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CLAS Hosts New Events Promoting Collaboration
and Communication Within the College
As part of
his goal of
enhancing collaboration and
communication within the
College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences,
Dean
Hixson
instituted some new events this
fall
designed
to
create
additional opportunities for
faculty to come together and
share their ideas and concerns.
A biweekly “Coffee and
Conversation with the Dean”
series began in September,
providing faculty, staff, and
students with the opportunity
to stop by and talk about
whatever is on their minds.
This informal event is held in
Lane Center near Starbucks on
the first and third Tuesdays of
each month, 10AM-11AM,
with no appointment necessary.
On October 22, the Dean’s
Office hosted the first CLAS
Collaboration Evening at the
Gunter Hotel, with 44 faculty
attending. The theme for the
evening was how we can better
promote
interdisciplinary
collaborations among faculty
within the college, either
through
new
academic

programs or more informal
means.
Faculty
rotated
between tables and discussed
topics with different groups of
their peers, sharing both ideas
for and obstacles to developing
new
interdisciplinary
or
multidisciplinary programs.
“The main positive thing about
the event was that people had
an opportunity for discussion
and interaction with colleagues
in departments across the
college,” said Hixson. “Faculty
want that chance to get to
know others and possibly do
team teaching.”
If there are suggested themes
for future collaboration events,
please let Dean Hixson know.

Dean Hixson welcomes student
Adetayo Ibijemilusi back to campus on the first day of fall classes.
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Troutman Wins Staff
Excellence Award
CLAS Executive
Administrative Assistant
Cindy Troutman was
recently recognized for
Staff Excellence in the
Nonexempt Category at
the fall State of the
University convocation.
Employed at FSU for 17
years, Cindy works
effectively and efficiently
with the 19 departments in
the college, as well as
other units on campus. As
a critical member of the
Dean’s Office staff, she is
a team-oriented
professional with creative
problem-solving skills.
Congratulations, Cindy!

Sanchez Retiring from English and Foreign
Languages
Dr. Maria-Luisa Sanchez is
retiring
from
the
Department of English and
Foreign Languages. Dr.
Sanchez became a full
professor in fall 2015 and
will retire this December
after 22 years of service. Dr.
Sanchez earned her M.A.
and Ph.D. from Rutgers,
and her undergraduate
degree from Universidad
Autónoma de Guadalajara,
México. She joined the
Frostburg State University
faculty in fall 1997 when
Foreign Languages was its
own
department.
She
became chair of that
department in 2005 and
served in the chair role for
10 years until English and
Foreign Languages were
combined
into
one
department in fall 2015.

Dr.
Sanchez
worked
cooperatively
with
the
English faculty to ensure a
smooth transition to a
combined department, where
she has served ably on
department committees. She
continued to coordinate the
Spanish major after the
merger and served as an
excellent advisor to students.
Dr. Sanchez has been
actively engaged in research
throughout
her
career,
presenting at international
conferences on a regular
basis. She was instrumental
in placing many students in
study
abroad
programs
throughout the Spanishspeaking world. We will miss
her very much, and we wish
her all the best in retirement.

Student Chapter Wins Award from American
Chemical Society
The Frostburg State University Chapter of the Student
Members of the American Chemical Society (FSU SMACS)
won a Commendable Award from the American Chemical
Society for its efforts in the 2018-2019 academic year. This
award primarily recognizes the educational outreach of the
students of FSU SMACS to local K-12 students through
hands-on demonstrations as part of school field trips to FSU.
FSU SMACS is also involved on campus and in the
community through the Majors Fair, the Student Health Fair,
and Beautify the Burg. The Commendable Award is the
second highest award given by the American Chemical
Society to student chapters. FSU SMACS shares this
distinction with 130 other chapters.
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Faculty News
 Hunan First Normal University in Cahngsha,

Hunan, China, honored Dr. Amy Branam
Armiento (English and Foreign Languages)
with a short-term distinguished scholar
position. Armiento recently traveled to the
university, giving a series of lectures on U.S.
children's literature, observing American and
British literature classes, teaching a class on
Edgar A. Poe's poem "To Helen," and
consulting on a textbook. She also presented
lectures at Hunan University of Science and
Technology (Xiangtan), Hunan University of
Technology
and
Business
(Changsha),
and Changsha Normal University. Moreover,
she reunited with thirteen former visiting
scholars to FSU's Department of English and
Foreign Languages. This opportunity was
made possible by Kang Xiangying (Cathy),
who was a visiting scholar at FSU from January
to
December
2016,
and
by
the
FSU Center for International Education.

