
in May.

Profile went to press before the mission began, but you can read all about Ricky’s mis-
sion at www.nasa.gov/shuttle. And look for more in the next issue of Profile. 

On top of the world and out of this world

Ready to Reminisce? 
The Golden Anniversary Reunion is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 6, 2009. 
FSU will help the Class of 1959 celebrate 
their 50th anniversary. All alumni from 
the Class of 1959 and before are invited 
to attend. 

Pictured (from last year’s celebration) are 
Marina (Tuya) Beasley, Bennett Murray 
and Sari (Slick) Kilheffer, all Class of 1958 
graduates.

Adventuresome Grads Reach New Heights
It’s no secret that Frostburg grads can reach great heights, but two Bobcats reached the 
summit of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Africa, within two months of one another. 

First, Pat Hiban ’87 of Clarksville, Md., reached Uhuru Peak on July 21, 2008. He 
took the Howard County flag with him, and the county later proclaimed July 21 to be Pat 
Hiban Day. 

Next, Debi Young Powell-Maxwell ’78 of Edmond, Okla., reached the peak on  
Oct. 1, 2008. In true Bobcat spirit, she wore a Frostburg cap, which has gone along on 
numerous global adventures with her. She marks each event on the cap; she says she’s 
running out of room.

We would love to see you wearing your Frostburg garb pictured with some of the 
world’s more recognizable landmarks – whether it’s the Eiffel Tower or the World’s 
Largest Ball of String. Send photos (prints will be returned) with your name, address, 
class year and e-mail address to “World Pictures in Profile,” Communications and Media 
Relations, Frostburg State University, 101 Braddock Road, Frostburg, MD 21532-2303 or 
e-mail emedcalf@frostburg.edu.

Astronaut and Frostburg grad Ricky Arnold, far right, managed to persuade the entire crew of 
STS-119 to show some Bobcat pride by wearing Frostburg State caps for an unofficial “official” photo. 

Pat Hiban ’87 Debi Young Powell-Maxwell ’78

1991
Jerri Drummond is the director of mul-
ticultural affairs at Alfred University in 
New York. She develops educational pro-
grams and workshops that build multicul-
tural awareness among 
students.

1993
The Rev. Kevin L. 
Johnson was accepted 
into the Navy’s Chaplain 
Corps. After commis-
sioning as a lieutenant, 
junior grade, he went to 
Newport, R.I., for officer 
and chaplain training. 
From there, with his wife 
Katherine and daughter 
Grace, he will proceed 
to his first duty station 
at the Marine base of Camp Pendleton in 
California.

Linda S. Rowley contributed the chapter 
“Management of Safety Engineering Work 
 - Best Practices” for the American Society of 
Safety Engineers’ The Safety Professionals 
Handbook. Linda is the safety and health 
manager for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
and lives in Littleton, Colo.

1994
2009 is your reunion year!
We are looking for class volunteers to 
help plan your reunion. Please contact 
the Alumni Office at 301.687.4068 or 
e-mail alumni@frostburg.edu.

Leadership and Homecoming 
Weekend 2008 offered great 
weather and lots of fun 
opportunities to get together 
with old friends and revisit 
those ’Burg days.

Above, the FSU Marching Band, wearing its first new uniforms in nearly 25 years, entertained at halftime. 

Golden Anniversary

President Gibralter crowns Homec
oming 

Queen Alexandra Cozart, represe
nting 

Delta Zeta, which raised more th
an 

$3,900 for County United Way.
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Cardboard Pete Makes the Rounds 
Pete Daley ’94 is a lieutenant in the Army National Guard stationed in Iraq. To help 
keep Pete connected to family and friends, his sisters, including Gina Daley Ruppert 
’96, Angie Daley Gohlinghorst ’01 and Missy Daley Hannibal ’98, started carry-
ing a life-size cardboard cutout of their soldier brother to family events, then e-mailing 
the pictures to the real Pete. Soon, “Cardboard Pete” was living a pretty exciting life, and 
the real Pete was starting to get jealous.

“He says he has a better life cardboard than he does for real,” Ruppert told a writer 
for “The Official Washington Redskins Blog.” 

___________________________________________________________________________
Name

___________________________________________________________________________
Maiden Name  Soc. Sec. No. 

___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail

___________________________________________________________________________
Address 

___________________________________________________________________________
City  State  Zip 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Home Phone 

___________________________________________________________________________

Graduation Date/Major 

___________________________________________________________________________
Employer 

___________________________________________________________________________
Job Title 
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

News and photos should be addressed to: Profile, 228 Hitchins, Frostburg State University, 101 
Braddock Road, Frostburg, MD 21532-2303. You can send e-mail to alumni@frostburg.edu or fax 
us at 301.687.4069. You can also send us your info via our Web site: www.frostburg.edu (click on 
“Alumni”).
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Sara Raimo married Erich 
Muehleisen ’99 on July 7, 2008, in 
Frederick, Md. Both are Department of 
Defense contractors working in the D.C. 
Metro area. They reside in Elkridge, Md.

2001
Dr. Jason Hiser married Dr. Jane Doss 
Wilson on June 14, 2008. He is employed at 
Broad Street Veterinary Hospital. The couple 
resides in Richmond, Va.

