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7 PM  |  PALACE THEATRE  |  31 E. MAIN ST., FROSTBURG

Clory Jackson
Theatre changed the trajectory of Clory Jackson’s life, 
and now she seeks to give to others what theatre has 
given to her—a voice. Incredibly introverted and reticent 
as a child, Jackson found boldness and joy in telling 
others’ stories through theatre and music. She first 
started singing and acting in her church and later in high 
school. Jackson went on to earn a bachelor’s in drama 
from Spelman College in Atlanta and then a master’s in 
acting from Penn State University in State College, Pa. 
She also spent two years at Shenandoah Conservatory 
in Winchester, Va., studying musical theatre. During 
and after college, Jackson performed in several regional 
professional theatres around the country. Her first 
professional role was as a soloist in the musical, Big 
River, at the Cumberland Theatre in Cumberland, Md., 
in 2003. Jackson made New York City her home in 2010 
where she continued to pursue a professional acting 
career, but in 2012, she fell in love with the fast-paced 
tech start-up industry. Jackson used the confidence and 
communication skills from her theatre training to forge 
an exciting career leading service support and operations 
teams for forward-thinking companies. Jackson is proud 
to be from Frostburg. With Caroline Hann’s partnership, 
she is excited to use theatre to expand the historic 
narrative of her hometown to include the history of black 
Appalachian families like hers.

Caroline Hann
Caroline Hann is the co-artistic director of The Meta 
Theatre Company, a social justice theatre company 
that believes theatre is a pathway to justice (www.
themetatheatrecompany.org, @MetaTheatreCo, 
#GettaMeta). MTC is comprised of women inside and 
outside prison walls, rehearses weekly at a women’s 
prison in New Jersey and performs all over the country. 
Using the model of transformative justice, MTC writes 
original work based on their lived experiences with 
larger systems, like criminal justice, education and 
health care, and then blends these macro experiences 
with their intersectional, personal stories of race, class, 
gender and sexual orientation. Hann is originally from 
Frostburg, and some of her first theatre experiences 
were with The Summer Youth Theatre in Hill Street 
School and Cumberland Theatre, and working with 
Mark Baker on many local productions. She studied 
acting at The Playhouse West in Los Angeles, trained 
at Second City in Chicago and received her master’s in 
social work from Hunter College Silberman School of 
Social Work in New York City. Hann would like to thank 
Clory Jackson, Carmen and Lance Jackson, Sean White, 
Allen Harper, Lynn Bowman and the descendants of 
Brownsville for their generosity in letting her be part 
of the Brownsville Project.

Inspired by an invisible, yet powerful overlap in their family history, Clory Jackson and Caroline Hann have embarked 
on a creative journey to explore and confront the history of Brownsville, Md., and its social impact on the lives of 
Brownsville descendants and Western Maryland residents. This interactive theatre experience seeks to explore the story 
of a place where race, class, gender and family pride meet. Come actively remember the community of Brownsville in 
this theatrical production. Learn how Brownsville was created and how it is present in our community today.

The Brownsville Project:  
A Theatrical Production
Featuring Clory Jackson  
and Caroline Hann

THURSDAY, SEPT. 13

Theater

Co-Sponsored by: 
Department of Sociology
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Welcome to the 13th Annual Frostburg State University Appalachian 
Festival. At its heart, the festival celebrates all that is unique to the 
Appalachian region—its culture, history, music and dance, folk arts, 
etc. Each year takes on a slightly different theme. This year focuses on 
“Exploring Diversity in Appalachia.”

We kick off this year’s event in Frostburg’s Historical Palace Theatre with 
a theatrical exploration, “The Brownsville Project.” With families going 
back multiple generations in Frostburg, Clory Jackson and Caroline Hann 
explore the story of a place where race, class, gender and family pride 
meet. Friday’s Symposium continues our theme, featuring African-
American history and culture, Queer Appalachia, issues of health-care access and efforts to diversify the 
region’s agricultural sector, concluding with a performance by Michael and Carrie Kline and Sparky and 
Rhonda Rucker.

On Saturday, numerous presentations and performances also address the theme, including presentations 
on African-American history, music and culture, a workshop on percussive dance and a panel 
presentation focusing on service work in and beyond the Appalachian region. 

The children’s area will be a favorite again this year with goat painting, crafts and interactive 
performances, including a hands-on jug band and silly hats.  As always, the festival hosts a full 
compendium of performances, workshops and programs. We hope you’ll spend time listening to music 
at the two stages, taking a hands-on mountain dulcimer or dance workshop, attending the afternoon 
storytelling event and visiting with the artisans. It’s your attendance and enthusiasm for the festival that 
makes all this possible.

Festivities culminate in the capstone concert cohosted by CES at Frostburg’s Historic Palace Theatre 
featuring Kaia Kater and Anna and Elizabeth. Kater’s old-time banjo-picking skills and songwriting 
abilities have landed her in the spotlight in the folk music scene. Anna and Elizabeth’s new album from 
Smithsonian Folkways is a spellbinding reconfiguration of ancient folk ballads.

I’d like to thank our sponsors: CES, Thomas Subaru and Hyandai, 91.9 WFWM, 
the city of Frostburg, the Maryland Traditions Program of the Maryland State 
Arts Council, Frostburg State University, The FSU Foundation, Mid Atlantic 
Arts Foundation, Women’s Action Coalition, NAACP, AHEC, FrostburgFirst and 
Frostburg’s Palace Theatre. A very special thanks goes to those individuals  
who have contributed their time and effort to make this event 
possible: Patricia Stutzman, Carolyn Groves, Katie Ross,  
Dana Bridges, Ann Bristow, Kathleen Powell, Fred Powell,  
Charles Dicken, Greg Latta, FSU’s ECHOSTARS Program, Joni Smith, 
Candis Johnson, Liz Medcalf, Mark Williams and the physical  
plant crew, and all the volunteers and participants who make  
this all possible.

Sincerely,  

Kara Rogers Thomas 
Festival Director, Associate Professor of Folklore and Sociology

A Note From the Director



educational and religious backgrounds. For far too long, depictions of these regions have been whitewashed and 
made invisible the communities of color that live and struggle alongside us. We acknowledge the necessity for our 
work to not emulate these patterns and seek that both the project and its prospective leadership accurately and 
appropriately reflect our diverse community.”

 4 PM 

“Exploring Issues of Inequity in Health Care in Appalachia”
Maggie Elehwany, vice president of Government Affairs and Policy for the National Rural 
Association, will speak to the state of health of Appalachia, discussing key health concerns such 
as the devastation of the opioid crisis, growing shortages in obstetric services and increases 
in health-care disparities in Appalachia. She will also discuss the current political climate and 
how the immigration reform debate impacts the rural communities of Appalachia, as well as 
the latest legislative and administrative efforts to improve health and poverty conditions in Appalachia. Finally, 
Elehwany will discuss the great strides many rural Appalachian communities are making to improve health care and 
healthy lifestyles. She will also discuss how some rural Appalachian communities are overcoming grave public health 
crises through local leadership, collaboration and resource sharing—creating innovative models that will help rural 
communities across the nation.

 5 PM 

“‘Sustainable’ Agriculture: Keeping Small 
Rural Farms Alive Through Diversity, 
Innovation and Education”
The Sustainable Agriculture Entrepreneurship (SAGE) program is a new program in the school of Agriculture and 
Forestry at West Virginia University Potomac State College. With a focus on the food system and understanding the 
scale and scope of the local and global movement of food, the program illustrates the complexities of running an 
agriculture business, scaling an enterprise, the entrepreneurship model and mind-set, the changing market and how 
agriculture entrepreneurs approach the marketplace in rural areas and beyond. SAGE students learn in a hands-on 
environment about commercial horticulture, agronomy, animal science, niche market and brand development.  
Join Corey Armstrong, Frostburg resident and program director of SAGE, as he discusses efforts to diversify 
Appalachian farms.

