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Pollination



Self-Pollination



Cross-Pollination



Why should we be concerned 
about pollinators?



Pollinators are important for food 
production

ω75% of flowering plants depend 
on pollinators

ÅMore than 30% of food crops 
depend on pollinators

ÅCross pollination produces 
crops that:

ïare larger

ïare more symmetrical 

ïbring higher market values



Pollinator Declines

ÅMost pollinator populations are declining
ïBees

ïBats

ïBirds

ÅHoneybee population is severely declining



Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
Could Replace Bees

Åpopulations 

increasing

Åwidely distributed

Åpollinate many 

different flowers



Attracting Hummingbirds

ÅFlowers

ÅFeeders

ÅWoodlands

ÅOpen spaces 

ÅForest edges

ÅWater sources

ÅRed objects



Red vs. Yellow

ÅPrevious study in our 
area found yellow 
preference

ÅNo studies 
evaluating male vs. 
female RTHB color 
preferences



Male vs. Female Hummingbirds

ÅMales
ïSmaller

ïFaster metabolism

ïShorter bills

ïRuby throats

ïForked tails

ÅFemales
ï15-25% larger

ïLonger bills

ïWhite throats

ïFan-shaped  white-tipped tails

Male

Female

Juvenile Male