Evie Morris married Chad Paul ’98 
on Oct. 6, 2007. Evie is a pharmacist at CVS 
Pharmacy in Culpeper, Va., and Chad is a 
software developer at ArcBridge Consulting 
in Herndon, Va. The couple resides in 
Gordonsville, Va.

Kelly Lashley married Kenneth Thomas 
Jr. on Oct. 6, 2007.

2002
Jenny Grow ’02/M’04 married Steve 
Betten on May 17, 2008. Jenny is a second-
grade teacher in Anne Arundel County in 
Maryland. The couple lives in Odenton, Md.

Tonya Stafford married Daniel James 
’01 on July 7, 2007. Tonya is employed by 
the Washington County Board of Education 
as a high school business teacher, and 
Daniel is the assistant prosecuting attorney 
in Morgan County, W.Va. The couple lives in 
Berkeley Springs, W.Va.

Molly Albright married Robert Moore 
’02/M’05 on July 28, 2007. Molly is a 
third-grade teacher at West Side Elementary 
School, and Robert is an accountant at 
Turnbull, Hoover, and Kahl. The couple lives 
in Cumberland, Md.

Jonathan Miller married Casey Spencer 
on Sept. 22, 2007. Jonathan is a pharmacist 
with Rite Aid Pharmacy in Grantsville, Md. 
The couple resides in Frostburg.

2003
Megan Robison married Earl Gaumer on 
May 6, 2006.

2004
Monica Cherone married Joshua 
Denison ’04 on Sept. 8, 2007. Monica is 
employed with the Mona Electric Group Inc., 
and Joshua works for Denison Landscaping. 
The couple lives in Waldorf, Md.

2005
Gina Grumbine is a junior sales repre-
sentative for The Herald-Mail Advertising 
Department in Hagerstown, Md.

2008
Nathan Jackson 
is in his first year 
of medical school 
at the West Virginia 
School of Osteopathic 
Medicine in 
Lewisburg, W.Va.

Nathan Jackson

Friend of the University
Kathy Milligan was promoted to adjunct 
professor of education at Stevenson 
University in Maryland.

Marriages 
1952
Frenis and Mabel Hoffman celebrated 
69 years of marriage on July 16, 2008. 
Both Mabel and Frenis are retired from 
Montgomery County public schools; the 
couple lives in Frederick, Md.

1982
Debra Alkire married William McElvie Jr. 
on June 15, 2007. Debra is a kindergarten 
teacher at Cresaptown Elementary School 
in Cresaptown, Md. The couple lives in Bel 
Air, Md.

1996
Kristy French married Steven Kahn on 
May 5, 2007. Kristy is a social worker and 
works for the state of Maryland.

Clinton Often married Judith Caruso on 
Aug. 2, 2007. He is a sports information 
director at Mary Washington College. The 
couple lives in Fredericksburg, Va.

1999
Leah Litten married Gregory Oster 
’01 on July 7, 2007.

continued u

information technology, supervisory manage-
ment and landscape horticulture programs; 
he has administrative responsibility for nurs-
ing programs at the Mequon campus. 

1999
2009 is your reunion year!
We are looking for class volunteers to 
help plan your reunion. Please contact 
the Alumni Office at 301.687.4068 or 
e-mail alumni@frostburg.edu.

Dennis DiCintio is the director of envi-
ronmental health for the Wicomico County 
Health Department. He lives in Fruitland, 
Md., with his wife and three children.

Michael Wescott and Amy Barnes 
Wescott ’96 have four children: Caleb (8), 
Peyton (6), Aubrey (4) and Isaac (2). Mike 
has owned his own graphic design busi-
ness for one year, Chickenhouse Graphics, in 
Boonsboro, Md. Amy is busy as a homemaker 
and bookkeeper.

2002
David Goad, Allegany County Sheriff, 
has been named president of the National 
Sheriffs’ Association.

Amy Wescott was honored as Collingswood 
Teacher of the Year (2007-2008 academic 
year) for her work with at-risk pre-kindergar-
ten students in New Jersey.

2003
Ellie Rahochik graduated with an MFA in 
creative writing from the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro in spring 2007. She is 
employed at Virginia Tech as a grant writer/
editor and lives in Troutville, Va.

2004
2009 is your reunion year!
We are looking for class volunteers to 
help plan your reunion. Please contact 
the Alumni Office at 301.687.4068 or 
e-mail alumni@frostburg.edu.

Douglas Kotula completed a summer 
run of The Taming of the Shrew as 
Petruchio with the Shakespeare Factory. He 
began his 13th year of teaching drama in 
the fall and is directing A Raisin in the Sun 
and High School Musical for Pikesville High 
School.

1995
Michael Shockey is the assistant vice 
president of marketing for First Peoples 
Community Federal Credit Union in 
Cumberland, Md.

Stephanie Rowland Legacy, a physical 
education teacher at Eastport Elementary 
School in Annapolis, Md., has bowled her 
way to a national award. She was named 
National In-School Educator of the Year 
by the Bowling Proprietor Association of 
America in June for her work to integrate the 
bowling program in her classes with other 
educational and life skills, such as math, 
teamwork and coordination.