 6 PM 

Dinner and Performance
“Revelations: A Celebration  
of Appalachian Resiliency”
Michael and Carrie Kline and  
Sparky and Rhonda Rucker
An evening of readings, recitations and  
music that makes a difference.
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Exploring Diversity in Appalachia
Tent Between Compton Science Center and Old Main 

 1 PM 

“Hidden History: A Tour of Brownsville”
Join Lynn Bowman on a tour of what was once Brownsville, the home of Frostburg’s 
African-American community. From 1927 through the 1950s, the state purchased 
property and homes in Brownsville to expand State Normal School No. 2,  
FSU’s original name.

Bowman has written four books on African-American history in Allegany County.  
Her first, Being Black in Brownsville: Echoes of “Forgotten” Frostburg, tells the story of  
the African-American community of Brownsville that was displaced by the expansion of 
Frostburg State College. Her second book, Crossing Into the Promised Land: An Appalachian African-American History, 
examines racial relationships in pre-Civil War Western Maryland. Living the Lie: “Separate but Equal” in Cumberland, 
Maryland looks at African-American life in Cumberland between 1896 and 1954. Her most recent book is Everyone 
Counts. A History of African-American Enslavement in Allegany County, Maryland.

 2 PM 

“John Brown to James Brown—The Little Farm  
Where Liberty Budded, Blossomed and Boogied”
Ed Maliskas chronicles three discrete and momentous events in black history—one 
military, one political and one social—that occurred within a stone’s throw of each other 
on one improbably located agricultural outpost, The Kennedy Farm in Western Maryland. 
Focusing on Abolitionist John Brown, then moving to the Black Elks’ use of the property 
as their headquarters during the height of the civil rights movement and ending with an 
exploration of concerts held on the farm featuring legends of rhythm and blues, his book details how Maliskas came 
to learn of the story and how he came to appreciate the historical connectedness of the three major pieces of this 
fascinating story. He interviewed more than one hundred now-older African-Americans who graciously related to him 
their stories of what Maryland Sen. Joanne C. Benson described as “a village, a refuge, a family.”

 3 PM 

“Queer Appalachia’s Electric Dirt Grows 
Restorative Justice and Harm Reduction in 
Appalachia by Redefining the Region’s Media 
#ourmountainstoo”
Join Queer Appalachia Project Directors Gina Mamone and Kayleigh Phillips as they discuss their work. Electric Dirt 
seeks to celebrate queer voices from Appalachia and the South. “Our desire to claim our own labels, re-imagine our 
childhood myths, share our own stories and create a better, safer world for all, manifests itself in between art and 
activism. The art we share and show is political; the way we show up and resist in spite of all that seeks to invalidate 
or erase our existence is art. The Electric Dirt Collective is comprised of folks from different racial, socioeconomic, 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 14

Appalachian Symposium
1 - 7 PM  |  FSU UPPER QUAD  |  FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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Kaia Kater 
A Montreal-born Grenadian-Canadian, Kaia Kater grew  
up between two worlds: one her family’s deep ties to folk music, the other the years she 
spent soaking up Appalachian music in West Virginia. Her old-time banjo-picking skills, 
deft arrangements and songwriting abilities have landed her in the spotlight in North 
America and the UK, garnering critical acclaim from outlets such as NPR, CBC Radio,  
Rolling Stone, BBC Music and No Depression.

Kaia started her career early, crafting her first EP Old Soul (2013) when she was just out of 
high school. Since then, she’s gone on to release two more albums, Sorrow Bound (2015) 
and Nine Pin (2016). Her most recent album weaves between hard-hitting songs that 
touch on social issues like the Black Lives Matter movement (“Rising Down” and “Paradise 
Fell”) and more personal narratives speaking to life and love in the digital age (“Saint 
Elizabeth”). Nine Pin won a Canadian Folk Music Award and a Stingray Rising Star Award 
and sent Kaia on an 18-month touring journey from Ireland to Iowa, including stops at 
The Kennedy Center, Hillside Festival and London’s O2 Shepherd’s Bush. Kater is currently 
working on her next album, due for release in late 2018.

The engagement of Kaia Kater is funded through the Mid Atlantic Tours program of Mid Atlantic 
Arts Foundation with support from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Anna & Elizabeth
“They brought many of us to tears with some of the most 
yearning harmonies I’ve heard at the Tiny Desk. … Take a 
deep breath and soak it all in.”  
—Bob Boilen, NPR Music

“Impossibly intimate, an experiment of the timelessness 
of human thought and emotion, right here and now. One 
of my favorite bands around.”
—Abigail Washburn

Anna Roberts-Gevalt is a voracious and curious musician who nestles in the space between 
ancient ballads and new sounds. After spending years in Baltimore’s underground art 
scene, she now resides in Brooklyn, N.Y. She fell in love with the sound of banjo in college, 
moved to the mountains and learned with master musicians in Kentucky, Virginia and 
North Carolina. She has been a fellow at the Berea College Traditional Music Archive and 
OneBeat (Bang on a Can’s Found Sound Nation), artistic director of Kentucky’s traditional 
music institute, the Cowan Creek Mountain Music School, for three years and co-curator of 
Baltimore’s Crankie Festival. She is a summer 2017 fellow at National Sawdust in Brooklyn, 
and recently studied in a workshop with Meredith Monk.

Elizabeth LaPrelle is a world-renowned ballad singer who resides on a farm in Rural 
Retreat, Va. The student of master singer Ginny Hawker and National Heritage Fellow 
Sheila Kay Adams, LaPrelle was the first recipient of the Henry Reed Award from the  
Library of Congress at age 16 and won the 2012 Mike Seeger Award at Folk Alliance 
International. She has been hailed as “the best young Appalachian ballad singer to  
emerge in recent memory” by UK’s fRoots magazine.

7:30 PM  |  PALACE THEATRE  |  31 E. MAIN ST., FROSTBURG
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SATURDAY, SEPT. 15

Capstone Concert

CES Presents

Kaia Kater 

ADMISSION: $18 Adult  |  $16.20 Under 18  |  $5.00 FSU Student
TICKETS AT THE DOOR  |  CES.FROSTBURG.EDU  |  1.866.849.9237  |  301.687.3137
CES member, FSU staff, military and group discount rates are also available.  

Special Guests:Anna & Elizabeth



 10:30 AM 

Bear Hill Bluegrass
Bear Hill Bluegrass takes pride in performing traditional bluegrass 
and gospel, while adding just the right mix of classic country and 
comedy to please the audience and have fun. They play the familiar 
bluegrass, gospel and a few country songs that everyone will 
recognize, done in a friendly down-home manner on stage.  
The audience is involved with the band and the songs  
throughout the show.

 11:10 AM 

Highland Grass
Highland Grass, a West Virginia-based band, is well-known around the 
Appalachian Mountain region and neighboring states for its hard-driving, 
high-energy, traditional-style bluegrass and bluegrass gospel. Highland 
Grass is an acoustic five-piece band featuring banjo, fiddle, guitar and 
upright bass. Each show finds the band members in constant motion around 
a single microphone, giving the audience tight harmonies and instrumental 
prowess the old-fashioned way.

