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FROM ITS INAUGURAL CLASS OF 57 STUDENTS, FROSTBURG 

STATE UNIVERSITY HAS GROWN TO A PRESENT DAY 

ENROLLMENT OF NEARLY 4,000 STUDENTS. 

Established in 1898 as State Normal 
School No. 2, the University owes its 
existence to the tenacity of J. Benson 
Oder, editor of the Frostburg Mining 
Journal, and the citizens of Frostburg 
who, in spite of political barriers, raised 
funds and purchased the site on which 
Old Main, the University’s first building, 
is located.

Principal Edmund Dandridge Murdaugh 
and three faculty instructed the first Normal 
School class; in addition, other faculty taught 151 
children in the Model School. The Normal School 
students, who were high school students having to meet no 
requirements other than age (girls, 16; boys, 17), had but one 
two-year course of study: elementary education. The curriculum 
consisted of Latin, mathematics, history, rhetoric and literature, 
natural and physical sciences, drawing, music, calisthenics, 
psychology, philosophy of education, philosophy of school 
management, pedagogy, observation, practice work and primary 
manual training.

Over the years, the name of the institution has reflected the changes 
in the scope of its educational mission. In 1935, State Normal School 
No. 2 became State Teachers College at Frostburg, a four-year college 
that offered a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education. In 1963, 
the name became Frostburg State College, and finally in 1987, with 
the strong support of the local civic and business community, became 
Frostburg State University, an indication of its growing resources, 
diversity and excellence in educational opportunities for the region 
and the state.

In 1988, FSU became a constituent institution of the University 
System of Maryland, comprised of 12 of the state’s 14 public 
institutions. 

The campus was once limited to Old Main, a single building housing 
classrooms and a library. It has now grown to more than 30 
buildings, including the newest academic buildings, the Education 
and Health Sciences Center, Compton Science Center and the 

Catherine R. Gira Center for Communications 
and Information Technology, as well as the 

Harold J. Cordts Physical Education Center, 
the Lane University Center, the Lewis J. 

Ort Library, residence halls and a dining 
hall. The campus now encompasses 260 
beautiful acres.

Throughout its growth, the University 
has emphasized excellence in teaching. 
Approximately 80 percent of the 

full-time faculty hold doctorates or 
terminal degrees from institutions that are 

among the most prestigious in the nation. 
Faculty scholarship has led to scholarly work 

in books, manuals and journals, as well as 
numerous articles and reviews. This excellence in 

faculty has resulted in superior results for students. 

Washington Monthly recognized Frostburg for its “contribution to 
the public good,” and ranked it as a “Best Bang for the Buck,” while 
U.S. News & World Report listed it among its Top Performers on 
Social Mobility and Top Public Schools among regional universities 
in the Northeast. FSU has been honored for community service, its 
service to veteran students and efforts in sustainability. The Brookings 
Institution and The Economist both found, on average, that Frostburg 
alumni earned between $5,000 and $6,000 more each year by the 
midpoint of their careers than was projected for graduates of 
comparable institutions.

Today, the University’s mission and services have expanded 
significantly. More than 400 full-time administrators and support staff 
and more than 200 full-time faculty serve the educational needs of 
students who come from throughout the United States and the world. 
These students have a choice of 45 major programs of study leading to 
the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degrees. Master’s degrees are offered in applied computer science; 
applied ecology and conservation biology; athletic training; business 
administration; counseling psychology; education; nursing; 
recreation, parks and sport management; physician assistant studies; 
teaching; and wildlife-fisheries biology. A Doctor of Education degree 
is offered in Educational Leadership.

Frostburg State University continues its pursuit of excellence,  
a tradition that now spans more than 120 years.

A B OU T  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y
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A  M E S S AG E  TO  G R A DUAT E S

Congratulations! Graduating from college is an incredible milestone, and I applaud the hard 
work and dedication you demonstrated throughout your academic journey. Today marks the 
beginning of a new chapter in your lives as you prepare to embark on a path beyond college. 

On behalf of the faculty, staff and alumni at Frostburg State University, we are happy to 
share your graduation with the family and friends who are joining you at this ceremony to 
celebrate your accomplishment. Be sure to take a moment to thank them for helping you get to 
where you are today.