Dr. Amy Branam Armiento is pictured with other
visiting scholars outside an art gallery at Hunan
University of Technology and Business

 October 31, Studio 360’s “American

Icons: The Tales of Edgar Allan Poe”
aired on public radio stations. Dr. Amy
Branam Armiento, president of the Poe
Studies Association, was featured, along
with other scholars.
Armiento also
served as the show’s consultant, assisting
with research, fact checking parts of the
script, and recommending individuals for
interview. Chuck Dicken, director of
WFWM, facilitated the recording of Dr.
Armiento’s contributions. To hear the
show, visit this link: https://www.pri.org/
stories/2019-10-31/american-icons-talesedgar-allan-poe?
fbclid=IwAR2mycg7gqEX2v8TkJrFcLrz
vSsgmfsZetsE5UuoOu0s34bt85hnt4qaD0

 The Allegany Arts Council hosted an

exhibition, “Art and Craft of the
Puppet,” featuring the puppets of Dr.
Gerald Snelson (English and Foreign
Languages). Dr. Snelson says that after
spending decades crafting and building
puppets, what’s most important to him is
sharing them – through his work with
students at FSU and with traveling shows
in the region and beyond.
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Faculty News
 Kara Rogers Thomas (Sociology) directed

FSU’s annual Appalachian Festival in
September. She also participated as a facilitator
and interviewer at the National Folk Festival in
Salisbury, MD. In October, Dr. Rogers Thomas
participated in a presentation forum on festival
planning at the annual meeting of the American
Folklore Society in Baltimore. She was also
named an Applachian Regional Commission
Teaching Fellow for her participation in the
ARC Teaching Project administered by
Tennessee State University.

 Elizabeth Green, an adjunct faculty member in

Biology, won a graduate student poster award
for the Natural Areas Association Conference
in Pittsburgh. Her poster was on Culturally
Important Plants of the Rosebud Lakota at
Wind Cave National Park, South Dakota. This
was her Master's thesis work, under the
direction of Dr. Sunshine Brosi, that assessed
the distributions of 13 medicinal, edible, and
culturally important plants within the Wind
Cave National Park boundary to inform Lakota
tribal members and the National Park Service
about their natural resources. This supplements
a permitting process for potential reintegration
of traditional harvesting practices of abundant
species that would not pose significant negative
impact to Park resources as per 36 CFR 2.6.
This project is funded by the National Parks
Service (NPS #P17AC01441) and supported by
FSU.

 In the fall of 2019, Hang Deng-Luzader

(Physics and Engineering) gave two
seminars on STEM education in the United
States to science teachers in Beijing, hosted
by the College of Teacher Education,
Capital Normal University. She introduced
participants to FSU, STEM festivals in
Allegany County and other locations in the
U.S., as well as Maryland Summer Center
programs.
Dr. Deng-Luzader also taught graduate
school Quantum Mechanics at Beijing
Normal University in fall 2019. The class
consisted of 23 students, including
international Ph.D. seeking students and
Chinese students in the physics honors
program.

 Dustin Davis (Visual Arts)

has been
awarded “Best of Show” for his sculpture
“Yellow Abstract,” which was featured in
“The HUMAN Figure,” September-October
online show by the Bauhaus Prairie Art
Gallery, which celebrates the modernity of
creative contemporary and traditional art
through
online
art
competitions.
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Sustainability Students
Conduct Food Drive
Acting locally on U.N.
Sustainable Development
Goal #2: Zero Hunger,
SUST 155 students, the
Geography
Club,
and
Chartwell’s organized a
food drive on World Food
Day for the PAWS Pantry.
They collectively gathered
206.5 pounds of food. Well
done!

Nursing Master’s Program Reaccredited Through
2029
The Commission on Collegiate
Nursing Education (CCNE)
acted at its October meeting to
grant accreditation to FSU’s
master’s degree program in
nursing for 10 years, extending
to December 31, 2029. At its
meeting, the Board determined
that the program met all four
accreditation standards. The
Board additionally determined
that there are no compliance
concerns with respect to their
key elements.

