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This was an exciting year at Frostburg State University
that culminated with outstanding 

commencement exercises on May 

16 where more than 600 gradu-

ate and undergraduate students 

received their diplomas. Com-

mencement is my favorite event of 

the year; I get to shake the hands 

of hundreds of graduates who are 

looking forward to their lives and 

careers and soon after graduation 

are looking back on their years 

at Frostburg State University as 

alumni. I suspect all of our alumni 

reading this edition of Profile can 

remember back to the day you said 

goodbye to Frostburg and, as Hen-

ry David Thoreau said, “walked 

confidently in the direction of your 

dreams.” 

Those dreams are embodied in 

every edition of Profile. In this 

issue, you will read about Ricky 

Arnold, who graduated in account-

ing and education and went on to 

be an astronaut as part of NASA’s 

Space Shuttle program. You have 

read in previous editions about 

Broadway actors, Hollywood televi-

sion writers, business people, teach-

ers, scientists and many people 

who have walked across the stage 

at Frostburg to enter into whatever 

possibilities the world may hold for 

them. In this edition, we introduce 

you to five young alumni, working 

in a variety of fields, who are worth 

watching in the years to come. 

The graduates who walked the 

stage in May 2009 are entering a 

world of uncertainty. The jobs they 

may ultimately possess may not 

have even been created yet. This is 

a time in our history when we all 

face new challenges. We can hope 

that this new economy will be de-

fined by great and creative leaders. 

As uncertain as this time may be, 

it is a time when Frostburg gradu-

ates have an opportunity to define 

our future as they have for many 

generations. 

This is also a time when your 

alma mater needs your help, a time 

when I hope you will consider 

giving something back to assist 

our students with their financial 

burden so they, too, can graduate. 

Our comprehensive campaign, 

Staking Our Claim: The Campaign 

for Frostburg, is well under way, 

and we truly need your support. 

This isn’t raising funds for the sake 

of raising money – this is raising 

funds that will forever impact our 

students’ lives. This edition of 

Profile also features the stories of 

those who have stepped up and 

given generously. If you haven’t 

already, I hope you will join them. 

Sincerely, 

President Gibralter 



































Frostburg State University has accepted an invitation to become a member of the Capital 

Athletic Conference effective July 1, 2010, with athletic competition to begin with 

the 2010 fall semester.  

“The Capital Athletic Conference Board of Directors is thrilled to offer CAC 
membership to Frostburg State University, an institution that not only fits 
our philosophical makeup but also offers a highly competitive array of intercol-
legiate athletic teams,” said CAC President Sean Sullivan. “The Bobcats joining 
CAC competition is a winning situation. The CAC further enhances its level of 
play on the field with yet another successful program, and FSU is able to join a like-
minded athletic conference which frequently makes waves at the national level. It’s a fantastic match!” 

FSU will join the eight other members of the CAC, including fellow Maryland state institutions Salisbury 
University and St. Mary’s College, as well as Hood College and Stevenson University in Maryland, York 
College in Pennsylvania, Marymount University and University of Mary Washington in Virginia and Wesley 
College in Delaware. 

Frostburg State University is currently a member of the Allegheny Mountain Collegiate Conference, which 
encompasses schools primarily from western Pennsylvania and western New York. FSU will remain in AMCC 
for the 2009-10 athletic year. 

“Entry into the CAC represents a new era for Frostburg State Athletics that will improve our competitive-
ness and expand our range of sports,” Gibralter said. “In addition, the schools that represent the CAC are in 
our recruitment area, making it easier for FSU to attract student-athletes and for their families to watch their 
sons and daughters participate in intercollegiate athletics. 

“We will miss the AMCC. It is an outstanding, competitive conference, but this is best for our students,” 
Gibralter said. 

The Bobcats compete in 13 of the AMCC’s 14 championship sports, but will compete in 18 of 19 sports in 
the CAC. That includes three Frostburg teams – field hockey, women’s lacrosse and its renewed men’s lacrosse 
team – that will find a conference after having to compete as independents. Frostburg fields 21 NCAA 
Division III varsity sports teams. 

“Spirited competition has always been a hallmark of the CAC, and Frostburg State’s programs will be 
an excellent addition to our conference,” said CAC Commissioner Tom Byrnes. “Under the leadership of 
President Gibralter and Director of Athletics Troy Dell, we look forward to the Bobcats’ program being a 
challenger in the already strong Capital Athletic Conference.” 

