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PROGRAM 
 

Come Travel With Me ................................................................................................................. Scott Farthing 
 

Songs of Travel ........................................................................................ Ralph Vaughan Williams (arr. Rieker) 
 I. The Vagabond 
 

Shadrach ......................................................................................................... Robert MacGimsey (arr. Rupay) 
 

Bright Was the Night .............................................................................................................. arr. David Wright 
 

Songs of Travel ........................................................................................ Ralph Vaughan Williams (arr. Rieker) 
 VII. Whither Must I Wander 
 

High Flight .................................................................................................................... Karen Linford Robinson 
 

Mansions of the Lord .................................................................................... Nick Glennie-Smith (arr. Ricketts) 
 

A Tribute to the Armed Forces ................................................................................................ arr. Lloyd Larson 
 
 

 
 
 

BIOGRAPHY 
 
 

Dr. SCOTT RIEKER is Director of Choral Activities and Choral Music Education at 
Frostburg State University, where he conducts the Chamber Singers, University 
Chorale, Vocal Jazz Ensemble, Troubadours tenor/bass choir, as well as teaching 
conducting and coursework in music education and student-teacher supervision. 
Rieker received his doctorate in Choral Music at the University of Southern 
California (USC) with specializations in Music Teaching and Learning, Vocology, 
and Composition. Prior to coming to FSU, he served as the Artistic Director for the 
Torrance (California) Civic Chorale and Treasurer of the Santa Monica Youth 
Orchestra, a 501(c)(3) non-profit providing free music lessons and ensemble 
experiences to underserved youth. Rieker earned a master’s degree in Choral 

Conducting from the University of Nebraska–Lincoln. Prior to attending UNL, Rieker taught music in the Des 
Moines (Iowa) Public Schools for eight years at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. An active 
composer and arranger, with his works performed by choirs around the world and a composition published 
with Santa Barbara Music Publishing, Rieker studied composition with Drs. Morten Lauridsen and Veronika 
Krausas, among others. He is now a Past-President of the Iowa Music Educators Association (IMEA) and 
engaged in groundbreaking research on the implementation of strategic risk-taking in the choral ensemble. 



PROGRAM NOTES 
 

Tonight’s program is in thanks to those who serve our country. The music in the Troubadours’ portion is designed to tell 
the story of a journey as one is called to serve and is changed by their service. The first song, “Come Travel With Me,” 
expresses the exciting invitation to explore new vistas and move beyond the familiar. This is followed by the first Vaughan 
Williams song, which both expresses the hardship of leaving home and the determination to see it through. Two 
Barbershop pieces follow. “Shadrach” speaks of three brothers who left home and persevered in their struggle, and 
“Bright Was The Night” is a tender reminiscence on what was left behind. The second Vaughan Williams song recognizes 
that, once someone leaves home, their service changes them, and they can never experience home again in the same 
way. “High Flight” expresses the heartbreaking reality that some who serve do not return home, but rather “slip the surly 
bonds of earth and touch the face of God.” This is undergirded by the message of “Mansions of the Lord,” whose message 
of steadfast camaraderie states that, even if the angels fail to keep watch over our fallen servicemembers, we will not 
fail. We conclude with a tribute to the armed forces, which presents the songs each of the five branches of the armed 
services in a rousing medley. We hope you will thank those who serve and have served, support those who are serving, 
and encourage those who are considering serving. We hope our music tonight can provide a concrete vehicle for that 
sentiment. 
 

COME TRAVEL WITH ME 
Serving as Professor of Music at Saddleback College in Mission Viejo, California, Dr. Scott Farthing (b. 1969) is well-known 
for his work with choirs, as well as teaching voice, theatre, composition, and more. In addition to his academic duties, 
Farthing is currently Music Director at St. Mark Presbyterian Church in Newport Beach, California. 
 Freely excerpting and adapting Walt Whitman’s (1819–1892) Song of the Open Road, Farthing combines a florid 
piano accompaniment with sturdy TTB writing to create an exciting invitation to move beyond what we know now into 
what is possible.  
 

SONGS OF TRAVEL 
“English composer, teacher, writer and conductor” Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) was “the most important 
English composer of his generation, [and] he was a key figure in the twentieth-century revival of British music” (Oxford 
Music Online). Probably the most important English composer following Handel, his output includes symphonies, songs, 
choral works, operas, large choral/orchestral works, sacred motets, and a mass.  
 One song set of particular note is Songs of Travel; nine art songs composed for solo voice very early in Vaughan 
Williams’ career. He chose these nine from among forty-four poems in Robert Louis Stevenson’s (1850–1895) collection 
of the same name. Stevenson’s text both glamorize and present realistic portrayals of a nineteenth century English 
population that was much more transient than today. Dr. Scott Rieker has arranged this song set for TTB voicing, and 
two excerpts (I. The Vagabond, and VII. Whither Must I Wander) are presented tonight. 
 