 NOON 

Brad and Ken Kolodner 
Quartet With Rachel Eddy 
and Lucas Chohany
This Baltimore-based dynamic father-son duo, Ken and Brad Kolodner, weave together a captivating soundscape on 
hammered dulcimer, banjo and fiddles, pushing the boundaries of the old-time tradition into uncharted territory. 
In quartet form, the duo joins forces with West Virginia native and multi-instrumentalist Rachel Eddy (fiddle, guitar, 
banjo and vocals) and Pennsylvania native Lucas Chohany (mandolin and guitar).

 12:50 PM 

Time Travelers
Primarily based out of Hampshire County, W.Va., the Time 
Travelers are keeping folk traditions alive through their 
powerful rendering of some of the most traditional tunes, 
songs and coal-mining ballads of the Appalachian region. 
The group brings three-part harmony alive.

9

Compton Stage

Daytime Music Stages 
The emcee staff is provided courtesy of WFWM Radio, a public service of FSU. It broadcasts 
informational, educational and cultural programming 24 hours a day to the westernmost  
counties of Maryland and adjacent areas in Pennsylvania and West Virginia.

 10 AM  |  CENTER CIRCLE 

Garrett Highlands  
Pipes and Drums
The Garrett Highlands Pipes and Drums play at 
many local events, concerts and parades in the 
tri-state area. The group is sponsored by the 
Oakland, Md., Volunteer Fire Department and 
practices every Wednesday at 7 PM at the fire hall in Oakland. The ensemble is always looking for new members and 
offers lessons in bagpipes and Scottish drumming. The band wears the Colquhoun tartan as a tribute to its founder, 
the late Judge Fred Thayer.

 11 AM  |  IN THE SHADE NEXT TO OLD MAIN  

Frostburg Arion Band
Originally organized in 1877 to accompany a singing society, 
the Frostburg Arion Band has participated in many interesting 
activities over the years. Today, Arion Band members represent 
an intergenerational mix of male and female musicians, each 
member attracted to the band by his or her shared love of the 
music and the desire to perpetuate the longstanding tradition  
of the community band.

8

On the Grounds

10 AM  -  6 PM  |  FSU UPPER QUAD  |  FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Jamming on the Grounds 
Throughout the Day
Be sure to bring your instruments!

SATURDAY, SEPT. 15

Daytime Events



 10:30 AM 

Fly Birds
Winners of the 2016 Watermelon Park Fest Band Contest, the Fly Birds are 
a trio made up of Elizabeth Baker and Mary Dunlap of Winchester, Va., on 
banjo and bass and Sarah Twigg of Barton, Md., on the guitar. Their unique 
vocals, as well as original style of folk music, are topped off with tasteful 
songwriting skills and a charming presence on stage and record.

 11:10 AM 

Cory and Heather Wharton
Cory and Heather Wharton give moving performances that 
blend bluegrass, country and western, and traditional folk 
music in a celebration of the area’s unique mountain heritage. 
After spending time in Johnson City, Tenn., and soaking up 
the musical influences of that part of Appalachia, the duo has 
recently returned to Western Maryland.

Thomas Subaru 
Hyundai Stage

Compton Stage

 4:40 PM 

The Barnstormers and RockCandy Cloggers
The Barnstormers (Slim Harrison and Tom Jolin) perform concerts and 
residencies throughout the Mid-Atlantic Region. They performed recently at 
the Viljandi World Folk Fest in Estonia through grants from the Mid-Atlantic/
Baltic Education and Commerce Organization, Pennsylvania Council on the 
Arts and the U.S. Embassy in Estonia.

The RockCandy Cloggers (Rock Howland and Candy Ranlet) often join the 
Barnstormers for festivals and school residencies, providing exciting clogging 
routines and teaching traditional clogging workshops. When not dancing, 
they join the band, adding a fullness that is perfect for concerts and dances. Howland and Harrison were recently 
awarded a Master-Apprentice Award from the Maryland Traditions Program of the Maryland State Arts Council. For 
more information, contact Harrison at 301.271.7928 or sunnyland@erols.com or visit www.sunnylandmusic.com.

 5:20 PM 

Appalachian Hoedown With the Barnstormers
Come join in the fun! The Barnstormers and the RockCandy Cloggers close out  
the daytime events with a traditional Appalachian hoedown.
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 1:30 PM 

Black Diamond Bluegrass
Coming from the mountains of Western Maryland and Pennsylvania, 
Black Diamond Bluegrass brings energy and drive to its performances 
by way of traditional and contemporary songs, as well as original 
compositions. The present band plays dates in Maryland, West Virginia, 
Virginia and Pennsylvania. They have opened for acts such as Dailey and 
Vincent and other national acts. Members include Nick Blough, Vic King, 
Christian Blaney and Paul Ferry.

 2:20 PM 

Allegheny Drifters
From the western foothills of the Alleghenies, Pennsylvania’s Allegheny 
Drifters have presented their exciting style of bluegrass for more than a 
decade. Their engaging, fast-paced show appeals to all ages with fine 
bluegrass classics, strong soulful vocals and blazing instrumentals.  
They’ve earned a national reputation for superb song selection and  
good old-fashioned entertainment.

 3:10 PM 

Davis & Elkins College 
Appalachian Ensemble
The Davis & Elkins College Appalachian Ensemble, 
a student performance group led by string band 
director Emily Miller and dance director William 
Roboski, is dedicated to bringing live traditional 
music and dance to audiences in West Virginia 
and beyond. Composed entirely of students attending D&E, the group features an acoustic string band (fiddle, 
banjo, guitar, mandolin and bass) and a team of dancers with a diverse range of expertise. The group focuses on 
the intersections of American vernacular forms and their roots, ranging from old-time music and flatfooting to jazz 
music and tap dance, to Irish sean-nós dance, body percussion and numerous traditional American styles of harmony 
singing. The performances include a variety of regional dance styles, contemporary choreography and a selection of 
traditional songs and tunes.

 4 PM 

Corner House With Jeff Thomas
For more than 25 years, fiddler and vocalist Andi Hearn and 
guitarist Davey Mathias have been playing music together,  
and for many of those years their focus has been on performing 
and teaching Irish traditional music. Cumberland resident and 
former Corner House band member, Jeff Thomas, on concertina, 
joins them for their set.

Compton Stage
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10 AM

11 AM

NOON

1 PM

2 PM

3 PM

4 PM

EXPLORATIONS FOLKWAYS FEATURED ARTISANSFOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES

ALSO ON THE GROUNDS

COMPTON STAGE THOMAS SUBARU HYUNDAI STAGE  COOK CHAPEL
10 AM

11 AM

NOON

1 PM

2 PM

3 PM

4 PM

5 PM

Saturday Night Capstone Concert

• Tatting—Carolyn Groves
• Pottery—Teddy Latta
• Bobby Croft
• Aunt B’s Place
• Schoolhouse Quilter Guild
• Creative Needles
• Lita Havens
• Jewelry Making, Knitting  

and Basket Making—  
Nancy and Avalon Folmsbee

• Decorative Gourds  
and Fiber Arts—Sarah Riffey

• Sunnyland Music  
and Multicultural Arts— 
Brynda Ambush Harrison  
and Slim Harrison

• Fiber Art—Candy Ramble
• Woodworking— 

Mike and Judy Simpson
• Cigar Box Banjos
• Five-Year Wood
• Weaving—Dr. Mary Mumper
• Mountain Dulcimers—  

Kevin Messenger

• Heishman HoneyB Hut
• Organic Products
• Allegany Allied Arts, Inc.
• The Western Maryland Chapter 

of the Archeological Society
• Engage Mountain Maryland
• Appalachian Mountain Books
• Wynter’s Haven
• The Frostburg Museum Assoc.
• Yellow K Records
• Allegany County Women’s 