For more information, visit www.cacsports.com. 
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sports
Frostburg State University will induct five new members representing four different sports into the 39th class of 

the Bobcat Athletics Hall of Fame at its annual dinner and induction ceremony on Friday, Oct. 16, as part of the 

Leadership and Homecoming Weekend festivities. With the addition of these five individuals, FSU’s Hall of Fame 

now has 160 members. The inductees will also be recognized at halftime of the Homecoming football game 

against Ithaca on Saturday, Oct. 17, at 1 p.m.

Five to Join Bobcat Athletics Hall of Fame

Zaloga Inducted Into  
MATA Hall of Fame
FSU head athletic trainer Tony Zaloga 
was recently inducted into the Maryland 
Athletic Trainers Hall of Fame for his 30-
plus years of service to the University and 
surrounding community.

Zaloga has been the head athletic 
trainer for FSU since 1978; he established 
and has been the driving force behind 
the school’s athletic training education 
program.

The second member of the MATA 2009 
class, Zaloga has been instrumental in the 
placement of graduate assistant athletic 
trainers in local high schools in Allegany 
County. He developed a vocational pro-
gram through FSU called the High School 
Athletic Training Completer Program, for 
high school students interested in athletic 
training as a career. 

A past-president, regional representa-
tive and participant in MPSSAA champion-
ship events, Zaloga works primarily with 
the Bobcat football and baseball programs 
while overseeing two full-time assistants 
and dozens of student assistants.

sportsbriefs

Jim Riggleman ’72, right, was named interim manager of 
the Washington Nationals baseball team over the All-Star 
break, placing the Bobcat Athletics Hall-of-Famer in a similar 
position to last year, when he took over the helm of the 
Seattle Mariners midseason. In addition to the Mariners, 
Riggleman has managed the San Diego Padres (1992-94) 
and the Chicago Cubs (1995-99). Acting Nationals general 
manager Mike Rizzo said Riggleman “will be a candidate to be 
the long-term answer” as manager. 

Riggleman won’t have to look far for some Bobcat support. 
John Philbin ’79, left, is the team’s strength and condition-
ing coach. The pair posed for this photo during spring training.

Bobcats Join the Capital Athletic Conference 

Riggleman Takes Reins at Washington Nationals

FSU Adds  
Men’s Lacrosse
Frostburg State University will be adding 
men’s lacrosse as a varsity sport, with 
competition scheduled to begin in the 
spring of 2011, and Thomas Pearce has 
been hired to start the new era of men’s 
lacrosse at the University.

Frostburg offered men’s lacrosse from 
1970 to 1978. The women’s lacrosse team 
has been active since the 1960s.

“Not only is lacrosse an incredibly 
competitive sport for our students, but 
it is a great recruitment tool,” said FSU 
President Jonathan Gibralter. “The state 
of Maryland has a strong tradition in 
lacrosse, and adding men’s lacrosse to our 
athletic lineup will allow us to tap into a 
pool of students who would not other-
wise consider Frostburg.” 

Men’s lacrosse is currently sponsored 
by 149 NCAA Division III institutions, 
including seven in the state of Maryland: 
Hood, Stevenson, Salisbury, McDaniel, 
St. Mary’s, Goucher and Washington. The 
sport has seen significant growth.

Pearce comes to FSU from Gettysburg 
College, where he served as an assistant 
coach and offensive coordinator for the 
men’s lacrosse team for the last four sea-
sons, and where he was a two-time All 
American as a student. 

A native of Chestertown, Md., Pearce 
helped Gettysburg to an incredible run 
during his time with the Bullets. The 
team won the Centennial Conference 
Championship and advanced to the NCAA 
Tournament in each of those four seasons, 
including a national runner-up finish this 
spring. Gettysburg collected an overall 
record of 66-12 and was consistently 
ranked in the top 10 in the nation, includ-
ing a No. 5 ranking at the end of this past 
season. 

Pearce, who earned the Intercollegiate 
Men’s Lacrosse Coaches Association 2008 
Division III Outstanding Assistant Coach 
award, helped recruit and coach 20 All-
Americans while at Gettysburg, including 
six in 2009.

The team will play its home games at 
Bobcat Stadium.

Ariel �A.J.� Bell, the 156th 
inductee, was one of the top 
kick return specialists to play for 
the Frostburg football program 
throughout its 47-year his-
tory.  A First Team All-American 
as a senior, Bell helped the 
Bobcats to their first-ever NCAA 
Tournament appearance and vic-
tory in 1993 with a school-record 
10 wins, as well as an ECAC 
Southeast Championship (’91) 
and an ECAC Southwest runner-
up finish (’94).

