
Colleagues, 
  
I’m writing this afternoon about the primary instructional modality that we will be using 
this fall. 
  
All courses being offered this fall, except those scheduled to be delivered 
fully online, will employ a blended modality. Frostburg’s Credit Hour Policy defines 
a blended course as follows:  
  

Blended – A blended course is a combination of online and face-to-face 
instruction where a significant proportion of student learning activities are online 
and the time students physically spend in the classroom is significantly reduced 
but not entirely eliminated. 
  

All fall courses not coded as online will be coded as blended. This will allow 
Frostburg to satisfy its internal and external contact-hour requirements within the 
framework of the revised academic calendar.   
  
The blended approach allows for significant flexibility in course design and delivery. The 
specific “blend” of in-person and remote learning will vary by discipline, course, and 
instructor. This approach also reduces the amount of seat time relative to a traditional 
face-to-face course, reducing classroom density. Also, because instructors will have an 
established online presence from the start, the transition to fully remote instruction, 
should that become necessary, will be much easier. 
  
In conjunction with the blended instructional modality, faculty may opt to employ a 
“split” or “rotating” approach to class attendance, where only a subset of the students 
enrolled in a course section attend each in-person class session. For example, in a TuTh 
course with 20 students enrolled, 10 students might attend on Tuesday and the other 
10 students would attend on Thursday. Like with course design and delivery, instructors 
will have latitude in crafting an attendance policy that fits their particular course. Do 
bear in mind, though, that with a blended approach, “attendance” can be understood 
more broadly in terms of engagement with course material online, which can be 
assessed via Canvas, rather than simply in terms of physical presence in a classroom.  
  
As previously communicated, our partners in the Office of Instructional Design & 
Technology have designed an online class to help you adapt your courses to a blended 
modality, Hours to a Hybrid Course (H2H). Instructors interested in this opportunity 
should register for this training by visiting: https://forms.frostburg.edu/120 
  
Also, Frostburg’s Center for Teaching Excellence has created a new discussion board on 
the CTE Canvas resource center to serve as a location for you to ask questions and 
share possible methods and solutions for teaching blended courses during the epidemic: 

https://www.frostburg.edu/_files/pdfs/frostburg-state-credit-hour-policy.pdf
https://www.frostburg.edu/fall2020/revised-fall-2020-academic-calendar.pdf
https://forms.frostburg.edu/120
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 https://frostburg.instructure.com/courses/5571/discussion_topics/101943 

  
Because this mode of instruction will be new to most students, and because 
there will be many variations of the blended modality across courses, it is 
very important that you contact and communicate your particular approach 
to course design, delivery, and attendance to your students in the days 
before classes start.  
  
Thanks, and warm regards, 
 
Mike 
 
Dr. Michael B. Mathias 
Interim Provost  
Frostburg State University 
101 Braddock Road 
Hitchins 213 
Frostburg, MD 21532-2303 
  
Phone: 301-687-3094 
Fax: 301-687-7960 
mbmathias@frostburg.edu  
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