1997
Tommy M. Dean ’97/M’00 was pro-
moted in August 2008 to the grade of GS14 
and the position of deputy financial pro-
gram manager for the Navy Enterprise 
Resource Planning Program in Annapolis, 
Md. He resides in Hanover, Md., with his 
wife, Dineyli Diaz-Dean ’98, who is an 
educator in Anne Arundel County. Tommy 
and Dineyli have three daughters, Kara (9), 
Kirsten (6) and Rachel (1 1/2).

Tom Metz has been appointed to the edi-
torial board of Protemic Insights, a new 
peer-reviewed journal published by Libertas 
Academica. He is a senior research scientist 
for Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.

1998
Dr. Richard Ammon was named the 
associate dean for Business and Health pro-
grams at Milwaukee Area Technical College 
(MATC) in Milwaukee, Wis. He leads educa-
tional initiatives across the MATC district in 

FSU’s Homecoming king, queen and court together raised more than 
$9,500 for seven local charities. The court was presented and the 
king and queen were crowned at the Leadership and Homecoming 
Weekend football game. From left are FSU President Jonathan Gibralter, 
Homecoming Queen Alexandra Cozart, Stacey Hill, Roya Zarpak, Justin 
Underwood, Alexander Haslacker, Patrick Simpson, Homecoming King Matt 
Byars and FSU Student Government Association President Kellie Goforth.

Cardboard Pete has become a bit of a regional celebrity, meeting the Redskins cheerleaders, 
left, and being “interviewed” by Baltimore ABC2’s morning anchor, Jamie Costello (but that 
conversation was a little flat). 

Cardboard Pete gets together with family and friends frequently, including, from left, siblings 
Missy Daley Hannibal, Tom Daley, Gina Daley Ruppert and Angie Daley Gohlinghorst, all of whom 
attended FSU.

classnotescloseup

Looks like a bad case of “NoClassNotes-itis.”
Send us your Classnotes and you’ll feel better in no time.

classnotesclipper
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In Memoriam

Alumni
1939/67 Virginia Plummer 

July 10, 2008

1943 Anna Davis Eisentrout 
Oct. 10, 2008

1946 Watson E. Mowbray 
July 22, 2008

1951 Charles Sitter 
July 21, 2008

1952 Theresa “Pat” Ritter 
June 5, 2008

1955 David Lynn Van Gosen 
Oct. 7, 2008

1957 Dolores “Dory” (Fahey) 
Miller 
Sept. 20, 2008

1965 Jim Sigler 
Nov. 17, 2008

1970 Robert “Reppy” Rephan 
June 16, 2008

1971 Sandra Barber 
June 5, 2008

1973 Constance “Connie” 
Higgins 
May 23, 2008

1974 Thomas J. “Tim” Smith 
July 10, 2008

1977 Dr. Robert Rentschler 
June 15, 2008

1980 Laval “Scott” McRae 
June 1, 2008

1983 Wendy J. 
Wieczorkowski-Sealine 
June 5, 2008

1990 Craig Bakner 
May 23, 2008

2004 Jennifer L. Johnson 
Nov. 1, 2008

Friends of the University
Andrew Clever 

Feb. 1, 2008

Don Richard “Rick” Cage 
May 30, 2008

Ella (Danner) Arnold 
June 25, 2008

Louis St. Marie, Jr. 
July 13, 2008

Robert Dezen 
Sept. 27, 2008

Horton H. “Tony” Tracy 
Nov. 8, 2008

E. Lois Ferree 
Nov. 9, 2008

Sean Nicholas Green 
Nov. 12, 2008

Robert Jackson Covey 
Nov. 18, 2008

Michael Millione 
Nov. 21, 2008

Maggie Guild 
Dec. 1, 2008

Kurt Humbertson 
Dec. 12, 2008

Extra Credit: The 7 Things Every  
College Student Needs to Know 
About Credit, Debt & Ca$h 

by Bill Pratt ’98

Extra Credit provides 
solid advice for not 
only students, but the 
parents and grand-
parents of college 
students. A former 
vice president for Citi-
group and a published 
economist for the 
federal government, 
Pratt reveals the top 10 tricks used by credit card 
companies and offers tips on how to avoid those 
tricks and make better use of credit cards, debit 
cards and cash. The book is available through 
Amazon.com, the Frostburg State University 
bookstore, his Web site, ExtraCreditBook.com 
and through select bookstores. 

I Drink Rat’s Milk: A Novel 
by James Murphy ’03

From a chance meeting 
to a journey of self 
discovery: Anthony 
Mazon’s life was 
nothing but routine. 
Every Sunday he sat 
in his neighborhood 
coffee shop examining 
the world around him 
and writing down anything that popped into his 
mind. However, one Sunday he finds his usual 
seat taken by a stranger. Anthony just wanted 
his seat, yet four words became engraved into 
his mind and set in motion events that would 
drastically alter his life. For everyone who fol-
lowed the well-beaten path through life, there 
are a few who embark on the road not taken. 
The book is available on Lulu.com and Amazon.
com.

Karley Moss ’04/M’08 married Kris 
Hensley ’07 on May 31, 2008. Karley is 
a therapist at the Stone Bridge Transitional 
Care Home, and Chris is an auditor for the 
Department of Homeland Security. The 
couple lives in Hagerstown, Md.

Lora Thomas married William Jones 
on March 15, 2008. The couple lives in 
Kaneohe, Hawaii.