Kim Creighton, the 157th 
inductee, was a two-time All-
American for the FSU field 
hockey team while helping the 
team to three appearances in the 
NCAA Tournament. Creighton, 
who earned All-American status 
as both a senior and sophomore, 
helped the Bobcats to a 49-20-3 
overall record during her four 
years, one of the highest win 
totals during any four-year stretch 
in school history.

Evan O�Rourke, the 158th 
inductee, established himself as 
one of the top scorers in the his-
tory of the Frostburg men’s bas-
ketball program. He holds several 
top-five career records, including 

the second spot all-time in FSU 
history with 687 field goals made. 
He is also fourth in both points 
(1,662) and free-throw percent-
age (75.7 percent) and fifth in 
field-goal percentage (52.7 per-
cent). O’Rourke, who started 97 
of 110 games during his career, 
powered the Bobcats to an ECAC 
South Region Final and was an 
ESAC All-Conference First Team 
selection as a senior in 1998-89.

Ray Pietras, the 159th 
inductee, helped the Bobcat men’s 
basketball team to 62 wins over 
his four years in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s, including a 
school-record 24 wins during the 
1970-71 season. Often regarded 
as the team’s best defensive player, 
Pietras helped his Bobcat teams 
set several school records. The 
1970-71 team holds the school 

mark for allowing the fewest 
points per game during a season 
(53.4), while the 1971-72 and 
1969-70 squads are ranked sec-
ond and third, respectively.

Craig Rotruck, the 160th 
inductee, was one of the top 
power hitters in Frostburg base-
ball history. He is third all-time in 
Bobcat history with 24 career 
home runs and fourth in a single-
season with 10 home runs as a 
senior. Rotruck, an NCAA 
All-South Region and All-
American honorable mention 
selection, hit .344 as a senior with 
a .753 slugging percentage, good 
for 10th in school history in a 
single-season. 

A.J. Bell ’95

Evan O’Rourke ’89

Ray Pietras ’73Kim Creighton ’90

Craig Rotruck ’92
Did you 
know?
In 2008 the State of Maryland provided  
only 35% of Frostburg State University’s 
budget compared to 76% in 1967?

And this funding cannot be used for 
athletics! 

FSU student athletes rely on you to lead the way 
to provide the equipment, training and facilities 
they deserve.

EVERY STUDENT, EVERY GIFT 
makes an impact

Make your tax-deductible donation today: 
www.frostburgsports.com
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helped Frostburg finish ninth at the outdoor 
championships, the school’s highest finish 
since 1987. The Bobcats won the Mason-Dixon 
Conference Championships and earned a total 
of 26 all-conference honors.

Next Season:  Most of last year’s roster re-
turns, including All-American Emily Furr, for a 
chance to capture the Mason-Dixon Conference 
title for a second-straight year.

Women’s Indoor Track  
& Field
Highlight: Women captured third at the 
Mason-Dixon Conference Championship meet

Recap: Senior Sumer Rohrs capped yet 
another impressive indoor season for the 
women’s track & field program as she was 
named the Female Track Athlete of the Meet 
for the NCAA Championships after winning her 
third-straight national title in the 55-meter 
hurdles, setting an NCAA record in the process. 
The Bobcats earned a total of 17 All-Mason-
Dixon Conference honors, while sophomore 
Emily Furr was named the Field Athlete of 
the Meet.

Next Season:  Frostburg returns a ton of 
young talent for the 2009-10 indoor season as 
the team tries for a Mason-Dixon Conference 
championship.

Men’s Indoor Track & Field
Highlight: Men earned fifth place at the 
Mason-Dixon Conference Championship meet

Recap: Senior Brian Leiter earned victories in 
the 800-meter run at the ECAC Championships 
and the one-mile run at the Mason-Dixon 
Conference Championships to highlight the 
men’s indoor season. The Bobcat men’s team 
totaled 13 All-Mason-Dixon Conference 
selections and will return all but two of those 
honorees next season.

Women’s Swimming  
& Diving
Highlight: Women finished second at AMCC 
Championships

Recap: The Bobcats finished the season strong 
with a second-place showing, just six points 
behind champion Penn State Behrend at the 
AMCC championship meet. FSU captured an 
impressive 25 All-AMCC honors and nearly 
swept the postseason awards. Frostburg head 
coach Kaymee Kelly took home Coach of the 
Year honors, while junior Thirza Roberto was 
named Co-Swimmer of the Year and freshman 
Arielle Harding was selected as the league’s 
Newcomer of the Year.

Next Season:  Frostburg returns 20 of those 
25 All-AMCC selections next season.

