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Education

Doctor of Philosophy, Immunology and Molecular Pathogenesis

Emory University, Atlanta, GA, May 2007  
Bachelor of Arts, Highest Honors, Molecular Biology and Theatre (double major)

Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA, 2001
 
Positions and Employment
2020-current
Chair, Department of Biology, Frostburg State University, Frostburg, MD
2018-current
Associate Professor, Frostburg State University, Department of Biology, 


Frostburg, MD

2012-2018
Assistant Professor, Frostburg State University, Department of Biology, 


Frostburg, MD

2011-2012 
Adjunct Professor, Allegany College of Maryland, Cumberland, MD

2001

Biological Science Lab Technician, National Institutes of Health, NIAID 


Laboratory of Parasitic Diseases, Helminth Division, Dr. Tom Nutman, 


Bethesda, MD.  
Professional Memberships
2014-current   American Association of Immunologists (AAI)

2013-2015
Society for Mucosal Immunology (SMI)

2014-current
Beta Beta Beta National Biological Honor Society  (advisor)

2016-current   National Association of Biology Teachers (NABT)

2017-current   American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)

Research Interests
Immunology:  host-pathogen interactions, tick-borne diseases and surveillance, mucosal immunology, lymphoid organogenesis, intestinal immune function

Education: undergraduate immunology, STEM outreach, microscopy in education and outreach, developing research-based learning experiences in the classroom, using active learning-based strategies to improve student success
Publications 
Heather A. Bruns, Brian D. Wisenden, Thiru Vanniasinkam, Rebekah T. Taylor, Samantha L. Elliott, Rebecca L. Sparks-Thissen, Louis B. Justement, Sumali Pandey, "Inside the undergraduate immunology classroom: current practices that provide a framework for curriculum consensus: Curricular emphasis in undergraduate immunology," Journal of Microbiology & Biology Education, accepted for publication December 16, 2020.
Alexander F. Flynn, M. Gordon Joyce, Rebekah T. Taylor, Sasisekhar Bennuru, Alyssa R. Lindrose, Spencer L. Sterling, C. Paul Morris, Thomas B. Nutman, and Edward Mitre

“Intestinal UDP-glucuronosyltransferase as a potential target for the treatment and prevention of lymphatic filariasis,” PLoS Journal of Neglected Tropical Diseases 2019, Sep 12;13(9)e0007687.

Sarah C. Kuchinsky, Hannah L. Elliott, and Rebekah T. Taylor, “Prevalence of Borrelia burgdorferi in Ticks and Rodents in Rocky Gap State Park in Western Maryland,”  The Journal of Vector Ecology, 2019, Jun;44(1):201-204.  

Rebekah T. Taylor, Jennifer A. Wong, and Thomas L. Serfass.  “Stress levels in captured river otters (Lontra canadensis) decreased after transportation to reintroduction sites,” The Journal of Zoo and Wildlife Medicine, July 2016.

Morris CP, Bennuru S, Kropp LE, Zweben JA, Meng Z, Taylor RT, Chan K, Veenstra TD, Nutman TB, Mitre E. “A Proteomic Analysis of the Body Wall, Digestive Tract, and Reproductive Tract of Brugia malayi,” PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases, 2015, Sep 14; 9(9).
Knoop KA, Kumar N, Butler BR, Sakthivel SK, Taylor RT, Nochi T, Akiba H, Yagita H, Kiyono H, Williams IR. “RANKL is necessary and sufficient to initiate development of antigen-sampling M cells in the intestinal epithelium,” The Journal of Immunology, 2009, 183(9):5738-47.

Matam Vijay-Kumar, Catherine J. Sanders, Rebekah T. Taylor, Amrita Kumar, Jesse D. Aitken, Shanthi V. Sitaraman, Andrew S. Neish, Satoshi Uematsu, Shizuo Akira, Ifor R. Williams, and Andrew T. Gewirtz  “Deletion of TLR5 results in spontaneous colitis in mice,” The Journal of Clinical Investigation, 2007, 117(12):3909-3921.