I hope that you continue to remain enthusiastic about your future and carry with you the 
lessons you learned, the friendships you forged and the mentors that helped guide you during 
your time at FSU.

May you experience success, joy and countless opportunities to collaborate, innovate and 
grow. Embrace any challenges you encounter with confidence and courage and never stop 
reaching for the stars. You have the power to make a difference and to have a hand and a voice 
in shaping the future for the next generation of leaders. Use it wisely.

Please stay connected with Frostburg State University as you join the ranks of more than 
48,000 dedicated and proud alumni. It’s your turn to be an advisor and a helpful resource for 
future Bobcats. 

Graduates, we are so happy for you and look forward to seeing what you will do next!

With FSU pride,

Darlene Brannigan Smith, PhD

Darlene Brannigan Smith, PhD, was appointed interim president of 
Frostburg State University on March 10, 2025. She will remain at 
FSU while the University System of Maryland conducts a national 
search for Frostburg’s 16th president.

Dr. Smith brings years of expertise in business, finance and 
marketing and is skilled in strategic planning, organizational 
effectiveness, curriculum development, donor relations and regional 
engagement. She is a dedicated professional with a commitment to, 
and vision for, achieving educational excellence with a reputation for 
driving continuous innovation.

She earned an associate’s degree in business administration from 
Anne Arundel Community College; a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration and a Master of Business Administration, 
both from the University of Baltimore; and a doctorate in business 
from the University of Maryland, College Park.

Dr. Smith is a graduate of Harvard’s Institute for Management 
and Leadership in Higher Education, Leadership Maryland and 
the leadership program of the Greater Baltimore Committee. She 
has also been named to The Daily Record’s Top 100 Women in 
Maryland three times and inducted into its Circle of Excellence 
for her impactful leadership style, community service and 
mentoring ability.

She has demonstrated success as a teacher and scholar. She 
previously held faculty positions at the George Washington 

University, Loyola University of Maryland and the University of 
Baltimore, as well as visiting faculty positions overseas in France, 
Chile and China. While at the University of Baltimore, she first 
served as dean of the Merrick School of Business and then as 
executive vice president and provost.

Dr. Smith is no stranger to the University System of Maryland, of 
which Frostburg is a part, as she served as the interim associate vice 
chancellor for academic programs and special assistant to the senior 
vice chancellor for academic affairs. While there, she was responsible 
for working with USM institutions in the development of new 
academic programs and the design and development of 
comprehensive academic planning processes.

Dr. Smith has served as a business and management consultant for 
an impressive list of clients, conducting market research and 
providing organizations with a range of professional development 
tools to enhance marketing efforts and organizational effectiveness.

She has also served her community on various nonprofit boards, 
has refereed numerous journal publications, peer-reviewed conference 
proceedings, given countless presentations, authored chapters in 
non-scholarly books and is currently in the process of completing her 
personal memoir.

Dr. Smith and her husband, Richard, have been married for 
46 years. They have two daughters, Julia and Kathleen, and six 
beautiful grandchildren. 
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OR DE R  OF  PRO C E S S ION

T H E  G R A N D  M A R S H A L
Dr. James C. Saku

T H E  F A C U L T Y  M A R S H A L S
Dr. Shakil Rahman
Dr. Jacqueline Durst
Dr. William Seddon

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  F A C U L T Y

T H E  S T A G E  P A R T Y
Dr. Michael Mathias

Provost and Master of Ceremonies

Dr. Sharman Siebenthal Adams
Associate Provost

Dr. Sara-Beth Bittinger
Associate Vice President and Accreditation Liaison Officer (ALO) 
for Academic and Student Affairs

Dr. Justin Dunmyre
Faculty Senate Chair and Professor of Mathematics

Mr. Troy Donoway
Vice President of Administration & Finance

Dr. Yum Nguyen
Interim Assistant Dean, College of Education, Behavioral & Health Professions

Dr. Keith E. Terry
Assistant Dean, College of Humanities, Arts & Sciences

Ms. Emily Guardado Toledo
Student Speaker, College of Humanities, Arts & Sciences

Dr. Steven Combs
Interim Dean, College of Humanities, Arts & Sciences

Mr. John T. Short
Vice President for Advancement and Regional Engagement 
& Executive Director, FSU Foundation, Inc.