Action Coalition
• Allegany and Garrett County 

Bird Club
• American Chestnut Foundation
• NAACP—Allegany Chapter
• Connector Entity Program of 

AHEC West
• Frostburg First
• Wholesome Harvest Co-op
• Nemacolin Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited 
• The Sierra Club—Western 

Maryland GroupTICKETS AT THE DOOR  |  CES.FROSTBURG.EDU  |  1-866-849-9237  |  301.687.3137  
Admission: $18 Adult  |  $16.20 Under 18  |  $5.00 FSU Student

7:30 PM  |  PALACE THEATRE, 31 E. MAIN STREET, FROSTBURG

Throughout the Day
• Hands-on Arts
• Capering Kids 4-H  
 Goat Club

SATURDAY, SEPT. 15 FSU UPPER QUAD  |  FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

11 AM 
Cresap’s Rifles:  
The Untold Story of the 
Riflemen Who Helped Save 
George Washington’s Army  
by Champ Zumbrun

NOON
Scales to Tales

1 PM 
John Brown to James Brown: 
The Little Farm  
Where Liberty Budded,  
Blossomed and Boogied 
by Ed Maliskas

2 PM 
The American Chestnut 
Foundation in Western 
Maryland

3 PM 
Choose Civility: 
Allegany County

4 PM 
Appalachia Beyond  
the Borders

11 AM 
Appalachian Dance Workshop 
With the Barnstormers and  
the RockCandy Cloggers

NOON  
Stepping Out on  
the Mountain 

1 PM  
Dance Workshop  
With the Davis & Elkins College 
Appalachian Ensemble

3 PM  
Workshop: 
Traditional Medicinal Plants  
of Appalachia

4 PM 
Hambone and Body  
Percussion Workshop  
With Kaia Kater

10:50 AM 
Children’s Shows  
With Ray Owen
An Appalachian Odyssey

1 PM 
Jug Band
Slim Harrison and  
the Sunnyland Band

2 PM 
Children’s Shows  
With Ray Owen
An Appalachian Odyssey

2 PM 
Learn to Play the Dulcimer

CES Presents
Kaia Kater 

With Special Guests:
Anna & Elizabeth

1:30 PM 
Black Diamond Bluegrass

12:50 PM 
Time Travelers

5:20 PM 
Appalachian Hoedown  
With the Barnstormers 

4:40 PM 
The Barnstormers & RockCandy Cloggers

11:40 AM  
Ray Owen

1:30-2 PM 
Adam Booth

12:30-1 PM 
Katie and Otto Ross

10:30 AM 
Fly Birds

11:10 AM 
Cory and Heather Wharton

5:10 PM 
Greg Latta

2:30-3 PM 
Mikalena Zuckett

2:30 PM 
Fritz Kessler and Jason Twigg

12:30 PM 
Hay Fever With Pete Hobbie

1:10 PM 
Davis Bradley Duo

2:20 PM 
Allegheny Drifters

10:30 AM 
Bear Hill Bluegrass

11:10 AM 
Highland Grass

3:10 PM 
Davis & Elkins College Appalachian 
Ensemble

3:10 PM 
Valev Laube and Charlie Rauh

4:30 PM 
Casselman Valley Travelers

STORYTELLING

11 AM Frostburg Arion Band  |  IN THE SHADE NEXT TO OLD MAIN

Events at a Glance

10 AM Garrett Highlands Pipes & Drums  |  CENTER CIRCLE

NOON  
Brad and Ken Kolodner Quartet With 
Rachel Eddy and Lucas Chohany

4 PM 
Corner House With Jeff Thomas

11:50 AM 
Sparky and Rhonda Rucker

1:50 PM 
Loretta Hummel and Paul Dix

3:50 PM 
Jay Smar

11 AM  
Michael and Carrie Kline

1-1:30 PM 
Jo Ann Dadisman

2-2:30 PM 
Rich Knoblich



 2:30 PM 

Fritz Kessler and Jason Twigg
Fritz Kessler and Jason Twigg are a two-piece old-time string band 
from Frostburg. These local musicians play fiddle tunes and waltzes. 
Their repertoire consists of common and not-so-common tunes from 
the turn of the 20th century and earlier, focusing on melodic fiddle 
runs, with the guitar added for a supporting rhythm. Many of the tunes 
they play have their origins from noted fiddlers of West Virginia and 
Kentucky. Kessler and Twigg have played together for more than 15 
years and have performed at various venues throughout the local area.

 3:10 PM 

Valev Laube and Charlie Rauh—Tonality of Culture
Valev Laube, an Estonian-born musician based in New York, will reveal his attraction 
to folk music and how the liberation from the Soviet Union has allowed Estonians to 
rediscover their cultural roots. The performance introduces a contemporary artistic 
interpretation of old folk tunes and playing tradition while fusing it with contemporary 
music practices and personal experiences associated with the teaching methods 
of folk music. Laube is also a graphic designer and digital artist. He specializes in 
multidisciplinary creative projects that merge audio and visuals for holistic concert  
and performance art experiences. As a musician, he has performed all across 
Europe and North America, mainly promoting and presenting contemporary 
Northern-European and Estonian folk-inspired original music. 

Charlie Rauh has been a resident artist for The Rauschenberg Foundation 
and The Klaustrid Foundation. Recorded in a 14th-century barn in France, 
his debut album, Viriditas, inspires listeners. According to a review in  
All About Jazz, “These quiet tunes dust off a few neglected shelves of the 
human soul and from them pull vials filled with brightness.”

 3:50 PM 

Jay Smar
Armed with two guitars, baritone vocals, claw-hammer banjo, fiddling and flat-footin’ 
(a form of clog dancing), Jay Smar serves his audience an “acoustic buffet” of traditional 
American and original folk, old-time mountain music, bluegrass and gospel tunes, as well  
as the coal-mining songs of Northeast Pennsylvania.
Photo by Kristen M. Scatton, Pottsville Republican/Herald

 4:30 PM 

Casselman Valley Travelers
The Casselman Valley Travelers, a group from the 
Grantsville, Md. area, got its start in late 2016. The group 
consists of five musicians – Dave Funkhouser, Dicky Apple, 
Jim Sechler, Wade Shackelford and Paul Dix – bringing 
their God-given love of music to all that wish to relax  
and enjoy life.

Thomas Subaru Hyundai Stage
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 11:50 AM 

Sparky and Rhonda Rucker
Sparky and Rhonda Rucker perform throughout the U.S. as well as overseas, 
singing songs and telling stories from the American folk tradition. Sparky has been 
performing for more than 40 years and is internationally recognized as a leading 
folklorist, musician, historian, storyteller and author. He accompanies himself with 
fingerstyle picking and bottleneck blues guitar, banjo and spoons. Rhonda is a 
musician, children’s author, storyteller and songwriter. Her blues-style harmonica, 
piano, old-time banjo and bones add musical versatility to their performances.

 12:30 PM 

Hay Fever With Pete Hobbie
Hay Fever is a neo-traditional Appalachian band formed in 
2017 with a sound unique to itself. While leaning heavily 
on the flavors and traditions of the old-time fiddle music 
played in the hills of West Virginia, each member brings his 
or her own musical history to the band. When listening to 
Jim Morris (guitar), Josh Haza (mandolin) and Dakota Karper 
(fiddle), and special guest Pete Hobbie, it is no surprise to hear hints of The Beatles, bluegrass or even Beethoven. 
Whatever the style being highlighted, Hay Fever is sure to deliver a musical experience with finesse and the raw, 
breathing sounds of living music 

 1:10 PM 

Davis Bradley Duo
Kathy Davis and Bradley Bishop have teamed up to present a one-of-a-kind 
musical experience for everyone! They draw from their individual bluegrass, 
old-time and swing influences to create something magical, while remaining true 
to the roots of the music they love. Fans can expect to hear fresh renditions of the 
classics, as well as several original compositions, played on more than a dozen 
traditional instruments and presented in a historic context. This dynamic song 
mix has helped to extend their combined reach, holding the door wide open to 
welcome those in search of something new and unique!