2005
Krysta Zaloga married Ryan Hostetler 
’04 on July 7, 2007. Krysta is a life science 
teacher, and Ryan is a police officer. The 
couple lives in Richmond, Va.

Jeremy Rice married Ashley Dugan 
on July 28, 2007. Jeremy is employed at 
Northern Middle School as a health and 
physical education teacher. The couple lives 
in Frostburg, Md.

2006
Tricia Austin married Travis Bennett 
’05/M’06 on May 19, 2007. Tricia is a con-
figuration manager for Lockheed Martin, 
and Travis is a marketing specialist for 
Laureate Education. The couple resides in 
Glen Burnie, Md.

Kathryn Sandvick married Preston Everly 
on June 16, 2007. Katie is an intervention 
teacher at Beall Elementary in Frostburg, 
Md. The couple lives in Hyndman, Pa.

Kristina Hanft married Bryan Ray 
’07 on July 21, 2007. Kristina is a fourth-
grade teacher for Frederick County Public 
Schools, and Bryan is a project manager for 
Woodlawn Mechanical in Gaithersburg. The 
couple resides in Frederick, Md.

Christina Clark married David Ujcic on 
Oct. 13, 2007. Chrissy is a family services 
specialist at the HRDC Head Start of Allegany 
County. The couple resides in Carpendale, 
W.Va.

2007
Tara Slider married Garrett Croston 
’07 on July 7, 2007. Tara is attending West 
Virginia University’s School of Medicine for 
her doctorate in biomedicine, and Garrett 
is employed in management of Naylor’s 
Ace Hardware in Oakland, Md. The couple 
resides in Morgantown, W.Va.

Erin Johnson married Jason VanGilder 
on April 26, 2008. She is an assistant lead 
for Merkle Response in Grantsville, Md. The 
couple lives in Berlin, Pa.

2008
Michelle Sacco married Larry Terry on 
Oct. 20, 2007. Michelle is attending graduate 
school online at Dominican University and 
is working for the Allegany County Board of 
Education as a substitute teacher.

Dr. Horton H. “Tony” Tracy, who died on Nov. 8, 2008, taught 
in the Department of Computer Science for 21 years of his career, 
which followed stints at universities around the world. His col-
leagues report that he was a valuable source of innovation for his 
department, which he chaired for nine years and served through 
every departmental committee. Tony passed on his wisdom and 
knowledge to the University’s students by serving as an academic 
advisor for computer science majors and was the academic advisor 
to the FSU computer club.

He is survived by his wife, Joanna, and his children Tyron and 
Tianna. 

Margaret “Maggie” Graf Guild, who died on Dec. 1, 2008, was 
the widow of former Frostburg President Nelson P. Guild and a 
beloved member of the campus family for more than 40 years, both 
during and after her husband’s time in office. 

“A generation of us experienced her welcoming warmth and 
continued generosity,” said FSU Provost Steve Simpson. An active 
community volunteer with Meals on Wheels and the ASPCA, she 
was also a Life Master in the International Bridge Association.

She is survived by her son Douglas and three grandchildren. She 
was also preceded in death by her son Matthew. Her family requests 
expressions of sympathy be directed to the FSU Foundation with a 
gift to either the Matthew Guild Memorial Scholarship or to the Dr. 
Nelson P. and Margaret G. Guild Senior Honors Scholarship, or to 
a charity of one’s choice.

Births, Adoptions
1988
Margaret Thompson Mardiros and her 
husband, Martin, brought home their daugh-
ter Millicent in January 2008 after meeting 
her in Armenia on Christmas day 2007. Millie 
joins her brother Mitchell and sister Katrina.

1990
Dr. David A. Ruth and his wife, Christine, 
announce the birth of Andrew Raymond on 
July 31, 2008. Andrew joins siblings Nick 
(8), Nate (4) and Abby (2). David serves as 
the Dean of Students at Drexel University in 
Philadelphia, Pa.

1991
Joelle Plauger Butler and her husband, 
Andre, announce the birth of their first son, 
Christian Paul on Feb. 28, 2008. The family 
lives in Hagerstown, Md.

1993
Patricia Carroll Sanders and Marc 
Sanders ’93 announce the birth of son 
Aidan Matthew on Aug. 8, 2008.

1994
Nancy Horn Ruddle and her husband, Don, 
announce the birth of son Michael James 
on April 11, 2008. Michael joins siblings 
Jonathan and Megan.

1996
Kristy French Kahn and her husband, 
Steven, announce the birth of son Luke on 
Feb. 28, 2008.

1997
Erin Determan Clagett and Tom 
Clagett ’97 announce the births of identical 
triplets, Brooke, Lexi and Brynn, on May 31, 
2008. The girls join big sister Hannah (4).

1998
Wendy Young Durst and J.D. Durst 
’99 announce the birth of daughter Addison 
Marie on June 14, 2007. 

Nicole Goodfellow Horsch and 
Nathaniel Horsch ’98 announce the 
birth of Josephine Roberts Horsch on  
June 19, 2008. Josie joins sisters Emily and 
Marnie.

