UPDATE FROM INTERIM PRESIDENT DARLENE BRANNIGAN SMITH, PHD 06/16/2026

Dear Bobcats,

As members of a university community, we share a commitment to learning, critical thinking
and civic engagement. One of the most important ways we can participate in our democracy is
by exercising our right to vote.

While we do not endorse candidates, political parties, or viewpoints, we strongly support the
democratic process and every eligible citizen’s right to make their voice heard.

So as election season approaches, | encourage you to take time to learn about the issues and
candidates on your ballot, confirm your voter registration status, and plan to vote.

Regardless of your political beliefs, participation in our democracy matters. Thank you for
helping to strengthen our communities through informed and engaged citizenship.

With FSU pride,

Darlene Brannigan Smith, PhD
Interim President