SHADRACH 
Though not well-known by name, American composer and arranger, Robert MacGimsey (1898-1979) wrote many 
instantly recognizable tunes, such as “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” and “How Do You Do” from Disney’s Song of the South. 
While MacGimsey has a musical legacy, perhaps he left a more lasting legacy through his work in Louisiana politics, where 
he became an advocate for good governance.  
 “Shadrach” is MacGimsey’s 1962 hit, which dramatizes the story of the Hebrew brothers—Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego—found in the Book of Daniel, chapter three. Barbershop arranger Pete Rupay created a fiendishly difficult 
TTBB arrangement, complete with radically unexpected harmonies, shifting rhythms, and even vocal writing designed 
to emulate musical instruments This tour de force is considered one of the “crown jewels” of tenor-bass repertoire. 
 

BRIGHT WAS THE NIGHT 
With a PhD in mathematics, one may hardly suspect Washington University in St. Louis professor David Wright (b. 1949) 
to be one of the most celebrated living arrangers of Barbershop music. Nevertheless, between 1999–2016, his 
arrangements won the gold medal twelve times at the Barbershop Harmony Society’s International Contest. His fresh 
harmonies and ability to write interesting lines for all four parts make his music both accessible and sought-after. 



 “Bright Was the Night” is a sentimental song of anonymous composition, which David Wright arranged for TTBB 
in 1991. It was popularized by the powerhouse Barbershop quartet, The Gas House Gang. The attractive harmonies and 
sincere message reflect a simple feeling of dedication and commitment that can be found in many avenues of life. 
 

HIGH FLIGHT 
American music educator and composer, Karen Linford Robinson (b. 1967), is probably most known for either this 
composition or her 2005–2006 setting of the poems of 4th and 5th grade children from the Bay Area. While Robinson has 
taught high school choir, children’s choir and adult choir, she is now the program manager for Cantabile Youth Singers 
in the Bay Area, as well as a respected composer. 
 “High Flight” is Robinson’s setting of Royal Canadian Air Force pilot John G. Magee, Jr.’s (1922–1941) poem of 
the same name. Magee was a test pilot during World War II, and he wrote “High Flight” to try to describe the feelings he 
experienced while flying. Sadly, Magee was killed during the war. Perhaps the most famous incarnation of his poem was 
when President Ronald Reagan quoted it to console a grieving nation after the space shuttle Challenger disaster in 1986. 
 

MANSIONS OF THE LORD 
Although his name is not as familiar as his frequent compositional collaborator, Hans Zimmer, English film score 
composer Nick Glennie-Smith’s (b. 1951) music has appeared in films as diverse as The Simpsons Movie, The Lion King, 
and Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides. “Mansions of the Lord” was composed for the Paramount Studios’ 2002 
film, We Were Soldiers and has been arranged for 2-part chorus. The text is taken directly from director Randall Wallace’s 
script, and showcases the powerful connection possible when writer/director and composer collaborate so closely.  
 

A TRIBUTE TO THE ARMED FORCES 
Arranger and composer Lloyd Larson (b. 1954) is well-known for his work in the area of worship music. He has written or 
arranged scores of hymns for nearly every configuration of instrumentalists and singers that could be imagined in 
Christian worship. This straightforward medley of the songs of the five branches of the armed services provides a rousing 
way to end a concert celebrating the sacrifices that so many have made for the sake of our country. 
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TROUBADOURS PERSONNEL 
 
Robert Bittinger Jr; Music Education; Frostburg, MD 
Andrew Hartnett; Music Performance–Piano; Frederick, MD 
Stephen Hess; Engineering; Cumberland, MD 
Andrew Kastner; Computer Science and Mathematics; Elkridge, MD 
Preston Leshinskie; Law and Society; Centreville, MD 
Arran Mills; Music Industry; Ocean Pines, MD 
Hunter Morris; Music Studies; Berlin, MD 
Dillon Redwine; Music Education; Glen Burnie, MD 
Nathan Richards; Music Education; Ellicott City, MD 
Tucker Sensabaugh; Engineering; Cumberland, MD 
Miranda Teats; Earth Science; Cumberland, MD 
Ed Thompson; Community Member; Frostburg, MD 
Courage Tikum; Computer Science; Berwyn Heights, MD 
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