2000
Stacy Pickett Ficken and Russell 
Ficken ’99 announce the birth of son 
Ethan William on May 14, 2008.

Cori Michele Zinner Sears and Devin 
Lance Sears ’00 announce the birth of 
their son, Brady Nolan, on Jan. 19, 2008.

2001
Jessica Yahnert Masser and Brian 
Masser ’02, announce the birth of son 
Lance Christian on Sept. 15, 2008.

2002
Julie Petr Tobiason and John 
Tobiason ’02 announce the birth of Jack 
Joseph on Nov. 19, 2008.

Renee Scott Twigg and her husband, 
Shawn Twigg ’03, announce the birth of 
son Jacob Daniel on Aug. 27, 2008. Jacob 
joins big brother Benjamin.

New Classnotes Format
This issue of Profile includes our new- 
format ClassNotes, with separate sections for 
birth and adoption announcements, and for 
the announcement of marriages and other 
commitment ceremonies. We regret that we 
will no longer be able to publish wedding 
or baby photos. However, please continue to 
send other alumni-related photos. 

books by alumni

Dr. Horton H. “Tony” Tracy

Maggie Guild

Save the date! 

Don’t miss out on the fun!
Leadership & Homecoming Weekend
October 16-19, 2009

30 PROFILE 31spring2009



sports

estimate@whitmore.com

National Bobcats

D.C. Baseball Team Boasts Two From the ’Burg
The Washington, D.C., Nationals baseball team will have the services of two Bobcats this season, 
one in the dugout and one in the training room. 

Jim Riggleman ’74, who just finished most of the season as the Mariners’ interim manager, has 
been named bench coach for the National League team. Riggleman brings nearly eight seasons of 
managerial experience to the Nationals, having also led the San Diego Padres from 1992 to 1994 
and the Chicago Cubs from 1995 to 2000. A Nationals press release says he is “widely considered 
one of the brightest baseball minds in the game.” He played eight seasons after being drafted by the 
Dodgers in 1974, and he has managed or coached stars such as Tony Gwynn, Luis Gonzalez, Sammy 
Sosa, Ryne Sandberg, Gary Sheffield, Jim Thome, Manny Ramirez and Ichiro Suzuki.

Helping keep the players strong and healthy will be John Philbin ’79, who has been named 
strength and conditioning coach for the Nats. Philbin, who was an All-American decathlete and 
football player for the Bobcats and a member of the 1984 U.S. Bobsled Team, will draw on 29 
years of fitness experience, including as a strength coach for the Washington Redskins and Olympic 
head coach and director of sports science and conditioning for the U.S. Bobsled Team. Philbin is 
president and CEO of Philbin’s Athletic Training Center in Gaithersburg, Md., and founder and 
president of the National Strength Professionals Association.

sports

Two Bobcats Earn Chances 
to Continue Soccer Careers
Bobcat senior goalkeeper Jay Herford has been invited 
to the United Soccer League Harrisburg City Islanders 
preseason camp that begins in March and was also 
asked to participate in their evening training sessions 
in January, while senior Adam Gracia was invited to a 
two-day tryout with D.C. United of Major League Soccer 
in December and was invited to preseason training of the 
USL team Real Maryland, beginning in mid-February.

Herford, a two-year starter in net for the Bobcats, and 
Gracia, a four-time All-Allegheny Mountain Collegiate 
Conference selection, helped FSU to a 14-5-1 overall 
record this fall and the ECAC South Tournament for the 
second-straight year. Gracia was named the 2008 AMCC 
Player of the Year after finishing fourth in the league in 
both points (28) and goals (11) and seventh in assists 
(6). Gracia ended his Frostburg State career with 20 
goals and 23 assists. Herford, a two-time All-Allegheny 
Mountain Collegiate Conference Goalkeeper, finished 
his senior season ranked second in the league in goals 
against average (0.77), third in goals allowed (15) and 
save percentage (0.797) and ninth in saves (59).

Gracia was the only NCAA Division III player invited to 
the D.C. United tryout. To be invited to the tryout from 
the D3 level, Gracia was recommended by someone 
within the D.C. United organization. He and Herford 
both spent time with the D.C. United Super 20 Team two 
years ago, Gracia as a starter on the defensive unit while 
Herford spent time in goal.

Both Harrisburg and Real Maryland are second-
division teams of the USL. Harrisburg City finished in 
fifth place last season while Real Maryland finished 10th 
in its first season of competition.

Adam Gracia

Jay Hereford

Andre DixonFred Howze

Howze and Dixon Land in Indoor Football League
Former Frostburg football players Fred Howze ’07 and Andre Dixon ’07 aren’t done with their play-
ing careers just yet as the two will be suiting up this spring with the new Indoor Football League.

Both from Upper Marlboro, Md., Howze has signed a contract to play for the Abilene Ruff Riders, 
in Abilene, Texas, while Dixon will be joining the Omaha Beef this season in Omaha, Neb.

The IFL, which consists of 19 teams after the United Indoor Football Association and the Intense 
Football League merged late last summer, will begin its inaugural season in 2009 with a 14-game 
regular season schedule that kicks off in mid-March. The IFL as been divided into two conferences 
(Intense and United) and a total of four divisions. 