Rebekah T. Taylor, Seema R. Patel, Eugene Lin, Jason G. Lake, Rodney D. Newberry, and Ifor R. Williams  “Lymphotoxin-independent Expression of TRANCE by Stromal Cells in Cryptopatches and Isolated Lymphoid Follicles,” The Journal of Immunology, 2007, 178:5659-67.
Jun Wang, Ying Dong, Ju-Zhong Sun, Rebekah T. Taylor, Christine Guo, Maria-Luisa Alegre, Ifor R. Williams, and Kenneth A. Newell  “Donor Lymphoid Organs are a Major Site of Alloreactive T Cell Priming Following Intestinal Transplantation,” the American Journal of Transplantation, 2006, 6(11):2563-71.

Rebekah T. Taylor and Ifor R. Williams  “Lymphoid Organogenesis in the Intestine,” Immunologic Research  2005; 33(2):167-181.

Rebekah T. Taylor, Andreas Lügering, Kenneth A. Newell, and Ifor R. Williams “Intestinal Cryptopatch Formation in Mice Requires the Presence of Lymphotoxin alpha and the Lymphotoxin beta Receptor,” The Journal of Immunology, 2004, 173:7183-7189.

Edward Mitre, Rebekah T. Taylor, Joseph Kubofcik, and Thomas B. Nutman
“Parasite Antigen-Driven Basophils Are a Major Source of IL-4 in Human Filarial Infections,” The Journal of Immunology, 2004, 172: 2439-2445.
Presentations

Justine S. Liepkalns, Adam Kleinschmit, Heather Bruns, Danielle Condry, Glenn Dorsam, Samantha Elliott, David Freier , Lou Justement , Archana Lal , Phil Mixter, Timothy Paustian, Rachel Pritchard, Sarah Sletten, Becky Sparks-Thissen, Rebekah Taylor, Thiru Vanniasinkam, Brian Wisenden, Sumali Pandey.

“Undergraduate immunology fundamental statements and skills: Development of undergraduate curriculum guidelines for teaching immunology using Vision and Change as a framework,” SABER 2020. 

Maryland Rural Caucus, House of Delegates, Annapolis, MD. “Lyme Disease and Tick Safety in Western Maryland.” March 14, 2019.
Maryland Native Plant Society, Frostburg, MD. “Lyme Disease and Tick Safety in Western Maryland.” February 14, 2019.

Allegany/Garrett Dental Society, Cumberland, MD. “Lyme Disease and Tick Safety in Western Maryland.” February 13, 2019.

LaVale Lions Club, LaVale, MD. “Lyme Disease and Tick Safety in Western Maryland.” March 19, 2019.

Garden Club of Frostburg, Frostburg, MD. “Lyme Disease and Tick Safety in Western Maryland.” October 7, 2019.

LaVale Lionettes, LaVale, MD, “Lyme Disease and Tick Safety in Western Maryland.” October 8, 2019
Regional Association for Biology Laboratory Education (RABLE), Allegany College of Maryland, Cumberland, MD, “A CURE: Analyzing local tick populations for Lyme disease pathogens.” October 5, 2019.
Workshop panel presentation, American Society for Microbiology Conference for Undergraduate Educators (ASMCUE), July 26, 2018, Austin, TX. “Public Science Outreach: A Catalyst for Science.”
Oral Presentation, American Society for Microbiology Conference for Undergraduate Educators (ASMCUE), July 26, 2018, Austin , TX.  “A CURE: Identifying Ticks Infected with the Lyme Disease Pathogen, Borrelia burgdorferi.”
Oral/Workshop panel presentation, Microbe, American Society for Microbiology, New Orleans, LA, June, 2017.  “Science Outreach for the Microbiologist: Tips and Tools for Incorporating Outreach into your Career.”

Invited speaker, Gannon University Tri-Beta Biological Honor Society Seminar Series, January 2016.  “It’s all in your gut: dynamic lymphoid tissues of the small intestine.”

Invited speaker, Eastern Kentucky University Biology Department Seminar Series, November, 2014.  “It’s all in your gut: dynamic lymphoid tissues of the small intestine.”

Invited speaker, Appalachian Laboratory Brown Bag Seminar Series, University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science, October 2013. "Dynamic Microscopic Lymphoid Tissues of the Small Intestine" 
Oral presentation, Experimental Biology (American Society for Investigative Pathology).  Washington, DC April 28-May 2, 2007. “Selective expression of TRANCE by subepithelial dome stromal cells in Peyer’s patches regulates local induction of intestinal immune responses.”