 1:50 PM 

Loretta Hummel and Paul Dix
Local musician Loretta Hummel has been delighting regional audiences for many 
years. Residing near Frostburg, she is a singer and songwriter who has recorded 
and released several music albums. An ordained music minister, Hummel plays 
guitar and performs various country, gospel and bluegrass music in the tri-state 
area and throughout the U.S. Paul Dix grew up in Westminster, Md., playing 
trumpet, mandolin, guitar and bass. He has played with many musical groups 
in Maryland and Pennsylvania, such as The Salem Bottom Boys, Maple City 
Bluegrass, Back Up & Push, Sand Spring Bluegrass, Brush Mountain Band, Poe 
Valley Troubadours, Dogwood and Hummel. Hummel and Dix will perform her 
original songs and cover songs.

Thomas Subaru Hyundai Stage
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Storytelling

 12:30-1 PM  

Katie and  
Otto Ross
In 1993, Katie Ross and 
her husband Otto formed 
a storytelling duo called 
Stories by the Score. Katie tells the stories and Otto plays 
music. The pair won first place at the Autumn Glory Tall 
Tales Contest in Oakland, Md., in 1997 and 1999. Later, 
Katie went on to be the first runner-up in the 2004 
National Storyteller of the Year Contest sponsored by 
the Creative Arts Institute in Blacklick, Ohio. Katie and 
Otto have performed for the last several years in FSU’s 
Appalachian Festival, with Katie coordinating storytelling 
events. The two have a love of Appalachian culture with 
its stories and its music. In this year’s festival, Katie will 
tell a couple of tales with Appalachian themes and Otto 
will strum his banjo from time to time.

 1-1:30 PM  

Jo Ann Dadisman
Share an energetic, interactive 
storytelling session with Jo 
Ann Dadisman of West Virginia. 
Dadisman will entertain the young 
and young-at-heart as she weaves stories and lore 
from her beloved Appalachian hills. She has traveled 
throughout West Virginia and the surrounding states 
for more than 15 years, sharing stories and conducting 
workshops at state parks, schools, universities, festivals, 
libraries and art centers.

 1:30-2 PM  

Adam Booth
Adam Booth’s original stories blend 
traditional mountain folklore, 
music and an awareness of 
contemporary Appalachia. He has 
been featured at the International Storytelling Center, 
the Appalachian Studies Association Conference and the 
National Storytelling Conference and has been a Spoken 
Word Resident at the Banff Centre. His recordings have 
received a Parents’ Choice Silver Honor and Storytelling 
World Award Honors. He is a four-time champion of the 
West Virginia Liars’ Contest.

Chapel Happenings
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 2-2:30 PM  

Rich Knoblich
Rich Knoblich is the author 
of Talking ’Bout the Relatives. 
His original tall-tale book 
was inspired by visits to his 
family’s old homestead on 
the mountain. However, things often go haywire as he 
relates the shenanigans of rustic characters in modern 
times. Many stories incorporate family members along 
with friends he has made over the years. Stories take 
place at actual rural surroundings in West Virginia and 
are often based on reality, but they’re loaded with plenty 
of embellishment

 2:30-3 PM  

Mikalena Zuckett
Mikalena Zuckett’s love 
of folk tales and stories 
drew her first to writing. 
She grew up in Wheeling, 
W.Va., in a family that loved 
to gather and tell stories long into the night. Because 
of her love of stories, in high school and college she 
turned to puppetry, writing and performing, first at the 
Environmental Puppet Theater at Oglebay Park’s Nature 
Center and later in her own company. During the 1990s, 
she returned to writing and had just completed her first 
mid-grade novel when she discovered the West Virginia 
Storytelling Guild. Soon she found these past skills and 
experiences coming together in new ways. She then 
began an odyssey to find her own stories and came up 
with her own tellings of folk tales, Jack tales, ghost tales, 
historic tales and personal tales. She’s served as an officer 
of the West Virginia Storytelling Guild for the past five 
years and is currently the guild’s president.

Embracing Diversity and Songs  
for Social Justice
From the time that humankind began setting words to music, songs have been a vehicle for social change. Come 
join these performers and songwriters as they explore Songs for Social Justice—from slavery, to mining and labor 
struggles, to the civil rights movement, LGBTQ struggles and beyond.

 11 AM  

Michael and Carrie Kline
Michael and Carrie Kline of Elkins, W.Va., weave southern mountain stories 
and folklore with spine-tingling harmonies on voice and guitar. To hear 
them and be invited to join in on a chorus is to be transported to a country 
church, a one-room school or mamaw’s kitchen. The duo conveys those 
emotions and connections that really matter, time with family and friends, 
spiritual times, all wrapped in a patchwork quilt of vivid images.

 11:40 AM  

Ray Owen
Ray Owen whips up a veritable feast of classic American songs and stirs in a healthy 
helping of humor for all audiences to enjoy. When he serves it up from center stage, 
he pulls everybody into a world of fun. Owen’s repertoire has grown to include 
some 900 songs and encompasses such a range of traditional classics, original 
songs and comedy that it’s easy to imagine why he appeals to such a wide variety 
of audiences.

Thomas Subaru Hyundai Stage
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 5:10 PM 

Greg Latta
Greg Latta is a mesmerizing singer, songwriter and award-winning 
performer on the hammered dulcimer, banjo, guitar, Irish bouzouki, 
cittern, harmonica, recorder, Appalachian dulcimer and concertina.  
A hammered dulcimer virtuoso and champion, he is a three-time 
winner of the Mid-Eastern Hammered Dulcimer Championships and 
has twice been a runner-up in the National Hammered Dulcimer 
Championships held at Winfield, Kan. He is a current recipient of the 
Individual Artist Award of the Maryland State Arts Council.

Chapel Happenings
COOK CHAPEL  |  LOWER LEVEL OF FROST HALL
Up the steps from the Quad



 11 AM  

Appalachian Dance Workshop
With the Barnstormers and  
the RockCandy Cloggers
Bring your hard-soled shoes and learn the basic steps 
of Appalachian flat footing. The RockCandy Cloggers are 
experienced instructors, having taught and performed 
regionally and internationally. Traditionally, many of the 
tunes that became or remained popular in Appalachia 
and the U.S. were dance tunes. Audience participation  
is encouraged. All skills are welcome!

 NOON  

Stepping Out on the Mountain
Sparky Rucker’s research on the African-American ballad 
tradition culminated in the highly acclaimed recording 
Heroes and Hard Times. Drawing on this material, the 
Ruckers share songs and stories about such colorful 
personalities as John Henry, John Hardy, Stag-O-Lee,  
and Betty and Dupree.

 1 PM  

Flatfoot Dance Workshop 
With the Davis & Elkins College 
Appalachian Ensemble
Come explore clogging and flatfooting and learn how 
to create dance steps and improvise to live music. No 
previous experience is necessary. Appalachian percussive 
dance is a blend of Irish, West African and Native 
American dances and has close ties to Appalachian 
old-time music.