Howze, a three-year starter and two-time All-Atlantic Central Football Conference selection for 
the Bobcats, will compete for time as wide receiver for the Ruff Riders. Howze finished his Frostburg 
career with 107 receptions, 1,247 yards and three touchdowns. He ended his collegiate playing 
career with at least one reception in 30-straight games. The Ruff Riders finished the 2008 season 
5-9 overall while a member of the Intense Football League.

Dixon, an Honorable Mention All-ACFC honoree as a senior, will be looking to secure a spot 
at quarterback for the Beef this season but could also be used as a utility player due to his athleti-
cism. Dixon was a dual-threat for the Bobcats with both his throwing and running ability. During 
his senior year with FSU, he threw for 813 yards and five touchdowns while he ran for 404 yards 
and another five scores. He finished his career with 15 total touchdowns. Omaha finished the 2008 
season with a 10-5 while a member of the UIF.

FSU grad is back  
in the NBA
By David Driver

One day Barry Hecker ’70 was coaching eighth- 

graders with Amateur Athletic Union basketball in 

Utah. The next day he was on a plane to Memphis 

to be an assistant coach in the National Basketball 

Association.

The unlikely scenario happened when Lionel Hollins 
was named the head coach of the Memphis Grizzlies 
after former mentor Marc Iavorni was relieved of his 
duties Jan. 23. Hecker, a former basketball and baseball 
standout at FSU, was an assistant coach under Hollins in 
the International Basketball 
League with Las Vegas during 
the 2000-01 season.

“We basically hit it off very 
well,” Hecker said of his rela-
tionship with Hollins, a guard 
who helped lead Portland to 
the 1977 NBA title. “To me it 
is not just basketball. He is a 
great guy. We became good 
friends and we kept in touch.”

Just hours after being 
named the Memphis head 
coach, Hollins contacted 
Hecker. “He called and said, 
‘Are you ready to get to 
work?’ He knew I like to work 
hard,” said Hecker, sitting courtside before a recent game 
between the Grizzlies and Wizards at the Verizon Center in 
downtown Washington. Hecker had not heard that Hollins 
had been named the new head coach at Memphis. He 
was busy coaching a youth team in Salt Lake City, where 
he has lived for more than 30 years.

Hecker, who has a master’s degree in education from 
George Washington University, was an assistant coach 
with a team in the China Basketball Association in 2008 
and has spent 35 years in the game at the high school, 
college and pro levels. He spent 16 seasons with the Los 
Angeles Clippers, including a stint as assistant coach, and 
also worked for the Cleveland Cavaliers.

He was a catcher at FSU under Bob Wells, the longtime 
Bobcat head baseball coach from 1965 to 1994 and 
1997-98. “He thought like a coach,” said Wells, now retired 
in Rhode Island. “He never let anything stand in his way. 
He played all-out.”

Said Hecker, who graduated from Walt Whitman High 
in Bethesda, “I always wanted to be a coach. I loved 
Frostburg. It was a good place for me to go.”

David Driver is a freelance writer in Maryland.  
Learn more at www.davidsdriver.com.

Barry Hecker

2008 Class Inducted into the Bobcat Hall of  Fame 
The 2008 Hall of Fame banquet, held in a transformed Harold J. Cordts Physical Education Center during Leadership 

and Homecoming Weekend, was a chance for scores of Bobcat alumni to reconnect with fellow players and former 

coaches. It also marked the induction of largest class since the Bobcat Hall of Fame was established in 1971, bringing 

the total to 155 members. Inductees were Kristie Delbrugge ’89/M’92, Joe Holland ’95, Vicki Avey Lang ’90, Linda 

Moscato-Gessner ’93, Ron Wallace ’97 and Tracy Wrenn Webster ’90/M’94. 

From left are inductees Joe Holland, Vicki Avey Lang, Tracy Wrenn Webster, Kristie Delbrugge, Ron Wallace and Linda 
Moscato-Gessner.

John Helmick II ’73 points out a 
younger version of himself on his Hall 
of Fame plaque. 

Ron Wallace checks out a larger-than-life 
picture of him from his Bobcat days.

Kristie Delbrugge tearfully reminisces with 
Jim and Nancy Crawley. 

Linda Moscato-Gessner and Tracy 
Wrenn Webster show off their 
induction plaques.

Vicky Avey Lang hugs her former 
coach, Barbara Surgent, while 
Robert Lewis waits his turn.

Joe Holland, a former defensive 
lineman, shares stories about his 
Bobcat football experience. 
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Fall ’08
Men’s Cross Country
Eighth-year head coach Randy Lowe and the men’s 
squad battled through a tough season. The Bobcats 
fielded one of its youngest teams ever, with fresh-
men representing five of the top six runners. Senior 
Brian Leiter had the top finish for FSU this season 
with his fourth-place finish at the season-opening 
Shippensburg Alumni Invitational. Frostburg fin-
ished fourth at the Allegheny Mountain Collegiate 
Conference Championships and followed it up 
with a 30th-place finish at the NCAA Regional 
Championship. Freshman Gavin Caupp was 
the only Bobcat to earn All-Conference honors 
in 2008 with his fifth-place finish (28:36) in the 
AMCC Championship meet.