Poster presentation, Development and Function of Secondary and Tertiary Lymphoid Tissues, Paris, France, September 4-5th 2006.  “Stromal cell development in cryptopatches and isolated lymphoid follicles involves lymphotoxin-dependent and -independent components.”

Oral and poster presentation, FASEB/Experimental Biology (The American Association of Immunologists).  Washington, DC. April 17-21, 2004  “Lymphotoxin signaling is necessary for intestinal cryptopatch development.”

Oral and poster presentation, 12th International Congress of Mucosal Immunology, The Society for Mucosal Immunology, Boston. MA, June 25-30, 2005.  “Stromal cells expressing FDC-M1 are involved in the organogenesis of cryptopatches and isolated lymphoid follicles in the mouse intestine.”

Oral and poster presentation, Experimental Biology (American Society for Investigative Pathology). San Diego, CA March 31-April 5, 2005.  “The role of enteric flora-stimulated TLR signaling in the maturation of isolated lymphoid follicles (ILF) in the small intestine.”

Oral and poster presentation, Keystone Symposia, Innate Immunity to Pathogens.  Steamboat Springs, CO January 8-13, 2005.  “The role of enteric flora-stimulated TLR signaling in the maturation of isolated lymphoid follicles (ILF) in the small intestine.”

Oral and poster presentation, International Congress of Immunology.  Montreal, Canada. July 18-23, 2004  “Lymphotoxin signaling is necessary for intestinal cryptopatch development.
Student Presentations
Noah Hewitt, “The Isolation and Identification of Outer Surface Protein A from the Bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi, the Causative Agent of Lyme Disease,” FSU Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 3, 2019
Torre Montoya, “Using Fluorescence Microscopy to Examine Lyme Disease in Local Mouse Populations,” FSU Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 3, 2019
Alexander de Almeida, “The Effect of Black Cohosh Actein on Osteoblast Differentiation,” FSU Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 3, 2019.
Courtney Seavolt, Poster presentation, Tri-Beta NE-3 District Conference, SUNY-Fredonia, April 2018.  “Prevalence of the tick-borne pathogen Anaplasma phagocytophilum in Western Maryland.”
Honorine Ajuata, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2013. “On the Hunt for Immune Tissues in the Intestine.”

Sarah Jennifer Kleponis and Andrea Keefer.  Poster presentation, IMMUNOLOGY 2014, American Association of Immunologists, Pittsburgh, PA May 2014.  “Absence of organized lymphoid tissues in the intestine of the freshwater fish, C. commersonii”

Jennifer Kleponis and Andrea Keefer.  Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2014  “Absence of organized lymphoid tissues in the intestine of the freshwater fish, C. commersonii.”

Russia Tatum and Fernando Terrero. Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2014,  “Identification of Cryptopatches in the Small Intestine of Wild Mice.”

Picard Johnson, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015, “Analyzing the Density of Cryptopatches in the Mouse Small Intestine”

Nicholas Bowers, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015, “Identification of Cryptopatches in the Small Intestines of  Wild Mice (Peromyscus sp.)

Nyam Quirke, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015, “Study of Cryptopatches in the Small Intestines of Wild Mice.”

Drew Brown, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015, “The Incidence of Lyme Disease in Humans in Maryland and Surrounding Areas.”

Bethany Granger, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015, “The Prevalence of Lyme Disease in Maryland’s Pets.”

Aiesha Hooper, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015, “Imaging Biological Samples Using Fluorescence Microscopy”
Amy Weakland, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015, “Development of a Portfolio of High-Quality Images of Biological Specimens Using Advanced Microscopy Techniques”
Devin Francillon, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015 “Exploring Advanced Microscopy Techniques to Generate a Portfolio of High-Quality Images of Biological Specimens”
Seth Stine, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015 “Advanced Microscopy Portfolio”
Samuel Blum, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015. “Advanced Techniques and Imaging in Microscopy”

Elizabeth Llewellyn, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2015. “Imaging Isopods through Various Microscopy Techniques”
Drew Brown, Mallary Granger, Nicole Lloyd, Fred Nyachieo, Amy Weakland, William Wygal, and Karen Keller. Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2016. “Lyme Disease in Western Maryland: Analysis of Ticks (Ixodes scapularis) and Tissue Samples from White‐footed Mice (Peromyscus leucopus) by PCR and Immunofluorescence Microscopy.”