Dr. Jeffrey Graham
Senior Associate Vice President for Student Affairs

Ms. Koley Richard
Student Speaker, College of Business, Engineering, Computing & Analytics

Dr. Sudhir Singh
Dean, College of Business, Engineering, Computing & Analytics

Ms. Kayla Casey
Student Speaker, College of Education, Behavioral & Health Professions

Dr. Boyce C. Williams
Dean, College of Education, Behavioral & Health Professions

Dr. Darlene Brannigan Smith
Interim President

A BOU T T H E GR A N D M A R SH A L

D R .  J A M E S  C .  S A K U

Dr. James C. Saku, professor and former chair in the Department of 
Geography, has been a member of the FSU faculty since 1996. He is 
currently coordinator of the African American Studies Program. He 
has received the Faculty Achievement Award in each possible area, 
Teaching, Professional Development, and University and 
Community Service, as well as the Outstanding Mentor Award and 
the Pennsylvania Geographical Society Distinguished Scholars 
Award. He has written extensively on indigenous Canadians and the 
people of Sub-Saharan Africa. He holds a bachelor’s degree from 
University of Cape Coast in Ghana, master’s from Wilfrid Laurier 
University in Waterloo, Ontario, and doctorate from the University 
of Saskatchewan, in Saskatoon, both in Canada.

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S

G R A D U A T E  S T U D I E S
Dr. Michael Monahan, Marshal
Dr. Jodi Welsch, Marshal
Dr. Greg Wood, Marshal

C O L L E G E  O F  B U S I N E S S ,  E N G I N E E R I N G , 

C O M P U T I N G  A N D  A N A L Y T I C S
Dr. Michael Monahan, Marshal

C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C A T I O N ,  B E H A V I O R A L  A N D  H E A L T H  P R O F E S S I O N S
Dr. Jodi Welsch, Marshal

C O L L E G E  O F  C O L L E G E  O F  H U M A N I T I E S ,  A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S
Dr. Greg Wood, Marshal

G R A D U A T I N G  W I T H  H O N O R S  
I N  G E N E R A L  E D U C A T I O N

Kaitlyn Mableton 
English

Anna Martz
Psychology

Lacey Moyers
Wildlife & Fisheries

Lindsey Skidmore
Elementary Education

Abigayle Spangler
Health Science

Hailie Toro
Social Work

U N I V E R S I T Y  HONOR S
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OR DE R  OF  E X E RC I S E S

Presiding 

National Anthem

Opening Proclamation

Welcome and Remarks

Commencement Address

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees

Conferring of Degrees

Recognition of Honor Graduates

Presentation of Diplomas

The Tassel Tradition

Dr. Darlene Brannigan Smith
Interim President

The FSU Chamber Singers
Dr. Scott Rieker
Director

Dr. James C. Saku
Grand Marshal

Dr. Darlene Brannigan Smith

Ms. Koley Richard
Student Speaker, College of Business, Engineering, Computing & Analytics

Ms. Kayla Casey
Student Speaker, College of Education, Behavioral & Health Professions

Ms. Emily Guardado Toledo
Student Speaker, College of Humanities, Arts & Sciences

Dr. Michael Mathias
Provost

Dr. Sudhir Singh
Dean, College of Business, Engineering, Computing & Analytics

Dr. Boyce C. Williams
Dean, College of Education, Behavioral & Health Professions

Dr. Steven Combs
Interim Dean, College of Humanities, Arts & Sciences

Dr. Smith

Dr. Mathias

Dr. Smith with Dr. Singh, Dr. Williams and Dr. Combs

Mr. John T. Short, Jr., J.D.
Vice President for Advancement and Regional Engagement
& Executive Director, FSU Foundation, Inc.
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C OM M E NC E M E N T  S PE A K E R S

M S .  K A Y L A  C A S E Y 
College of Education, Behavioral & Health Professions

Kayla Casey graduates today with a bachelor’s degree in recreation and parks management with a minor 
in geography. She has been fully engaged while at FSU serving as an outdoor adventures intern with 
FSU CANOE and as a climbing wall instructor. Casey was also selected as a student panelist at 
Maryland’s first annual Maryland Outdoor Recreation Summit. “Throughout her academic career, 
Kayla has demonstrated a deep commitment to the park and recreation profession, with a clear 
objective of serving as a park ranger and promoting environmental interpretation, outdoor recreation 
and conservation,” said recreation and parks management professor Natalia Buta Lowe, PhD. “Her 
academic and professional record reflects her dedication and passion for the profession.”

