
                          

                   
                           

 
P20  Executive Advisory Council 
Wednesday, November 20, 2019 

Frederick County Public Schools 

Spires Café 

11:30 – 1:30 

MINUTES 

 

• DeWayne Morgan, discussed his role as USM’s P-20 Program Director and Evaluator. He shared 

information on the grants that were issued through USM. One of which is the MCCE Computer 

Education grant that FSU is implementing for certification in secondary computer science and 

training for P-8 Computational thinking. 

• The topic for the November meeting was Assessment Data and Initiatives 

o Jennifer Bingman of Frederick County Public Schools provided an extensive overview of 

the system’s accountability and school administration. The presentation included the 

goals of FCPS and the use of the Accelerated Learning Process. She discussed teachers’ 

involvement in analyzing outcomes. Jennifer provided the expectations for Content 

Knowledge, Evidence of Learning, Instructional Design and Student Agency. They use 

ALP Team templates to guide their planning, implementation and Impact. FCPS shared 

they are making their county assessments more accessible to teachers, “Time to Teach.” 

They developed benchmarks with teachers as item writers. They analyze assessments 

yearly.  

o Karen Devore of Garrett County shared their data drive for assessments. They use a data 

system and county benchmarks. Karen discussed that the county has reduced the testing 

in response to the testing act. Their common assessments are in Schoolnet as their large 

scale assessment platform. In ELA, their focus is on Orton Gillingham. 

o Peggy Pugh and Joni Burkhart with Washington County shared that Reading and 

Mathematics are their focus. Teachers’ plans are targeting the needs of specific students. 

They also discussed using the Formative Assessment “4As”. Washington County uses 

Understanding by Design model, which is built to the standards. Their performance tasks 

are modeled by McTighe’s Cornerstone Tasks, which are non-threatening and non-high 

stakes. Teachers look at the data and have conversations regarding the results. Tutors are 

utilized to help with implementation of testing. WCPS is integrating computational 

thinking through the Library/Media and STEM Kits. They also have added Robotics and 

Cloud Computing Pathways. 



o Steve Thompson provided an overview of assessment information from Allegany County 

Public Schools. They also have cut back on testing to from 4 to 3 Benchmarks and from 3 

to 2 rounds of Progress Monitoring. Their assessment outcomes have been positive. Tests 

are very helpful on predicting the Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program, 

MCAP. They have been using Engrade for 5 years but changed to Performance Matters. 

They also discussed using Edcite as their online assessment platform. ACPS just bought a 

new mathematics text series, “Big Idea.”  They are looking at offering geometry first as a 

way to prepare students for algebra. ACPS is focusing on being consistent with a 

message that students can do math. Steve said their ELA scores have moved up. 

o Frostburg State University shared the assessment results from their common assessments 

for initial certification and advanced programs. Strengths for Initial Certification 

candidates included learner development, learning differences, learning environments, 

content knowledge, content application, instructional strategies and professional learning 

as well as leadership and collaboration. Candidates are still working to improve areas of 

classroom management, differentiating assessments based on individual needs and 

identifying pre-requisite skills for planning. Advanced Programs also showed strengths in 

many of the same areas. Advanced candidates need to work on the learning environments 

and content knowledge. The Advanced Programs are currently tagged to InTASC 

standards, which aren’t always appropriate to their educational level. There will be a 

change in the standards starting in the spring of 2020 to the CAEP Advanced Standards 

for their field of the specialization. These standards will address application of data 

literacy; use of research and understanding research methodologies; Employment of data 

analysis; leading and participating in collaborative activities; supporting appropriate 

application of technology; application of professional dispositions, laws and policies, 

codes of ethics and professional standards. 

• Robert Eccles of Maryland State Department of Education provided an update on the Kirwin 

Commission report. He also discussed different information sessions that were happening. There 

are new regulations coming for administrative preparation, special education, early interventions 

and performance assessments, EdTPA or PPAT.  

• Campus Compact P20 Update – Jenica Braxton stated that she is working in an Afterschool 

Program in Allegany County with the students in the program.  

• Topics for February– “Health & Wellness” in February 

 
2020 Meeting Schedule: 

Date Place Topic 

February 19, 2020 Allegany College of Maryland  Health and Wellness 

April 22, 2020 Allegany County Public Schools To Be Determined 

 