Women’s Cross Country
The women’s squad entered 2008 with a strong 
contingent of upperclassmen. The Bobcats battled 
through a tough season only to give an outstand-
ing performance at the AMCC Championships. 
At the conference championships, FSU had three 
runners in the top 10 to record a season-best 
second-place finish. Senior Jennifer Patton led 
the way with a third-place finish (24:06) but was 
followed closely by freshman Anne Patron (24:42) 
in fourth. Junior Gwen Massey rounded out the 
top 10 finishers as she crossed the line at a season-
best sixth place with a time of 24:68. For her 
effort, Patron earned the conference Newcomer 
of the Year award. Patton and Massey also took 
home All-AMCC honors.

Field Hockey
In her second year as head coach, Melissa Grosman 
has turned the Bobcat program around with its 
second-straight winning season. FSU finished the 
season by tying the school record with 15 wins as 
it posted the most wins since 1986 with a 15-6 
record. The Bobcats also broke the school record 
for goals in a season as they totaled 58. Frostburg 
also earned its first postseason bid since 2000 as it 
was invited to participate in the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference Mid-Atlantic Tournament. 
Senior Michelle Frost earned the National Field 
Hockey Coaches Association Second Team All-
Region honors after tallying a total of 11 points 
during the season, recording three goals and five 
assists. She led the team in shots on goal with 
38 and was second in shots (62). Frost was also 
a part of a defense that helped to hold opponents 
to only 1.73 goals scored per game and 9.3 shots 
per game.

Tournament as the No. 2 seed. The Bobcats shut 
out Medaille 4-0 in the AMCC semifinals to set 
up a meeting between the two top seeds in the 
championship against Penn State Altoona. The 
teams battled to a 1-1 tie to bring the conference 
title down to a shootout. PSA prevailed, winning 
the shootout 4-3 to win its first AMCC Title. But 
FSU got another chance at a championship, this 
time in the ECAC Tournament. After shutting out 
Widener and Dickinson in the first two rounds 
of the ECAC Tournament, the Bobcats would 
face Swarthmore in the championship game. 
Again, the Bobcats had their championship hopes 
come down to a game-ending shootout. After an 
exciting match, Swarthmore ended the Bobcats’ 
season with a 5-4 advantage in penalty kicks to 
take the ECAC crown. Seven FSU players landed 
on All-AMCC teams with junior Lauren Lentine 
earning AMCC Player of the Year honors. The 
team also earned – for the third time in school 
history – the Team Academic Award from the 
National Soccer Coaches Association of America 
for outstanding performance in the classroom.

Women’s Tennis
The women’s tennis team had a successful 

2008 season as they finished with an 8-8 overall 
record and a second-place finish in the AMCC 
Championships. FSU, which started slow but 
rebounded with six wins in its final seven matches, 
posted its most wins in a year since a 10-win 
season in 1999. Six women’s players earned All-
AMCC honors led by first team honorees Sarah 
Eisel and Vicky Stafford.

—Billy McDaniel

Football
First-year head coach Tom Rogish had his hands 
full this season as he started to turn around the 
FSU football program. In 2008 the Bobcats fin-
ished 3-6 overall and 1-2 in the Atlantic Central 
Football Conference. The three wins over SUNY 
Brockport (27-14), Southern Virginia (21-13) and 
Apprentice (20-7) are the most for a Bobcat team 
since 2005. The FSU schedule was consistently 
ranked as the toughest schedule in all of Division 
III football as they faced four top-25 programs 
and three NCAA Tournament participants. This 
season, first-year starter Bryan Brosnan passed for 
1,692 yards, which is the most for FSU since 2005. 
In the win over SUNY Brockport, FSU posted 
its season-best rushing effort as Anton Wade and 
Anthony King combined for 165 yards and two 
touchdowns. At the end of the season, 11 Bobcats 
earned All-ACFC honors led by junior George 
Feiser, a first-team selection. Feiser established 
himself as one of the top defensive players in the 
ACFC in his first season with the Bobcats. He 
finished the season tied for the conference lead 
in tackles (70). Feiser also recorded three tackles 
for loss, one sack and two pass breakups while 
starting every game in 2008.

Women’s Soccer
The FSU women’s soccer team earned its third-
straight trip to the ECAC Championships in 
2008, this year as the No. 1 seed and host school. 
The Bobcats ended the season with an overall 
record of 16-2-4, while setting school records for 
the fewest goals allowed in a season (8) and low-
est goals against average for a season (0.35). FSU 
dropped its first game of the season to St. Mary’s 
1-0, but then went on a scoring tear to outscore 
opponents 30-4 over the next 12 games. Frostburg 
earned a bye in the opening round of the AMCC 

sports wrap-up

Brooke Tapman

Bryan Brosnan
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KARYN S. BERGMANN, et al., ,
 
 Plaintiff Class Representatives,
 Plaintiff Class Members,

v.

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF MARYLAND, 
et al.
 
 Defendants.