M S .  E M I L Y  G U A R D A D O  T O L E D O 
College of Humanities, Arts & Sciences

Emily Guardado Toledo graduates today with a bachelor’s degree in English with a concentration in 
creative writing. At FSU, she serves on the executive board for TRIO Student Support Services, is the 
vice president of the McNair Student Advisory Board, is the Chief of Staff for Creative Minds and is a 
member of Sigma Tau Delta. Guardado Toledo was also a Bobcat Ambassador in the Department of 
Admissions. “Besides being a terrific student and a phenomenal writer, Emily has participated in the 
McNair Summer Research Institute where she has been a standout participant,” said chair of the 
Department of Communication and Literature Kevin Knott. “Emily has proven herself to be one of the 
most active and accomplished majors we have ever had, and we could not be more pleased with all that 
she has brought to the program and University.” 

M S .  K O L E Y  R I C H A R D 
College of Business, Engineering, Computing & Analytics

Koley Richard graduates today with a bachelor’s degree in business administration with a concentration 
in human resource management. Her hard work has earned her a spot on the Dean’s List for four 
consecutive semesters since transferring to FSU. She works two jobs and still finds time to volunteer her 
time with her church and at Vacation Bible School. “Koley is one of those students who always actively 
participates in classroom discussions, and through her contributions, helps maintain a stimulating 
classroom atmosphere,” said Management and Marketing Department Chair Dr. Michael Monahan. 
“She brings life to the class with her engaging personality and friendly demeanor, as she excels at critical 
thinking and inspiring her classmates.”
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D O C TO R  O F  E D U C AT I O N

Joshua M. Abrams
“�Beyond Reactive: Nudging Faculty to 
Promote Digital Accessibility.”

Grace S. Ameyaw
“�The Perceptions Female Ghanaian 
Immigrants Pursuing Public School 
Teaching Careers.”

Dario Steven Dibattista, Jr.
“�A Phenomenological Study of 
Generation Z Student-Veterans for 
Re-Envisioning Postsecondary 
Supports and Services.”

Ryan Lee Ott
“�A Self-study Exploration by a 
Practicing School Administrator 
Regarding the Perceptions of Teachers 
and Administrators on Teacher 
Absenteeism, Leave Policies, and 
My Servant Leadership.”

Dhruti Patel
“�Investigating the Artificial 
Intelligence Policy Landscape in 
Higher Education.”

Kathea Jean Smith
“�Revisiting “Red Flags”: Examining 
the Validity of Predictor Variables in 
Transfer Student Attrition Behavior.”

M A S T E R  O F  B U S I N E S S  
A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

Terry Joseph Barnes, Jr.

Dalton Taner Beard

Michael Yves Brault

Francis Deleveaux Carden IV

Katherine Ann Chapple

Jean Elizabeth Chung

Tkayah Desiree Cook-Cooper

Ian Edwards

Phillip George Emrich, Jr.

Brooke Elizabeth Ernest

Robert Attillo Jackson III

Thor Jonsdottir

Candice Logan

Jared Christopher Manns

Ryan Elizabeth Musolf

Shiril Sarcar

Andre Tenorio

Chad Lee Whiteley

Sharon Kotula Williams

M A S T E R  O F  E D U C AT I O N

Ryan Joseph Aaron

Katlyn Cook

Heather Lynn Felker

Rachel Hardy

Colby Heiston

Kayla Joy Heiston

Lincoln Ikwubuo

Jessica Putnam Roy

Gineva Rutt

Cassie Lynn Spicer

Katelyn Nicole Turbin

Ashley Ann Young

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  
I N  A P P L I E D  
C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E