Men’s Basketball
Record: 17-10 overall, 13-5 AMCC

Highlight: AMCC Tournament Semifinals

Recap: The men’s basketball team shook off 
a sluggish start (3-6) with 14 wins in their 
final 18 games, including a pair of five-game 
winning streaks to capture the fourth seed 
in the 2009 AMCC Tournament. The Bobcats, 
who hosted their first AMCC Tournament 
contest since 2003-04, defeated Penn State 
Altoona 63-49 in the opening round for their 
third victory over the Lions during the season. 
Sophomore Brian Anderson finished as one 
of the conference’s top scorers and earned 
All-AMCC First Team honors.

Next Season: FSU returns experience at the 
core as its returning junior class combined for 
73 starts in 2008-09.

Women’s Basketball
Record: 16-10 overall, 13-5 AMCC
Highlight: AMCC Tournament
Recap: The women’s basketball team opened 
the season with just three wins in its first eight 
games, but rebounded to win 13 of its final 
18 contests. The Bobcats earned a spot in the 
2009 AMCC Tournament but were upset on a 
last-second buzzer-beater by La Roche. Juniors 
Brittany James and Caryn Wright each took 
home All-AMCC honors, and both will return 
next season as FSU will once again look to be 
one of the top teams in the league.

Softball
Record: 26-18 overall, 10-8 AMCC

Highlight: ECAC South Regional 
Championship

Recap: The softball team capped its season 
in stellar fashion as it made a run to the AMCC 
Tournament Championship for the second 
straight year. The Bobcats also made just 
their second-ever trip to the postseason as 
they were selected to the 2009 ECAC South 
Regional Championship. FSU set several 
single-season school records, most notably 
wins (26), home runs (25) and shutouts (8). 
Sophomore Brooke Tapman led the offensive 
attack for FSU as she set school records in 
runs (42), hits (58), home runs (15), RBIs, 
(43), extra base hits (26), total bases (118) 
and slugging percentage (.901). Tapman was 
named to the NFCA All-Region First Team and 
the ECAC First Team. Three Bobcats earned 
All-AMCC honors.

Next Season:  The Bobcats look to continue 
their upward trend as they have increased 
their win totals by five wins per season over 
the last three years. Coach Landrum needs 
just one more win for 100 career victories.

Women’s Outdoor Track  
& Field
Highlight: Women finished ninth at NCAA 
Outdoor Championships

Recap: Senior Sumer Rohrs set a school 
record with five National Championships 
after capturing two more in the 100- and 
400-meter hurdles at the 2009 NCAA Outdoor 
Championships, while sophomore Emily 
Furr finished seventh in the high jump and 
became FSU’s first-ever All-American in that 
event during the outdoor season. The duo 

sports wrap-up
Mason-Dixon Championships Returns to FSU
The Mason-Dixon Conference Track & Field Championships made a return to FSU on 
May 1 and 2 as a total of 10 schools competed. This championship was last held at FSU 
in 2000.

The Bobcat women used a second-place finish in the meet’s final event, the 4x400-
meter relay, to earn a one-point victory over Christopher Newport (123-122) and claim 
the 2009 title. Penn State Behrend finished third while Salisbury and Gwynedd-Mercy 
tied for fourth.

The Bobcat men’s team finished in fifth place, just three points shy of fourth-place 
Methodist. Salisbury won the title, followed by Christopher Newport and Penn State 
Behrend.

FSU head coach Dale Luy captured Coach of the Year honors after helping the 
women improve from a third-place finish the year before. Sophomore Emily Furr, the 
championship’s most versatile student-athlete, took home Field Athlete of the Meet 
honors. 

Bobcat Track & Field Shines as Team and Individually
It was a strong year for the Bobcat Track & Field teams, with the women’s team 
selected as a 2009 U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches Association (USTFCCCA) 
All-Academic team, and two graduating seniors knocking down school and conference 
records almost faster than they could be recorded. 

The Bobcat women had a cumulative team grade point average of 3.199, joining 
a group of 100 Division III institutions that earned all-academic honors this year. 
Sophomore Anne Patron led the women’s team with a 3.953 GPA followed by class-
mate Jessica O’Neil with a 3.632 while hurdler Sumer Rohrs, who graduated in May, 
was third on the team with a 3.601. Ten FSU student-athletes on the women’s team 
carry a cumulative GPA of 3.00 or higher.  