 2 PM  

Learn to Play the Dulcimer
Come for a hands-on workshop and learn to play the 
Appalachian dulcimer (lap dulcimer) in just minutes 
with simple instructions from Anne Lough and Amy 
Lough Fabbri. The dulcimer is a stringed folk instrument 
played by strumming a pick across the strings (with the 
instrument on one’s lap or table), while the fingers of the 
opposite hand press the strings down to the fretboard. 
This classic American instrument is known for being 
relatively simple to play and is appropriate for beginners 

of all ages. During the workshop, participants will 
practice the simple technique of playing the dulcimer 
with hands-on instruction, playing and singing along 
with folk songs. Instruments will be provided for use 
during the workshop. 

 3 PM  

Workshop: 
Traditional Medicinal Plants  
of Appalachia
The Appalachian region is rich in botanical diversity  
and resources. The relationship of people and plants  
goes back to the beginning of time, and the history of 
this relationship in Appalachia is an important part of 
the heritage of the region. This workshop will include  
the history of medicinal plant use and folk medicine  
in Appalachia, discussion of several plants in detail  
and a demonstration of making infused herbal oils  
and tinctures.

     4 PM  

Hambone and  
Body Percussion  
Workshop 
With Kaia Kater
Join musician Kaia Kater for a free workshop. 
Participants will explore different body rhythms 
native to the southern United States with a focus 
on African-American hambone traditions. The free 
workshop is open to all ages and no instruments 
are required.

This engagement of Kaia Kater is funded through 
the Mid Atlantic Tours program of the Mid Atlantic 
Arts Foundation with support from the National 
Endowment for the Arts. The Cultural Events 
Series is supported in part by a grant from  
the Maryland State Arts Council. On the web  
at msac.org. CES is sponsored in part by the  
City of Frostburg.
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Folkways Tent Tentative schedule  
subject to change

 11 AM  

Cresap’s Rifles: The Untold Story 
of the Riflemen Who Helped Save 
George Washington’s Army
by Champ Zumbrun
Through the eyes of Capt. Michael Cresap and other 
riflemen, this extraordinary untold story tells of the 
invaluable contributions made by these crack elite 
riflemen from the Appalachian region who served as 
“George Washington’s Continental Army Shock Troops.” 
These backwoods men saved Washington’s army when 
they were at their weakest during the Siege of Boston 
in the summer of 1775. Cresap’s Rifles remembers, 
appreciates and celebrates these long-forgotten men 
who helped change the course of American history  
and secured the freedoms and liberties we enjoy today 
as Americans.

 NOON  

Scales to Tales
Scales to Tales, an educational program using non-
releasable birds of prey and reptiles native to Maryland, 
provides festival goers an up-close view of the region’s 
wildlife. The aviary features many injured birds or birds 
raised in captivity that could not survive in the wild. This 
one-of-a-kind program allows visitors the opportunity 
to view wildlife firsthand and hear how the animals 
became part of the program.

 1 PM  

John Brown to James Brown:  
The Little Farm Where Liberty 
Budded, Blossomed and Boogied 
by Ed Maliskas
Ed Maliskas chronicles three discrete and momentous 
events in black history—one military, one political and 
one social—that occurred within a stone’s throw of each 
other on one improbably located agricultural outpost, 
the Kennedy Farm in Western Maryland. Focusing on 
Abolitionist John Brown, then moving to the Black Elks’ 
use of the property as their headquarters during the 
height of the civil rights movement and ending with 
an exploration of concerts held on the farm featuring 
legends of rhythm and blues, Maliskas’ book details 

how he learned of the story and came to appreciate the 
historical connectedness of the three major pieces of the 
fascinating story. In this presentation, he’ll feature some 
of his interviews with more than one hundred now-
older African-Americans who graciously related to him 
their stories of what Maryland Sen. Joanne C. Benson 
described as “a village, a refuge, a family.”

 2 PM  

The American Chestnut 
Foundation in Western Maryland
The goal of the American Chestnut Foundation is to 
restore the American chestnut tree to the eastern 
woodlands to benefit the environment, wildlife and 
society. The foundation is restoring a species in the 
process, creating a template for restoration of other 
tree and plant species. Come learn about their work in 
Western Maryland. 

 3 PM  

Choose Civility: Allegany County
Choose Civility: Allegany County is a grassroots initiative 
to improve and enrich Allegany County by promoting 
civil conversations and kindness toward others. The 
Choose Civility initiatives started in Howard County and 
are inspired by the book Choosing Civility: The Twenty-
Five Rules of Considerate Conduct by Johns Hopkins 
University professor Dr. P.M. Forni. The Allegany County 
Library System and the Women’s Action Coalition of 
Greater Allegany County formed the Allegany Chapter 
and have begun to form a countywide coalition of 
government agencies, nonprofits, businesses and 
educational systems with the goal of working together 
to encourage others to choose civility in their personal 
and work lives. Packets, which include bookmarks,  
clings and stickers, will be available for participants.

 4 PM  

Appalachia Beyond the Borders
Join area residents as they discuss their work in 
multicultural national and international communities. 
Come learn about bringing education through Living 
Hope High School in Bontgama, Kenya, teaching English 
as a second language to the region’s growing immigrant 
population and more.
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Featured Artisans

Aunt B’s Place    NEW  
Aunt B’s Place offers handcrafted industrial-style 
sculptural pieces, functional decor and accessories, and 
wearable works of art with a vintage steampunk feel. 
Artist and owner Brenda Caldwell designs and creates 
each piece by hand, so no two items are identical. Her 
creations feature a wide variety of unconventional 
materials. A drawer handle becomes an elegant 
necklace. Vacuum tubes and wire combine to create an 
intricate bird sculpture. Bullet casings become pocket-
sized touchscreen styli. Antique typewriter keys, light 
bulbs, clock works, cogs, gears, cabinet hinges, masonry 
nails, skeleton keys and miscellaneous metal findings are 
transformed and repurposed in delightfully unexpected 
ways. Caldwell, of Fort Ashby, W.Va., was drawn to the 
steampunk and industrial art movement through her 
love of Victorian era antiques and design aesthetics. 
Now, what started as a mere hobby has blossomed into 
a successful business venture as more and more people 
discover the wonderfully whimsical world of steampunk.

Schoolhouse Quilter Guild    NEW  
On Nov. 1, 1977, several quilting friends formed 
Schoolhouse Quilters with 27 charter members. A 
nonprofit organization that became affiliated with the 
National Quilting Association in January 1978, the guild 
is also a member of the Allegany Arts Council. The guild 
meets monthly to exchange ideas and experiences in 
quilt making, quilt collecting and related topics and 
strives to preserve the heritage of quilting, further the 
interest in and awareness of quilts and their artistic 
value, serve as a source of information and inspiration, 
and perpetuate excellence in workmanship. For more 
than 30 years, the guild has sponsored the largest quilt 
show in the tri-state area, numerous educational and 
community service programs and workshops featuring 
some of the best professional quilters in the business. 
New members are welcome. Come to a meeting even if 
you don’t quilt and find out about the guild. 

Tatting – Carolyn Groves
Carolyn Groves, of Frostburg, brings an updated look to 
the traditional art form of tatting. Tatting or lace making 
is done by knotting and with a shuttle or needle. The  
two techniques produce slightly different results, with 
needle tatting resulting in a slightly thicker lace. Groves 
crafts intricate decorative pieces, including jewelry  
and pendants. To learn more, contact the Western 
Maryland Gallery at 11425 Upper George’s Creek Rd. SW,  
Frostburg, MD 21532.

