
March 10, 2020 

Good afternoon,  

We continue to be in regular contact with and receive guidance from the University System of Maryland 
regarding the coronavirus (COVID-19).  

Reported cases of COVID-19 infection in the state of Maryland continue to be limited to those who 
traveled out of state, eight people in all. There are no cases reported on the FSU campus or Western 
Maryland.  

Here are the newest updates and preparations at FSU:  

Classes and Campus Status 

• The campus will remain open as usual this week.  
• After spring break, ALL CLASSES, where possible, will shift to online instruction -- no face to 

face classes -- until at least April 6. The Provost has strongly advised faculty to adjust their 
syllabi for this period in response to this extreme situation and to share those revisions with 
students by March 20. (Information on remote teaching technologies is attached.) 

• The campus will remain open following spring break, and students may return to campus on 
Sunday, March 22, at the regularly scheduled time. However, if students wish to remain at home 
during this period, they may do so.  

• Guidelines for students doing course work off campus, such as in internships or clinical 
rotations, are being developed. More information will be shared with mentor faculty. The 
emergency absence procedure for students is also being developed. Those guidelines will be 
issued this week. 

• Students should ensure they are signed up for BURG Alerts and check their emails daily during 
spring break to be aware of developments.  

Travel  

• Work-related travel to any country for which the CDC lists a COVID-19 travel advisory is 
prohibited. We also strongly advise against any other international travel.  

• All non-essential business travel by faculty or staff for this period is canceled. Exceptions to this 
policy must be approved by your respective vice president. 

• Two Alternative Spring Break programs to Texas and Kentucky have been cancelled, as have 
spring break study abroad trips to Italy and Germany.  

Campus Events 

• A list of all campus events through the end of the semester is being compiled. None have been 
canceled, but organizers should identify the date a cancellation decision must be made.  

• Commencement will = be addressed on a USM-wide level at a later date.  

Administrative and Research 

• Administrative departments are reviewing their capabilities for employees to work remotely. 
Reducing in-person meetings or making use of social distancing is encouraged.  

https://www.frostburg.edu/information-technology/Services/burg-alerts.php
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C29c331ac8ad64618cd2f08d7c52de00e%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637194673564270244&sdata=fgtbF2vV3FlskfLmig9i7d368lmhoVNsNG1QLm0G2ac%3D&reserved=0


• Faculty should identify any potential issues regarding their scholarship or research based on the 
above actions and discuss the issue with their dean.  

General 

• The above measures, as well as frequent hand washing and social distancing techniques, are 
designed to protect everyone, but especially those in our population who are most vulnerable. 
Everyone has a role to play in preventing the spread of the disease.  

• Everyone should familiarize themselves with the symptoms – fever, cough and shortness of 
breath – and how to avoid the spread of this disease (see information at this link.). If you think 
you have symptoms, CALL your health care provider (students can call Brady Health at 301-687-
4310). Do not visit them unless instructed.  

• As a reminder, a website has been set up on the Brady Health site with resources and 
information, which will be updated regularly: www.frostburg.edu/COVID-19. It is also linked 
from the front page of the FSU website. We will continue to share these updates as 
developments warrant. 

• Beware of mixed messages in the media or on social media. Official FSU communications are 
the only authoritative source of information regarding FSU operations.   

 

 

Ronald Nowaczyk, PhD  
President  

Frostburg State University  
101 Braddock Road  
Frostburg, MD 21532-2303  

Voice:  301.687.4111 

Fax:     301.687.7070 

 

 

 

 

Technologies Available to Support Remote Teaching 

Technologies are available to support remote teaching. The chart below provides an overview of options 
with links to guides: 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fsymptoms.html&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C29c331ac8ad64618cd2f08d7c52de00e%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637194673564280236&sdata=Fyl3kQBC%2FfOLpwIu8ch8ooePibUpNbfYoPTS2elaIwQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fprevention-treatment.html&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C29c331ac8ad64618cd2f08d7c52de00e%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637194673564280236&sdata=oUPe5yqWE2QtY%2FxgRWeYqTyL5GSmTGcP1GscoFAvTYQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fprevention-treatment.html&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C29c331ac8ad64618cd2f08d7c52de00e%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637194673564290225&sdata=KiwtF1Wgu%2Bb6tXVOgVf1g4fCWcYrk66%2FCuSO%2FLPw5EQ%3D&reserved=0
http://www.frostburg.edu/COVID-19


Establish a mode of communication you will use 
with your students and ensure students are 
aware of this communication method. 

 

Email (Login to Email from Faculty & Staff Web 
Page) 

 

Canvas Inbox 

 

Make your syllabus available digitally. 

 

Canvas Syllabus 

Distribute documents and readings.  Canvas Modules, Pages, Files 

 

Microsoft OneDrive (Office 365 App) 

Use Canvas as a centralized online location where 
you can collect student submissions. 

 

Canvas Assignments, Discussions, Quizzes 

Adding an Assignment in Canvas 
 
Turnitin within Canvas 

Capture your lecture content for students to 
watch remotely. 

