
Faculty colleagues,  
   
I’m writing this morning to provide guidance in the event that a student enrolled in your course reports 
symptoms or tests positive for COVID-19.  
   
If a student communicates that they are experiencing symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or that they 
have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for the virus, please advise the 
student to remain in their residence, contact the Brady Health Center, and update their check in status 
via FSU COVID19 Check-In. Medical staff at the Brady Health Center will advise the student about how to 
proceed from there.  
   
If a student communicates that they have tested positive for the virus, please advise the student to 
remain in their residence, contact the Brady Health Center for instructions on what to do next, and 
upload their test result via FSU COVID19 Check-In if Brady Health did not perform the test. In the event 
of a positive test, the Allegany County Health Department (ACHD) will be notified by the medical 
provider and will initiate contact tracing. Public health officials will notify an instructor only if there are 
concerns raised during contact tracing.   
   
Faculty are not expected to take any further action, other than to help public health officials contact 
trace others in their class if needed. Faculty must not disclose a specific student’s personal health 
information to others.  
 
 

 
Students who might have been exposed to COVID-19 or who have the virus will be required to 
quarantine or isolate (see the attached guidelines re. quarantine and isolation). Students in 
quarantine/isolation have been advised to directly contact their instructors to make arrangements to 
continue their studies while in quarantine/isolation. Students do not have to tell their instructors that 
they have or suspect they have COVID-19; they may share that they are out for general health 
reasons. As normal, the Office of Student Affairs will notify faculty that the student will be absent for a 
period of time due to medical issues. Faculty with students in quarantine/isolation should be guided by 
the Absences for Health Issues, Bereavement and Other Emergencies policy stated in the Undergraduate 
Catalog:   
   
https://www.frostburg.edu/_files/pdfs/academics/107-regs-20-21.pdf#page=2  
   
Please contact the Provost’s Office (provost@frostburg.edu) with any questions.  
   
As the first week of classes comes to a close, I wish you a restful weekend,  
   
Mike  
   
Dr. Michael B. Mathias  
Interim Provost   
Frostburg State University  
101 Braddock Road  
Hitchins 213  
Frostburg, MD 21532-2303  
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Phone: 301-687-3094  
Fax: 301-687-7960  
mbmathias@frostburg.edu  
   
 
Definitions: 
 
Quarantine:  utilized by medical staff to separate and restrict the movement of well persons who may 
have been exposed to a communicable disease to further observe these individuals for signs of 
illness.  These individuals may have been exposed to disease and do not know it, or they may have the 
disease, but are asymptomatic.  Quarantine can also help to limit the spread of communicable 
diseases. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Maryland Department of Health, and 
the Allegany County Health Department through investigation and surveillance of current active COVID-
19 cases provide guidance for quarantine.   
  
Isolation: utilized to separate ill persons who have a communicable disease from those who are 
healthy. Isolation restricts the movement of ill persons to help stop the spread of certain diseases. The 
amount of time spent in isolation will be dependent on the length of illness, presence of symptoms, 
medical provider’s guidance, and recommendation from the Allegany County Health Department 
(ACHD).  
 
Contract Tracing: Contact Tracing involves the process of trained health department personnel assessing 
contacts of positive cases for the potential of infectious disease exposure. They usually consider 
sustained contact in close quarters within 6 feet of more than 15 minutes in the past 10 days. Contact 
Tracing Resources: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing-
resources.html 
Guiding Policy: 
Students, Faculty, and Staff should be guided by the Absences for Health Issues, Bereavement and Other 
Emergencies policy stated in the Undergraduate Catalog: 
https://www.frostburg.edu/_files/pdfs/academics/107-regs-20-21.pdf#page=2 
Guidance for Faculty with Students in Quarantine/Isolation: 

• As normal, the Office of Student Affairs will contact faculty when a student needs to be out for 

medical related issues. Brady Health will disclose the name and the ID of the student to Student 

Affairs who, in turn, will notify professors that the student will be absent due to medical related 

issues for a period of time (and what that period of time might be if known). 

• If a student discloses they are in isolation/quarantine, per FERPA, faculty members may not 

disclose personal (health) information about specific students to others (other students). The 

Allegany County Health Department (ACHD) will facilitate the contract tracing for the infected 

individual. FERPA Resources: 

https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Co

ronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf 

Guidance for Students in Quarantine/Isolation: 

• The ACHD will be contacted by the medical provider with positive results. Students are 

reminded to fully cooperate with contact tracing.  
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• Students in quarantine/isolation are expected to directly contact their instructors and continue 

their course work through remote learning.  

• In cases where it is unlikely or impossible for the student to be successful in one or more classes 

because of an extended period of absence for COVID-related reasons, the student should 

contact the Office of Student Affairs to facilitate a regular or medical withdrawal subject to 

University policies and procedures on withdrawals (e.g., financial aid, refund policies).  

 