Pottery – Teddy Latta
Teddy Latta has been a potter for 15 years. She focuses 
on functional pottery such as plates, cups, bowls and 
mugs. Latta works with stoneware and porcelain clay, 
and her decorating techniques include carving designs 
directly into the clay, manipulating the clay while it still 
soft and using a combination of color glazes to achieve 
a layered look.

Bobby Croft
Bobby Croft’s work incorporates everyday ceramic  
wares. A traditional potter, Croft focuses on stoneware 
pottery with strong glaze combinations and 
nontraditional techniques.

Woodworking
Mike and Judy Simpson
Pleasant Valley Woodcrafts consists of the husband-
and-wife team of Mike and Judy Simpson. Mike began 
building custom furniture and cabinets in 1992 and Judy 
joined him in 1995. She was drawn to the scroll saw, and 
after some lessons from Mike, she began to work on her 
own projects. Today the couple works together to make 
unique wooden baskets that are cut on the scroll saw, 
beautiful laminated cutting boards, wooden puzzles and 
unusual rolling pins. They continue to build furniture and 
cabinets as well as sell lumber of the highest quality.
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The following is a sampling of the arts and artisans featured at the Appalachian Festival. 
The products represented here draw from the deep wells of human creativity and tradition 
to connect with and reflect a sense of culture, community and place.

 10:50 AM & 2 PM  

Children’s Shows With Ray Owen
An Appalachian Odyssey
Multi-instrumentalist Ray Owen takes children on a magical sing-along journey 
through Appalachian history and culture. He presents a rich mother lode of 
frontier ballads, tall tales, mountain minstrel music and side-splitting stories and 
takes the audience trailblazing over terrain that abounds in rousing sing-alongs 
and wide-eyed surprises.

 1 PM   

Jug Band
Slim Harrison and the Sunnyland Band
Come join the Sunnyland Band and play along on spoons, jugs, washboards, 
skiffleboards, limberjacks, washtub bass, Pennsylvania Dutch “stumpf-fiddles,” 
African tambourines, Cajun frattrois, Native American whammy-diddles, Chinese 
“gao” bead drums, Latin maracas, castanuelas and güiros. For more than 25 years, 
Harrison has performed at schools and festivals, hoedowns and throwdowns all 
over North America and around the world. He is a master artist with the Wolf Trap 
Institute for Early Learning Through the Arts and full-time artist in residence with 
the Maryland State Arts Council—Artists in Education Touring Artists Program.

Capering Kids 4-H Goat Club
Capering Kids 4-H Goat Club will host a “goat-painting” area where 
children can exercise their creative flair by painting goat-shaped 
silhouettes. The group will also bring goats and offer milking 
demonstrations throughout the day. In addition, soaps made  
from goat’s milk will be available for sale.
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For Children of All Ages
THROUGHOUT THE DAY ON FESTIVAL GROUNDS

Hands-on Arts
Mountain City Traditional Arts and 
FSU students have designed hands-on 
projects, so be ready to flex your creativity 
and take something from the festival 
home to enjoy. FSU students and festival 
volunteers will assist attendees in making 
numerous traditional Appalachian toys 
and objects, including cornhusk dolls, 
dancing men, cat’s eyes and more.
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Also on The Grounds 
Heishman HoneyB Hut
Stop by to see a live observation hive. HoneyB Hut will 
sell honey, comb honey, homemade lotions, salves, soaps 
and 100 percent soy tarts and other beeswax products

Organic Products
The Nettle Patch, LLC
The Nettle Patch, LLC is an herb shop and herbal 
education center in Frostburg. The shop sources its 
bulk-dried herbs from organic growers and ethical 
wildcrafters, and support local growers and gatherers 
whenever possible. It carries a variety of herbs and 
herbal products, all-natural soaps, herbal teas and 
tea-making supplies, botanical gifts, pet items, books, 
herbalist supplies and more. Herbal-themed food and 
snacks, including soups, breads, cookies, teas and other 
herbal treats are also available. The center will offer 
classes and workshops to the local community and plans 
on hosting occasional guest speakers and other events. 
It offers custom formulation and consultation services 
as well.

Allegany Allied Arts, Inc.
The mission of Allegany Allied Arts, Inc., is arts and 
entertainment exhibition, performance and education. 
The group stages and supports arts-related events 
and productions for public benefit by putting the 
entertainment back in arts and entertainment. The 
Queen City Film Festival, which takes place in October,  
is one of the organization’s cornerstone events.

The Western Maryland Chapter  
of the Archeological Society
The Western Maryland Chapter of the Archeological 
Society will display artifacts and information on 
excavations conducted under the supervision of Dr. 
Robert D. Wall of Towson University. The Barton Village 
Site, a 30+ acre site along the upper Potomac River, has 
been the focus of the chapter’s fieldwork for more than 
20 years. The site is the location of a multi-component 
occupation by Native Americans from the 1700s, dating 
back in time 12,000 years ago.

Engage Mountain Maryland
Engage Mountain Maryland seeks mindful growth of 
the area’s socio-economic position to ensure the future 
stability of its unique heritage and quality of life.

Appalachian Mountain Books
Appalachian Mountain Books is a retail book business 
that specializes exclusively in books about Appalachia, 
including new, used and remainder books, fiction and 
nonfiction. Its website is ApMtBooks.com. Run by George 
Brosi, Appalachian Mountain Books has been in business 
for 35 years and offers an extensive variety of books  
for sale.

Wynter’s Haven
Natural and honestly pure, these personal and home care 
products are made without harmful chemicals, artificial 
ingredients or additives. Crafter Heather Warnick makes 
everything by hand, using produce from the family’s own 
gardens and other organic sustainable sources.

The Frostburg Museum Association
The Frostburg Museum Association acquires, documents, 
catalogues, preserves and displays artifacts and other 
items related to the history of Frostburg, its people 
and its environs and provides access, information and 
education to those interested in the research and study 
of the area.

Yellow K Records
Yellow K Records offers new and used records, turntables 
and accessories. The store grew from the Yellow K Record 
label, which has released work from artists across the 
country, including nationally recognized artist, Japanese 
Breakfast. The shop is located at 19 S. Broadway in 
Frostburg or online at www.yellowkrecordshop.com. 

Allegany County Women’s  
Action Coalition
The Allegany County Women’s Action Coalition, a local 
group formed in February of 2017, works collaboratively 
to help local communities thrive. Those interested in 
working together join action subgroups addressing 
such issues as health care, education and civil rights. 
One of ACWAC’s “action” groups will be featured in this 
presentation—the face-to-face relations action group 
that works to reach across divides in society.

Creative Needles    NEW  
Creative needles quilt group is an evening group that 
meets on the fourth Thursday of the month from 
September through June.

Lita Havens    NEW  
Lita Havens is a local fiber and watercolor artist. She 
enjoys working in a variety of mediums and using 
recycled materials to create her unique designs.

Jewelry Making, Knitting  
and Basket Making
Nancy and Avalon Folmsbee
Nancy and Avalon Folmsbee are a mother-and-daughter 
team specializing in jewelry making, knitting and basket 
making.

Decorative Gourds and Fiber Arts
Sarah Riffey
Sarah Riffey creates many items, including jewelry boxes, 
gourds in various shapes and sizes and knitted items.

Sunnyland Music and  
Multicultural Arts
Brynda Ambush Harrison  
and Slim Harrison
Brynda Ambush Harrison and Slim Harrison provide a 
rich line of traditional art and music, including African-
American face jugs, ceramic African masks, gourd banjos, 
washboards, limber-jacks and more.

Weaving
Dr. Mary Mumper will demonstrate traditional  
loom-based weaving techniques.