 

BigBlueButton located in Canvas Conferences 

 

VidGrid (Have to enable “VidGrid Recording” on 
your navigation bar/menu) 

 

Offer class and/or office hours virtually. 

 

BigBlueButton located in Canvas Conferences 

Evaluate student learning and provide grades and 
feedback. 

 

Canvas Gradebook/SpeedGrader 

Manage Canvas course navigation links. Enable course navigation links 

 

Links to All Canvas Guides. Canvas Instructor Guide – Table of Contents 

 

Link to the FSU Faculty & Staff Page. FSU Faculty & Staff Page 

https://www.frostburg.edu/facultystaff/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-12810-4152719677&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568092456&sdata=jxtKEip0K0npXoP7F84To9b7mYuuvftvfcYNlKlGoL4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-12831-415255577&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568102447&sdata=dkZr1ggtnx9vB4Pdsw7JGVb%2Fjq2r%2BAQF4jBz4Jlyjgs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-10735-what-are-modules&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568102447&sdata=ZxIl8CNjg824RNRtzMB6k37BxJsKerfHF%2BZC9WKFSEk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-10737-67952724477&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568112445&sdata=%2Fm5TtV05PnK4bGobGNUSkpuCBHI%2BmdWHRsui4dFKQJ8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-12963-4152314203&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568112445&sdata=kaKl5n5ccs0DGFfQHWLCtbNXdZBHVZzEV5m4ClaE0sU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.frostburg.edu/facultystaff/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-10733-67952724474&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568112445&sdata=VfC8L%2F5yGg%2F6gj1HJWA6aGk%2Bn5a8O3iEv7p3vi8TAV8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-13016-4152724374&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568122434&sdata=ySo08x956R73wAHG5dRvvWJBOVWgGWkUgL%2BuEYOlKGc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-12943-4152724267&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568122434&sdata=OZ1AuR4mWBQVyvugBxhBdcJdzHb1Wzm9U2Lm2FKZYPE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-9873-415267003&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568132429&sdata=lrtQT7eMCqCiI9tC1cavAzW2sijYwWlQWP4MbhnAgnw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhelp.turnitin.com%2Ffeedback-studio%2Fcanvas%2Fplagiarism-framework%2Fteacher%2Fassignment-setup%2Fcreating-an-assignment.htm&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568132429&sdata=M6qRiPyhQ4an5YMa5MVPKT%2F6hZ6m22usJcfDiLPHNlY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-12687-415241306&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568142423&sdata=hGJsBmGO2P1L4H06TyH9vdHjLsbucA%2FRkEH3C0JkUxk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-10738-67952724138&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568142423&sdata=hAXETOudZwE%2BRrDGbofbTNo09Fs5yIMH0dckaYcxZ7o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhelp.vidgrid.com%2Fen%2Farticles%2F2554321-how-do-i-use-vidgrid-in-my-course&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568152417&sdata=Og%2BABLjEEB2GzFZ8HmAmCfYO5JzVj3m2A8Z23l7CrIo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-12933-415257079&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568152417&sdata=9mttIIb5L42IDVGNZFqoz95DSK99wdRZWITktaLr6QI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-12933-415257079&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568152417&sdata=9mttIIb5L42IDVGNZFqoz95DSK99wdRZWITktaLr6QI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-12687-415241306&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568152417&sdata=0uq2ezqOHw8tUnYtqWrJKmth40AQWCsmFRuE35b4s10%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-16554-4152813659&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568162411&sdata=UN8vCWMb0ydrabMe7ZifyjaJCWjwPnY3o11lXsDIqBI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-16570-4152814114&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568162411&sdata=JNOlqK5%2F8AU1k1vFsybc9E1RXGg%2Fq1eCVs0SviD7Rqg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-12933-415257079&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568172409&sdata=JaeZbSQ7RW0%2B4HbrXiTzTf1NXb8dpE3khuXUPcb2kRg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-10460-canvas-instructor-guide-table-of-contents&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568172409&sdata=hPhaXjYgqbWzePhp5W3lXq1EO9d%2BdOVaJTdgDOouG1o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.frostburg.edu/facultystaff/


 

 

Students have access to a “Canvas Orientation for Students” course located on their dashboard. If the 
course isn’t displaying on their dashboard, students can customize their course list for the Orientation 
course to display as a favorite.   

 

Best regards, 

Rita 

 

Rita Thomas, Ed.D.  

Office of Information Technology 

Manager, Instructional Design & Technology 

Gira-CCIT 120 G 
Office:  (301) 687-3172 

Email:  rmthomas@frostburg.edu 

 

 

 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffrostburg.instructure.com%2Fcourses%2F7879&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568182401&sdata=if2g2kLlFybErS6xht7WieoyADMG5P%2Fz%2FdpDXjTSH%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Fdocs%2FDOC-10570-4212710327&data=02%7C01%7CEMedcalf%40frostburg.edu%7C7eaf67379a234a2c93ea08d7c382405d%7Cb8f95ed12a184246810403a67478d3a3%7C1%7C0%7C637192836568182401&sdata=W9KiyG4lgfJM0yGeWR1yI4QhnZ4WFEifGQtU2rL56RU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:rmthomas@frostburg.edu