Drew Brown, Mallary Granger, Nicole Lloyd, Fred Nyachieo, Amy Weakland, William Wygal, and Karen Keller. Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2016. “Lyme Disease in Western Maryland: Collection of Ticks (Ixodes scapularis) and Blood Samples from White‐footed Mice (Peromyscus leucopus).”

Colby Swisher, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2016. “Optimizing the Technique of Isolating Chromosomes from Dividing Cells and the Production of a Karyotype.”

Harrison Shore, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2016. “The Effect of Osmotic Pressure on Transfection Efficiency in Mammalian Cells.”

William Wygal, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2016.”The Effect of Acetominophen on the Growth of Murine Splenocytes, Lymphocytes and Hepatocytes.”

Sarah C. Kuchinsky, Poster presentation, Discover Allegany Outdoors Education and Activities Fair. Flintstone, MD September 29, 2016. “Incidence of Lyme Disease Causing Bacteria, Borrelia burgdorferi, in Ticks & Mice in Rocky Gap State Park.”

Sarah C. Kuchinsky, Poster presentation, Maryland-Delaware Chapter of The Wildlife Society Fall Meeting. Columbia, MD September 22, 2016. “Incidence of Lyme Disease Causing Bacteria, Borrelia burgdorferi, in Ticks & Mice in Rocky Gap State Park.”

Sarah C. Kuchinsky, Oral and poster presentation, Rocky Gap State Park Wellness Fair. Flintstone, MD September 10, 2016. “Incidence of Lyme Disease Causing Bacteria, Borrelia burgdorferi, in Ticks & Mice in Rocky Gap State Park.”

Sarah C. Kuchinsky, Poster presentation, Frostburg State University Graduate Research Symposium. Frostburg, MD May 12, 2016. “Incidence of Lyme Disease Causing Bacteria, Borrelia burgdorferi, in Ticks & Mice in Rocky Gap State Park.”
C. Kuchinsky and Hannah Elliott.  Poster presentation, IMMUNOLOGY 2017.  American Association of Immunologists, Washington, D.C.  May 2017.  “Assessing the infection rates and pathogenesis of Borrelia burgdorferi in wild rodents and ticks in Western Maryland.”
Aili Wade, Jacob Williams, Dr. Mahdi Norouzi, and Mr. Duane Miller, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017. “Creating Models for the Biology Classroom Using 3D Printing Technology.” (Collaboration with Physics and Engineering)

Kevin Heinz, Nicklaus Meneghini, Christopher Baker, Amanda Monahan, Jonathan Mukuna, Jeffrey Mello, Dr. Zhen Liu, Mr. Duane Miller, Mr. Blair Knouse, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017. “Next Generation Teflon Based Green Optical Enhancement Technology.” (Collaboration with Physics and Engineering)
Kelly Skoczynski, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017.  “A Microscopic World.”
Dakota Fazenbaker, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017.  “Survey of Techniques in Microscopy.”

Picard Johnson, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017. “Advanced Techniques in Microscopy.”

Haylee Wilson and Dr. Karen Keller, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017.  “Analysis of Chipmunk Tissue using Immunofluorescent Staining Techniques.”

Logan Cheshire, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017. “Choosing the Best Technique for Microscopy.”

Hannah Elliott, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017. “Prevalence of Borrelia burgdorferi at Rocky Gap State Park

Hannah Ellliott, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017. “Specimen Analysis Using Advanced Microscopy Techniques.”

Taylor Dudiak, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017. “Types of Microscopy and Their Techniques.”
Avery Ranney, Poster presentation, CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium, May 2017. “Using Fluorescence Microscopy to Image Tissues.”