Cigar Box Banjos    NEW  
The Rev. Frankie Revell crafts cigar box banjos that 
look and sound great. Each banjo sold directly benefits 
regional charities.

Five-Year Wood    NEW   
Peter and Terry, the creators of Five-Year Wood, have 
been ardent woodworkers, wood turners and specialty 
engravers for more than 15 years. Over that time, they 
have developed many unique pieces and some rather 
innovative techniques to visually enhance their work. 
Working with a variety of renewable tree species (many 
of them local wood), as well as renewable exotics, they 
create products and designs ranging from large fine 
furniture and turned items to many smaller wood pieces.

Mountain Dulcimers
Kevin Messenger
A luthier from Bruceton Mills in the mountains of 
Preston County, W.Va., Kevin Messenger started building 
dulcimers in 2011, but he’s been building and repairing 
stringed instruments for several years. He began building 
contemporary dulcimers, then became interested in 
the history of the instrument and switched to building 
historic dulcimer reproductions. He uses native 
hardwoods and original stains and manufactures his  
own strings. Messenger’s dulcimers can be found 
throughout the United States as well as the United 
Kingdom and Japan.

Fiber Art
Candy Ramble
When she isn’t dancing, Candy Ramble is busy knitting 
and crocheting scarves, hats and shawls. Be sure to check 
out her Halloween creations.

Featured Artisans
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Allegany and Garrett County  
Bird Club
The members of the Allegany and Garrett County Bird 
Club are interested in birds and birding in far Western 
Maryland, promoting conservation and fostering 
enthusiasm for the sport of birding in Western Maryland.

American Chestnut Foundation
The goal of the American Chestnut Foundation is to 
restore the American chestnut tree to the eastern 
woodlands to benefit the environment, wildlife and 
society. The foundation is restoring a species in the 
process, creating a template for restoration of other  
tree and plant species.

NAACP
Allegany Chapter
With a mission “to ensure the political, educational, 
social and economic equality of the rights of all persons,” 
the NAACP has an active chapter in Allegany County.  
Stop by their table to learn about upcoming events.

Connector Entity Program  
of AHEC West
The Connector Entity program of AHEC West provides 
outreach, education and enrollment of Maryland 
residents into qualified health plans and Medicaid 
as laid forth in the Affordable Care Act and under the 
guidelines of the state of Maryland. Counties served are 
Washington, Allegany and Garrett. The Connector Entity 
must work within the scope of the Maryland Health 
Benefit Exchange for these activities.

Frostburg First
Frostburg First’s mission is to help revitalize the 
downtown area using the Main Street five-point 
approach, including design, organization, promotion, 
economic restructuring and clean, safe and green 
neighborhoods. Stop by the table to learn about all  
the great projects happening in Frostburg.

Garden City Bees
Sandy Arnold is a third-generation beekeeper in LaVale, 
Md. She founded Garden City Bees, named after her 
neighborhood, in 2014. She uses beeswax, honey and 
propolis from her hives to make bath and body products. 
Stop by to see her demonstration hive.

Also on the Grounds
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Wholesome Harvest Co-op
Wholesome Harvest Co-op is a newly formed 
business in Frostburg, a community-minded grocery 
store committed to operating a member-owned, 
democratically operated enterprise. Its mission is to 
provide the community with high-quality, healthy 
products, focusing on locally sourced foods and goods.

Nemacolin Chapter of  
Trout Unlimited
Nemacolin Chapter is a part of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited (TU). The members all love trout 
fishing, especially fly fishing and sharing about the sport 
and the natural environment. The chapter is involved in 
and raises money for educational activities such as “Trout 
in the Classroom,” fly tying classes and youth fishing 
events. It also supports DNR’s brook trout efforts in the 
Savage River watershed and conducts a spring cleanup 
on the Casselman River. Monthly meetings are held 
at Early Rise Flies Fly Shop in Cumberland on the last 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Follow the chapter 
on Facebook or learn more about TU at www.tu.org.

The Sierra Club
Western Maryland Group
The Sierra Club is a national environmental advocacy 
organization with more than 60 chapters, including at 
least one for every state in the U.S. The Maryland Chapter 
of the Sierra Club focuses on protecting the state’s 
natural and wildlife resources, monitoring legislation, 
sponsoring outings and educating the public about 
pressing environmental issues. The Western Maryland 
Group draws its members from Allegany and  
Garrett counties.

Appalachian Laboratory
From the headwaters of the Chesapeake Bay, scientists 
conduct research on terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems 
in many parts of the world, with an emphasis on the 
rich and diverse environments of Western Maryland and 
the broader Appalachian region. Founded in Frostburg 
in 1962, Appalachian Laboratory scientists advise state, 
national and international leaders on air and water 
quality, wildlife management, forest and agricultural 
management, and biodiversity conservation, while  
also training and engaging tomorrow’s researchers  
and environmental stewards through advanced  
degree offerings, citizen science initiatives and K-12 
curriculum development.

Maryland
Allegany County Department of Tourism
13 Canal St., Cumberland, MD 21502
Phone: 301.777.5132  |  Toll Free: 1.800.425.2067
Email: info@mdmountainside.com
Website: www.mdmountainside.com

Garrett County Chamber of Commerce
15 Visitors Center Drive, McHenry, MD 21541
Phone: 301.387.4386
Email: info@garrettchamber.com
Website: www.visitdeepcreek.com

Hagerstown-Washington County  
Convention and Visitors Bureau
16 Public Square, Hagerstown, MD 21740
Visitor Welcome Center
6 N. Potomac Street 
Hagerstown, MD 21740
Phone: 301.791.3246
Email: info@visithagerstown.com

Western Maryland Scenic Railroad
13 Canal St., Cumberland, MD 21502
Phone: 301.759.4400  |  Toll Free: 1.800.872.4650
Website: www.wmsr.com

Pennsylvania
Fayette Chamber of Commerce
65 W. Main St., Uniontown, PA 15401
Phone: 724.437.4571  |  Toll Free: 1.800.916.9365

Somerset County Chamber of Commerce
601 N. Center Ave., Somerset, PA 15501
Phone: 814.445.6431
Website: www.somersetcountychamber.com

Bedford County Visitors Bureau
131 S. Julianna St., Bedford, PA 15522
Phone: 1.800.765.3331
Email: dt@bedfordcounty.net
Website: www.bedfordcounty.net

Throughout the Region

For more information: 
Kara Roger Thomas 
Festival Director,  
Associate Professor of Folklore & Sociology
Phone: 240.522.7635 
Email: krogersthomas@frostburg.edu 
Website: www.frostburg.edu/events/afestival 
        facebook.com/fsuappalachianfest

FSU is committed to making all of its programs, services and 
activities accessible to persons with disabilities. To request 
accommodation through the ADA Compliance Office, call 
301.687.4102 or use a Voice Relay Operator at 1.800.735.2258. 
Frostburg State University is a smoke-free campus.

Brian’s Old-Fashioned Hot Dogs
Savage River Farm
TJ’s Crab Wagon

Kahler’s Kitchen Food Truck
Chicken Coupe
Sugar & Spice Bakery
Clatter
United Campus Ministries

Festival Foods

West Virginia
Grant County  
Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB)
126 S. Main St., Petersburg, WV 26847
Phone: 304.257.9266
Website: gotowv.com/company/grant-county- 
convention-and-visitors-bureau-cvb

Hampshire County  
Convention and Visitors Bureau
91 S. High Street, Romney, WV 
Phone: 304.822.7477
Email: wvhccvb@atlanticbbn.net
Website: www.cometohampshire.com


