Oct. 7, 2020
Good afternoon,

As we approach the end of the eighth week of this semester, we have passed the halfway point.
And while that’s an encouraging sign, we know that some students are struggling in one or
more classes. Things are different this semester, and you may need different resources. | urge
you reach out to your faculty to help, and also to take a look at the resources of the Academic
Success Network. There is a wide variety of options for assistance. If you’re struggling but are
not sure what kind of help you need, the people in CAAR, the Center for Academic Advising and
Retention, can help point you in the right direction. Email them at caar@frostburg.edu or make
an appointment with a CAAR counselor by booking an appointment online at bit.ly/caarfsu.

Wastewater Testing: As | have mentioned in some of my Coffee with the President sessions, we
have begun weekly testing of wastewater coming from the campus and a good portion of the
neighborhood surrounding it. This program, contracted with Microbac, looks for the presence
of the SARS-CoV-2 pathogen, which is an indication of the presence of the COVID-19 virus.
While we are still developing a baseline measurement, we anticipate this will be particularly
helpful to differentiate between illnesses if we experience a flu outbreak with similar symptoms
to COVID. This is an addition to the numerous COVID-19 indicators the University is monitoring
to determine the raising or lowering of our institutional response levels.

Uploading COVID Results: Speaking of monitoring COVID-19 indicators, if you are tested at an
outside facility for any reason, | encourage you to upload your results to the COVID Check-in
site. This also helps us monitor our situation. Log in and click on “My COVID19 Tests” in the
menu, then Upload Test Results. It will accept a number of file options, including screen shots.
That information will then be reviewed for validation by the Brady Health Center.

Spring Registration: Spring registration begins Monday, Oct. 19. Check for the Office of the
Provost message from Sept. 17 for details on the spring semester. And just a reminder:
Students who want a fully online schedule next semester must work with your academic
advisor to identify and enroll in courses specifically scheduled to be taught online. If these
courses are not available at FSU, we are working with University of Maryland Global Campus to
supplement classes. Make sure to have this conversation with your advisor.

Student Activities: We had a very good discussion in last night’s virtual coffee with students on
ideas for different kinds of socially distanced student activities this fall and next semester. SGA
and Student Activities are in the process of developing ideas. If you have additional suggestions,
email SGA President Noah DeMichele at nidemicheleO@frostburg.edu.

Promise Aguoru Memorial: Finally, | want to remind you of the campus memorial service and
candlelight vigil for Promise Aguoru tomorrow evening beginning at 5 p.m. The service will be
livestreamed from this link. (Because of COVID restrictions, in-person attendance is by

invitation only.) It will be followed at approximately 6:30 p.m. with a candlelight vigil open to
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the entire campus. Participants are asked to gather in Delaney Plaza at the clocktower. Please
continue to care for one another as the campus mourns his loss.

Take care and stay safe,

Ronald Nowaczyk, PhD

President

Frostburg State University

101 Braddock Road

Frostburg, MD 21532-2303

(v) 301.687.4111; (f) 301.687.7070

You may also seek assistance by contacting:

Donnell H. VanSkiver, CAP, MEP, OM
Executive Administrative Assistant

Email: dhvanskiver@frostburg.edu
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