Austin Amadi

James Patrick Donohue

Peter Hartnett

Kathryn Irving

Justin Juraidini

KeMarsh Diego Matthews

Andrew Park

Maximus Peters

Rodrigo Antonio Diaz Quinteros

Benjamin Alexander Ryan

Shelby Lynn Sanders

Rahsaan Amir Simpson

Courage Mboh Tikum

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N 
A P P L I E D  E C O LO G Y  A N D  
C O N S E R VAT I O N  B I O LO G Y

Sarah Ferguson

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  
I N  N U R S I N G

Lucy Adusei

Christian Arnold

Olesea Beyer

Joshua Thayer Butler

Sarah Marie Coates

Amber Conway

Herve Carlos Feukou Gabeuka

Jordan Hare

Robin Lee Hof

Elizabeth Huber

Ivy Hunt

Brandy Lewis

Haley Massino

Claire Deirdre McElwain

Shannon Danielle Miller

Julius Folefac Nkemayim

Jennifer Olajide

Megan Zsolti Runnells

Darby Hayes Sipes

Anthony Joseph Vaeth

Amber Verbic

Evan Voyten

Chelsea Marie Walny

‡Summa Cum Laude     †  Magna Cum Laude    ✢  Cum Laude

C A N DI DAT E S  F OR  DE G R E E S

At this Commencement ceremony, degrees 
are conferred upon persons who completed 
requirements in August and December 
2025. As final action cannot always be 
taken by the time this program is printed, 
the list of candidates here is tentative only. 
The transcript of the University, signed 
and sealed by its proper officer, remains the 

official testimony to the possession of a 
degree. This commencement program lists 
the primary major for each candidate.

The designation of honors is based  
on the final grade point average at the end 
of the summer semester. The final grade 
point average will determine honor 
ranking. If an undergraduate student has 

completed at least 50 credits at Frostburg 
State University with a high cumulative 
grade point average, the scholastic 
achievement is recognized in the honors 
degree, awarded as follows: Cum Laude ( ‡) 
3.400 - 3.649, Magna Cum Laude (†) 3.650 
- 3.899, and Summa Cum Laude (‡) 3.900 
and above.
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  
I N  R E C R E AT I O N ,  PA R K S  
A N D  S P O R T  M A N A G E M E N T

Thomas A. Rinder

Matthew Joseph Wirth

C O L L E G E  O F  B U S I N E S S , 
E N G I N E E R I N G , 
C O M P U T I N G ,  A N D 
A N A LY T I C S

Oluseyi Damilare Adeoye
Information Technology

Steven Raymond Bailey
Business Administration

Lyle Edward Baker †
Accounting

Jada Deshawn Benefield
Business Administration

Cody Allen Blankenship
Information Technology

Yanchen Cai †
Economics

Tabitha Paige Carr †
Business Administration

Wenhan Chen ✢
Economics

Xinqi Chen ‡
Economics

Zhengyang Chen
Economics

Nicholas Wayne Christman
Cybersecurity and Information 
Assurance

Clifton Randall Clark
Cybersecurity and Information 
Assurance

India Clark
Business Administration

Reece Michael Clem
Computer Science

Joshua David Coleman, III
Business Administration

Austin Charles Comeaux ✢
Computer Science

Jordan Anthony Contrino
Cybersecurity and Information 
Assurance

Mateo Cuadros
Business Administration

Junjie Deng
Economics

Xuyang Deng ✢
Economics

Yuting Deng ✢
Economics

Rachel Catherine Duggan ✢
Business Administration

Jingyi Fan, V ‡
Economics

Yutong Fan
Economics

Ling xi Feng
Economics

Xiaoting Gao
Economics

Yiyang Gao †
Economics

Zhiyao He
Economics

Ziying He
Economics

Arly Abigail Hernandez †
Business Administration

Connor Hipp
Accounting

Selena Nicole Holguin ✢
Computer Science

Tongxi Hou †
Economics

Nathan Howard
Business Administration

TianZheng Hu
Economics

Xinyi Hu ✢
Economics

Leyao Huang
Economics

Zexuan Huang ✢
Economics

Abigail Elizabeth Jenkins †
Computer Science

Fanzhe Jiang
Economics

Jin Jiang
Economics

Patrick Pierson Joseph †
Cybersecurity and Information 
Assurance

Meaghan Leigh Keegan
Business Administration

M A S T E R  O F 
E N V I R O N M E N TA L 
M A N A G E M E N T  I N 
S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y
Frostburg State University/
University of Maryland Center 
for Environmental Science 
Joint Degree
Students in this innovative Master of 
Environmental Management degree 
program complete coursework from 
both Frostburg State University and 
the University of Maryland Center 
for Environmental Science. Graduates 
of this program receive a master’s 
degree jointly awarded by FSU and 
UMCES, and they receive a 
distinctive diploma and hood 
symbolizing the partnership between 
the two institutions.