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

OF MARYLAND FOR

BALTIMORE CITY

Civil Case No. 24-C-02-005740

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MARYLAND FOR BALTIMORE CITY ABOUT 
A CLASS ACTION INVOLVING A TUITION REFUND THAT YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE

A class action has been certified by the Circuit Court of Maryland for Baltimore City and steps have been taken by the parties to notify all class members 
of their rights and involvement in the case. The class action seeks partial tuition refunds for students charged out-of-state tuition after applying for in-state tuition 
at any one of the following University System of Maryland (“USM”) schools: (1) University of Maryland, Baltimore; (2) University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County; (3) University of Maryland, College Park; (4) University of Maryland, Eastern Shore; (5) University of Maryland, University College; (6) Bowie State 
University; (7) Coppin State University; (8) Frostburg State University; (9) Salisbury State University; (10) Towson University; and (11) University of Balti-
more. Students who qualify as members of the class include those who: (1) petitioned any USM school for re-classification from out-of-state status to in-state 
status for any semester from the Spring 2001 to the present, and (2) were denied in-state tuition status based upon a failure to overcome the “financial depen-
dence” or “residence at application” presumptions of the relevant USM policies, but otherwise met the requirements of the policy and the school’s procedures 
for obtaining in-state tuition status, including exhaustion of the institution’s administrative process. Class members are entitled to have the original decision to 
charge out-of-state tuition reconsidered by the institution, based upon revised standards for determining how these presumptions should apply (Those standards 
may be found at www.usmd.edu/regents/bylaws/SectionVIII/VIII270). Depending upon the results of that review, you may be eligible for a refund in the amount 
of the difference between the out-of-state tuition that you paid and the in-state tuition rate applicable at that time.

If you believe you are a member of the class but have not received a personal notice and wish to be part of the class, you should  
immediately contact the class plaintiffs’ attorney Anthony M. Conti at CONTI FENN & LAWRENCE LLC, 36 South Charles Street, Suite 2501, Baltimore, 
Maryland 21201, to learn more about your possible rights in this matter, as you may be entitled to a tuition refund.

To learn more about your possible rights and to make a request to be considered as a member of the class, please contact Anthony M. Conti, CONTI FENN 
& LAWRENCE LLC, by calling (410) 837-6999 or by e-mailing info@lawcfl.com. All e-mails should include the following information: full name, day and 
evening telephone number(s), current mailing address, name of constituent institution attended, and the years applied for and denied in-state tuition.

 
 ___________/s/________________

 Judge M. Brooke Murdock

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

This notice is being published 
to comply with a request  
from the Maryland Attorney 
General’s Office.

We welcome the opportunity to help you fulfill your philanthropic aspirations. 

Please contact us at 301.687.4162
Toll-free: 866.241.3296
E-mail: gocats@frostburg.edu
online: http://foundation.frostburg.edu

f s u  B O B C A T  C L u B

The measure of an intercollegiate 
athletic program is based on a complete experience. 
Here at Frostburg State University, our student-athletes 
demonstrate their commitment to their academics, their 
teams and their school. 

Your support of our athletic teams will be vital to the 
achievements of our student-athletes, both on the field 
of play and off. The Bobcat standard of excellence is 
depending on you. Show your commitment. 

Join the Bobcat Club!



the last word

What It’s All About
It was only fitting that the gala evening 
marking the launch of Staking Our Claim: 
the Campaign fOr frOStburg wound up with a 
performance by the University’s Chamber 
Choir, a spectacularly talented group of 
students. in one group, they embody the 
three themes of this campaign: Student 
enrichment, Academic enrichment and 
Regional and Cultural enrichment. 

This campaign is ultimately about students, those who 
are at Frostburg now, those who are trying to decide if 
they can afford college next year or the year after, and 
all those future generations who will look to Frostburg 
State University to provide them with the opportunity 
to realize their dreams. Staking Our Claim is designed 
to ensure that FSU continues in this role by preserving a 
caring, quality faculty; providing updated facilities; and 
developing programs to produce graduates who will serve 
the evolving needs of our region and nation.
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!  301.687.3137 or toll free  
1.866.TIXX.CES (1.866.849.9237)

http://ces.frostburg.edu 
235 Lane University Center, Frostburg State University, M-F 9am-3pm

The Cultural Events Series is supported by a grant from the Maryland State Arts Council, an agency dedicated to cultivating a vibrant cultural community where
the arts thrive, with funding provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, which believes that a great nation deserves great art. 

FSU is committed to making all of its programs, services and activities accessible to persons with disabilities. To request accommodation through the ADA Compliance Office, call 301.687.4102 or use a Voice Relay Operator at 1.800.735.2258.

Sunday, March 8
THEATREWORKSUSA  
PRODUCTION OF “SEUSSICAL”

Tuesday, April 28
THE ACTING COMPANY/GUTHRIE 
THEATER PRODUCTION OF  
“HENRY V”  
BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
Directed by Davis McCallum

Wednesday, April 1
GEORGE WINSTON

Join FSU’s Friends of CES, a 

special group of performing 

arts enthusiasts who share an 

important vision – supporting the 

Cultural Events Series at Frostburg 

State University, a world-class 

performing arts series right here 

in Western Maryland.  Friends 

helps to bring the joy of the arts 

by supporting efforts to maintain 

affordable ticket pricing and 

access to performances, as well as 

supporting special performances 

for school-aged children and 

educational outreach programs 

for the local communities.  It’s  

tax-deductible and Friends receive 

VIP status.  For more information, 

call 301.687.7495; e-mail 

mplummer@frostburg.edu; or  

visit us at www.frostburg.edu/

admin/foundation/CES/. 

FRIENDS OF CES 
THE ART OF GIVING…

Our gracious sponsors:
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