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FSU’s Sustainable Energy
Research Facility Receives
$856,000 Federal Grant
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Energy to fund the final steps in the
establishment of its Sustainable Energy
Research Facility (SERF), a green, self-
sufficient, off-the-grid building designed
for educational research on renewable
energy in the Appalachian region.

Obtained with the assistance of
Maryland Congressman Roscoe Bartlett (R-
6th), who also helped secure the initial
funding for the construction of the
building, this money will make it possible
to purchase research equipment and
computer hardware and software, as well
as to employ researchers and student
assistants.

“Faculty and students will be using the
new SERF facility to expand FSU's
leadership role in the Appalachian region
for research, development,
implementation and training in renewable
energy technologies and sustainable
living,” said Congressman Bartlett.
“America’s grid, while an efficient and
cost-effective distributor of electricity, is
also remarkably vulnerable to natural
disaster or deliberate attack. Residents
and small businesses will benefit from
SERF's work to develop alternative,
renewable, local sources of energy and
technologies to provide enough electricity
for a small facility to operate independent
of the grid.”

“We are very grateful to Congressman
Bartlett for his invaluable assistance in
obtaining this funding,” said FSU
President Jonathan Gibralter. “He is a
lifelong advocate of renewable sources of
energy. He is an inspiration for all
generations on this issue.”

“Congressman Bartlett has always
supported our renewable energy
activities,” said Dr. Oguz Soysal and Hilkat
Soysal, co-directors of FSU’s SERF project.

SERF, a residential-size green building
completely supplied by various renewable
energy sources, will be built in the
Allegany Business Center at FSU, close to
the University of Maryland Center for
Environmental Sciences Appalachian

conduct research,
education and outreach programs.

The research planned at SERF will study
the effectiveness of sustainable energy
resources in Appalachia. Using sensors to
record wind and solar energy data at
numerous locations, the data will be
collected at SERF for processing and
analysis used to model, design and control
integrated renewable energy supply
systems. The goal will be to develop a
knowledge-base for renewable and clean
energy resources available in the region.

“Frostburg State University is perfectly
located for this and other new energy
research projects, with the state’s broadest
access to renewable energy resources,”
said Stephen Spahr, FSU vice president for
Economic Development and Government
Relations. “With the work being done here
on renewable energy and other new
energy resources, like the research into
the Marcellus Shale natural gas reserves,
FSU is positioning the region as a center
for energy for the future.”

SERF will accommodate the FSU
Renewable Energy Center to conduct
extended research, education and
community outreach programs on
renewable energy applications developed
by FSU faculty and their project partners.
The facility will also serve as an example
of a self-sufficient off-grid building for
homeowners, farmers or entrepreneurs
who seek energy security in Western
Maryland or similar locations.

“The new funding secured by
Congressman Bartlett will make it possible
to purchase cutting-edge equipment and
employ distinguished researchers to
conduct renewable energy projects in
SERF,” said the Soysals, both faculty in
the Department of Physics and
Engineering. “The design team is currently
completing the architectural plans.
Construction will start this spring and the
building will be completed in fall 2010.”

For info, visit www.frostburg.edu/
renewable or contact the Soysals at
renewable@frostburg.edu.

FSU Presenté Fall

Dance Concert

ESU’s Department of Theatre
and Dance presents its annual
Fall Dance Concert Thursday
through Saturday, Oct. 22, 23
and 24, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Performing Arts Center.

The dance company is made
up of 17 members; 13 are
returning members and four are
making their debut. Seniors
Emily Morrison and Antonia
deBarros will perform their
final dance concert, dancing a
farewell duet, “Dance All
Night.”

The performance will
highlight 13 pieces ranging
from classical ballet to tap to
jazz with a very emotional
rollercoaster and eclectic mix of
dancing. Company director
Jamie McGreevy choreographed
two pieces that exemplify the
diversified presentation of
dance this semester. The first is
a very contemporary piece, and
the second is an avant-grade
piece to the music of Marilyn
Manson.

During the performance,
guest artists Madeline Bohrer
and Hollie Robertson will dance
in a piece alongside FSU
students. Both guest artists are
students of Mountain Ridge
High School and Frostburg
Dance Academy and won the
FSU Dance Company’s contest,
“So You Want to Dance?” open
to local dancers ages 10 to 18.
The contest began with a video
audition submitted to the FSU
Dance Company, with the final-
round audition in person in
front of the Company.

Tickets for the dance concert
are $6 for students and $12 for
the general public. For info, call
the Theatre and Dance box
office at x7462, Monday
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. and 1:30 to 4 p.m.
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Legacy of “Gentle
Giant” Continues
Through Scholarship
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