Rohrs was also named the 2009 USTFCCCA NCAA Division III Outdoor Track Scholar 
Athlete of the Year and earned 2009 College Sports Information Directors of America/
ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District College Division honors. Rohrs successfully 
defended her 100-meter hurdle National Championship and added a National Title 
in the 400-meter hurdles to her list of accolades. With her two titles, Rohrs set a 
new school record with six National Championships. She now has a total of nine All-
American awards and is tied for third all-time in FSU history on the women’s side. She 
was earlier named 2009 Female Track Athlete of the Meet for the NCAA Indoor National 
Championships.

Brian Leiter led the men’s team, setting a record of his own as he became the 
school’s first-ever 1,500-meter All-American after finishing third in the event with a 
time of 3:53.68. He later earned All-American honors for the second straight year after 
finishing sixth in the 800-meter run in 1:51.85. He finishes his career with the Bobcats 
with three outdoor All-American awards, the most in school history in mid-distance 
events. He knocked down two long-standing school records, a 26-year-old mark in 
the 800-meter run during the Jim Taylor Invitational, and a 31-year-old record in the 
1,500-meter run during the Bison Outdoor Classic. In all, he has five school records. 
He finished his career with a combined four All-American awards, the most overall in 
FSU history in mid-distance events. A nine-time All-ECAC selection and a 12-time All-
Mason-Dixon Conference selection, he is a seven-time ECAC champion, including three 
1,500-meter run titles. 

Men’s Swimming & Diving
Highlight: Finished third at AMCC 
Championships

Recap: The Frostburg men’s swimming & 
diving team ended its regular season on a 
positive note with a 154-32 trouncing of 
Bethany (W.Va.) before finishing in third 
place at the AMCC Championships. Seven 
FSU student-athletes were selected to the 
all-conference teams.

Baseball
Record: 25-16 overall, 15-3 AMCC

Highlight: ECAC South Regional 
Championship

Recap: The baseball team recorded its eighth 
consecutive 20-win season and 11th in the 
last 12 years. The Bobcats also earned a trip 
to the postseason for the third time in the 
last four seasons as they were selected as the 
No. 4 seed in the 2009 ECAC South Regional 
Tournament. Junior Andrew Derr and sopho-
more pitcher Trevor Conner were both named 
ECAC All-Stars, while Conner was also named 
to the Mid-Atlantic All-Region Third Team. Six 
Bobcats earned All-AMCC honors.

Next Season:  FSU returns its top four hitters 
as it tries to recapture the AMCC Title, which it 
held in both 2006 and 2007.

Women’s Lacrosse
Record: 7-9 overall

Highlight: Joanna McIntire’s 10-game goal 
streak

Recap: The FSU women’s lacrosse team posted 
the fourth-highest goal-scoring total (187) in 
school history as it was led by a trio of scorers 
this past season. Junior Elisabeth Hildebrand 
led the way with 42 goals, while freshmen 
Rachel Frank and Joanna McIntire each 
chipped in 30 in their first year in a Frostburg 
uniform. 
Next Season: The Bobcats ended the spring 
season with a 5-2 record over their final seven 
contests and will look to carry that momen-
tum into the 2010 season.

Men’s Tennis
Record: 7-7 overall, 5-3 AMCC
Highlight: Third at AMCC Championships

Recap:  After a 2-5 start to the spring, the 
Bobcats caught fire in early April and posted 
a 5-1 record with a pair of shutouts of Pitt-
Greensburg to finish the regular season. Mike 
Stevenson won No. 2 singles while Ryan Miller 
and Tyler Forster combined to earn a victory in 
No. 2 doubles at the AMCC Championships.

Next Season: The Bobcats ended the spring 
season with a 5-2 record over their final seven 
contests and will look to carry that momen-
tum into the 2010 season.

 Thirza Roberto

Brian Leiter

Sumer Rohrs

Men’s Outdoor Track  
& Field
Highlight: Men placed fifth at Mason-Dixon 
Conference Championships; Leiter earned two 
All-American awards at NCAA Championships

Recap: Senior Brian Leiter set an FSU record 
as the school’s first-ever All-American in 
the 1,500-meter run at the NCAA Outdoor 
Championships. He also earned All-American 
honors in the 800-meter run and finishes his 
career with three All-American awards, the 
most in school history in mid-distance events. 
The Bobcats earned 20 All-Mason Dixon 
Conference awards.

Next Season: FSU graduates just one 
student-athlete (Leiter) and will return all 20 
all-conference performers from the outdoor 
season. 

Busha Koffa and Brian Anderson

Elizabeth Carrington and Jamie Morningstar

Trevor Conner

Elisabeth Hildebrand

Brooke Tapman
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