The accreditation of FSU’s
MSN program includes all four
concentration
(education,
leadership and management,
Family Nurse Practitioner, and
Psychiatric Mental Health
Nurse Practitioner). This was
the first time that CCNE
reviewed the nurse practitioner
concentrations.

Theatre and Dance Celebrates Success of
Alumni Playwright, Unveils Polar Express Set
On
November
9th,
the
Department of Theatre and
Dance’s students and faculty
took a bus trip to Baltimore
Center Stage to see alumnus
Keenan Scott's play: Thoughts
of a Colored Man - which had
its original premiere at FSU ten
years ago. The play moved to
Baltimore Center Stage after
being directed Off-Broadway
by Taye Diggs. Playwright
Scott met with the department
for an hour long question and
answer session before attending
the sold-out performance and
alumni reception hosted by the
FSU Foundation.
On November 11th, Theatre and
Dance hosted an unveiling of
The Polar Express set pieces
designed by Warner Brothers
and commissioned by Warner
Brothers/Rail Events Inc. and
The Western Maryland Scenic
Railroad. Scene Shop Foreman
Aaron Bittner led Theatre and

Dance students in painting,
assembling and placing the
large scenic pieces in record
time. In total, the students put
in 320 hours of painting over
the course of ten days.
President Nowaczyk, Vice
President Al Delia, Dean
Hixon, Associate Deans Scott
Fritz and Cindy Herzog,
Frostburg
Mayor
Bob
Flanagan, and members of the
WMSR railroad were in
attendance. The North Pole
scenic design will be displayed
during the Western Maryland
Scenic
Railroad’s
Polar
Express train ride through
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CONTACTS
Dr. Thomas Kim Hixson
Dean,
College of Liberal Arts &
Sciences
TKHixson@frostburg.edu
301.687. 4120
Dr. Cindy E. Herzog
Associate Dean,
College of Liberal Arts &
Sciences
CHerzog@frostburg.edu
301.687.4142
Dr. R. Scott Fritz
Associate Dean,
College of Liberal Arts &
Sciences
RFritz@frostburg.edu
301.687.7020
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
& SCIENCES
241 COMPTON SCIENCE
CENTER
FSU
101 BRADDOCK ROAD
FROSTBURG, MD 21532-2303
301.687.4120 PHONE
301.687.3084 FAX
www.frostburg.edu/colleges/
clas
Have any interesting news
items about faculty, staff,
or students in your department?
Submit them to Linda
Steele
(lsteele@frostburg.edu)
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Nearly 400 Attend STEM Festival at FSU
Nearly 400 K-12 students and their parents attended the
annual Western Maryland STEM Festival held at FSU on
Saturday, November 9. This year’s event featured a range
of new activities plus old favorites like the ping pong ball
volcano. The FSU-TV studio was open for tours and the
Planetarium showed its latest film.
Six CLAS departments participated this year, including
Geography, Biology, Chemistry, Nursing, Psychology, and
Physics and Engineering. College of Education STEM
students also conducted hands-on activities, building straw
rockets and pom pom launchers.
Corporate and
community participants
included Northrop
Grumman, IBM, the
Allegany County
Library System,
Evergreen Heritage
Center, Cricket
Wireless, and Aetna
Health. T-shirts were
Festival participants enjoy Geoegraphy’s
given to all K-12
augmented reality sandbox
students in attendance,
through the sponsorship of the FSU Foundation, AES
Warrior Run, Cricket Wireless, Children’s Medical Group,
and Menchavez Pediatrics. The event was scheduled as a
satellite event of the Maryland STEM Festival, a monthlong celebration running October 11 to November 10.

Physician Assistant Student Selected as
AAPA Delegate
FSU Physician Assistant student Calvin Richards was
selected from among thousands of PA students across the
country to participate in the American Academy of
Physician Assistants House of Delegates at the national
conference in May 2020. The House of Delegates
determines the policies and priorities for the Academy
each year. Delegates represent states, specialties, and
special interest groups. The largest voting block in the
House of Delegates is the Student Delegation with 18
seats. Their voices can change the PA profession.
Congratulations to Calvin on his selection as Student
Delegate!