Exhibit

“The Art of Microscopy,” a collection of images generated by students in BIOL 456: Advanced Microscopy. Frostburg State University Roper Gallery, in collaboration with Dustin Davis and Robert Hein, Department of Visual Arts. April 22-28, 2019.
Research Funding and Support
· Opportunity Grant, Frostburg State University Foundation, Inc. “Assessing the Prevalence of Borrelia burgdorferi, the causative agent of Lyme disease, in tick and mouse populations in Allegany County” 
· Opportunity Grant, Frostburg State University Foundation, Inc. “3D Models for the Biology Classroom”
· Opportunity Grant, Frostburg State University Foundation, Inc. “Investigating the Intestinal Immune System of Wildlife” 6/1/2013-5/31/2014
· Opportunity Grant, Frostburg State University Foundation, Inc. “Development of Educational Programming for the Allegany Arts Council’s STEAM Bus.” 2017 

· FSU Faculty Development Workshop/Speaker Grant, “Adventures in Public Health: Poop, Ebola and Zombies” Dr. Molly Freeman, CDC, 2016

· FSU Faculty Development Award, “Creating Models for the Biology Classroom Using 3D Printing Technology” with Dr. Mahdi Norouzi in the Department of Physics and Engineering, 2016

· FSU President’s Advisory Council for Sustainability, “Understanding the prevalence of Lyme disease in Allegany County,” 2016

· Presidential Experiential Learning Enhancement Fund, Frostburg State University, “The Threat of Lyme Disease in Western Maryland,” 6/1/2015-5/31/2016

· Frostburg State University CLAS Strategic Plan Support Fund, “Surveillance of Tick-Borne Disease in Rocky Gap State Park, MD” 2016

· Frostburg State University Department of Biology Undergraduate Experiential Learning Fund Award, “The Prevalence of Lyme Disease in Mouse Populations in Allegany County, MD,” 2015
· Faculty Development Grant, Frostburg State University, “Assessment of Black-legged Tick Populations in Western Maryland for the presence of Borrelia burgdorferi, the Causative Agent of Lyme Disease,” 6/1/2015-5/31/2016
· Faculty Development Grant, Frostburg State University, “Creation of a Wildlife Tissue Bank” 6/1/2013-5/31/2014
Awards

Nominee, University System of Maryland (USM) Board of Regents Faculty Award in Mentoring, 2018 
ASMCUE Travel Award, American Society for Microbiology, Austin, TX, July 2018.
Division Scholar Fellowship, Emory University Graduate Division of Biological and Biomedical Sciences, 2002-current

Immunology Training Grant, Ruth L. Kirschstein NRSA, NIH, 2003

Honorable Mention, National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship Award Competition, 2003
Travel Award, International Congress of Immunology.  Montreal, Canada. July 18-23, 2004

Travel Award, Keystone Symposia, Innate Immunity to Pathogens.  Steamboat Springs, CO   January 2005
Travel Award, Experimental Biology (American Society for Investigative Pathology). San Diego, CA March 31-April 5, 2005.

AAI Undergraduate Faculty Travel Award, American Association of Immunologists, Pittsburgh, PA May 2014.
Undergraduate Research Opportunity Stipend, Frostburg State University Honors Program, 2014

Undergraduate Research Opportunity Stipend, Frostburg State University Honors Program, 2016

AAI Undergraduate Faculty Travel Award, American Association of Immunologists, Washington, D.C.  May 2017.

Professional Service
Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP) Review Panel, Cell Biology, National Science Foundation, 2020

Abstract Reviewer, Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students, September 2018 and 2019

External reviewer for the Tenure/Promotion application of Dr. Karmen Hollis-Etter, University of Michigan, Flint 2019.
Judge, Biomedical and Health Sciences Division, Intel International Science and Engineering Fair, Pittsburgh, PA, May 15-16, 2018.
Facilitator, American Society for Microbiology Conference for Undergraduate Educators (ASMCUE), July 26, 2018, Austin, TX.  Microbrew Session.
Major Research Instrumentation Grant Review Panel, National Science Foundation, 2016
Graduate Students Mentored
Alyssa L. Maine, Applied Ecology and Conservation Biology, Frostburg State University, current student

Thesis: “Impact of a Controlled Burn on the Prevalence of Borrelia burgdorferi in Ticks and Small Mammals in Sideling Hill Creek Preserve, Maryland”
Sarah C. Kuchinsky, M.S., Applied Ecology and Conservation Biology, Frostburg State University, 2017
Thesis:  “Prevalence of Lyme Disease Causing Bacteria, Borrelia burgdorferi, in Ticks and Rodents in Rocky Gap State Park”
Teaching Experience
Emory University, Atlanta, GA
· Medical Microbiology Laboratory

Allegany College of Maryland, Cumberland, MD
· General Biology

· General Biology Laboratory

Frostburg State University, Frostburg, MD
· General Biology and Laboratory
· Cell Biology and Laboratory
· Immunology and Laboratory
· Special Topics: Host-Pathogen Interactions
· Biotechnology Laboratory
· Advanced Microscopy
· Virology
· Seminar in Biology
· Field Experiences in Biology
· Independent Studies
Service
Frostburg State University
· Member, (2018-current), Faculty Promotion and Tenure/Permanent Status Committee
· Member, (2018-current), Student Conduct Hearing Panel Committee
· Chair, (2016-2018), Faculty Workload Subcommittee
· Vice Chair, (2016-2018), Center for Teaching Excellent Advisory Group Member, (2013-2015), Academic Advising Council
· Cohort Member, Frostburg State University Leadership Series, 2018
· Member, (2014-current), FSU Museum of Natural History (Discovery Center) Advisory Board

· Member, (2013-2015), ADA/EEO Advisory Group
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

· Member, 2018, Dean Search Committee

· Member, (2013-current) Western Maryland STEM Festival Organizing Committee
· Member, (2014-current) Undergraduate Research Symposium Committee

· Interview Panelist, Frostburg State University Physician’s Assistant Program

· Speaker, (2014), Regional Conference on Learning Teaching and Scholarship, “CLAS Undergraduate Research Symposium”

· Participant, (2015, 2016), Faculty Mentor Program 
Department of Biology

· Member (2019-current) Graduate Committee

· Faculty Mentor

· Member (2015-current) Undergraduate Biology Curriculum Committee

· Workshop presenter (2013, 2016, 2018):  “How to Apply for Graduate School”

· Presenter (2013-current) Biology Department Open House

· Advisor, (2013-current) Lambda Nu chapter of Beta Beta Beta Biology Honor Society

· Chair (2013-current), Microscopy Committee
· Member (2012-2014) and Chair (2015-current) Website and Social Media Committee

· Department Faculty Meeting Secretary, (2013-2014)
· Co-Chair, (2013-2016) Biolynx Newsletter Committee

· Member, (2013) Faculty Search Committee for Anatomy and Physiology position

· Member, (2014, 2019), Department Evaluation Committee (DEC) 
· Member (2014, 2019) Faculty Search Committee for Microbiology position

· Member (2015-current), Biology Assessment Committee

· Member (2018-current) Evaluation Instrument Redesign Committee

Community Outreach

· Organizer, Parkside Elementary School Science Fair (with Beta Beta Beta students) 2013-current
· Presenter, “Electricity and Magnetism” Beall Elementary School 4th and 5th grade, with Dr. William Seddon, April 2013

· Presenter and Organizer, CLAS STEM Outreach Group, 2013-current


Hands-on activities designed and presented:  


“Fun with Microscopes”


“What’s Anatomy?”


“Paper Helicopters”


“Rainbows, Light, and Optics”

· Workshop Organizer/Presenter, Zest for Tech Series, FSU.  “DIY Digital Microscopes in the Classroom”  2014

· Presenter, Western Maryland STEM Festival (with Beta Beta Beta students)

2013:  “Germ Warfare”


2014:  “Strawberry-Banana DNA”


2015:  “Strawberry-Banana DNA”


2016:  “Robotic Hand”


2017:  “Pipette Splash Art”


2018: “Fingerprint Analysis”


2019: “Play Doh Cells” and “Strawberry-Banana DNA”

· Presenter, “What is a Scientist?”  Parkside Elementary School pre-K classroom, 2015 and 2016

· Presenter, “What is a Scientist?”  Westernport Elementary School Career Day, 2014 and 2016

· Host, Allegany High School Biomedical Science students, 2016.  Toured the Microscopy and Cell Culture facilities, 2015 and 2016