Gage Jason Jacobs

Antonia Renee Zais

Jenna Marie Keller ‡
Business Administration

Mikkel Avwerosuoghene Leblanc
Computer Information Systems

Fengxiang Li †
Economics

Haowen Li
Economics

Mingyao Li
Economics

Qinqi Li
Economics

Weiwei Li
Economics

Yao LI
Economics

Yexuan Li
Economics

Yeying Li
Economics

Ziyi Li
Economics

Zonghan Li
Economics

Joshua Christopher Liller
Economics

Ethan Scott Lindner
Economics

Beijia Liu ✢
Economics

Danni Liu ✢
Economics

Hexiang Liu †
Economics

Jiahao Liu ✢
Economics

Jingxiang Liu
Economics

Junchen Liu
Economics

Runqiu Liu
Economics

Yan Liu
Economics

Yuezhen Liu
Economics

Yujing Liu †
Economics

‡Summa Cum Laude     †  Magna Cum Laude    ✢  Cum Laude
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Zhuxi Liu
Economics

Yuqing Lu
Economics

Jianer Ma
Economics

Zhengyu Mao
Economics

David Lee Marsh
Business Administration

Destiny F. McKenzie
Accounting

Joshua Robert McLaughlin
Computer Science

Spencer Mitchell †
Computer Science

Sean Ryan Mullineaux †
Business Administration

Matthew Murphy
Information Technology

Khayahsi Obasi
Mathematics

Michael Oliver Jay Ogwulu
Business Administration

Zhenjie Peng
Economics

Renee Phillip
Engineering

Michelle Phillips
Business Administration

Lindsay Nicole Poler
Engineering

Tiantian Qiu
Economics

Thomas Madorran Rafferty ✢
Cybersecurity and Information 
Assurance

Ethan Ragno
Cybersecurity and Information 
Assurance

Abbagail G. Rice ‡
Computer Science

Koley Frances Richard ‡
Business Administration

Leah Rosenthal
Business Administration

Victor Wayne Sadler, III †
Business Administration

Evan David Schafer ✢
Computer Science

Lilah Jo Schmidt ✢
Accounting

Jiani Song ✢
Economics

Weiwei Song ✢
Economics

Max Phillip Stein
Business Administration

Anli Tang †
Economics

Hao Tang †
Economics

Peng Tang
Economics

Zichao Tang
Economics

Yunru Tao
Economics

Ziran Tao ✢
Economics

Aron Andemeskel Tsigehet
Computer Science

Chaoyi Wang
Economics

Jiaxu Wang
Economics

Ruoxuan Wang
Economics

Zixuan Wang
Economics

Joshua Warren
Business Administration

Ashley Wells
Business Administration

Yiting Wen
Economics

Benner Matthew Wieman
Business Administration

Chengyu Wu
Economics

Fan Wu
Economics

Xize Wenluo Wu
Economics

Churan Xiao
Economics

Jingwei Xiao †
Economics

Jiaying Xie
Economics

Tingzun Xiong
Economics

Junjie Yang
Economics

Mingzhuo Yang †
Economics

Run Yang †
Economics

Yuxuan Yi
Economics

Shiyu You
Economics

Yutong You
Economics

Xingyu Yu
Economics

Yingjie Yu
Economics

Hui Yuan ✢
Economics

Keyi Yuan ✢
Economics

Yujie Yuan
Economics

Bingni Zeng †
Economics

Luqi Zeng
Economics

Qi Zeng ✢
Economics

Jin Zhan
Economics

Haoxiang Zhang ✢
Economics

Ruojing Zhang
Economics

Siru Zhang
Economics

Tong Zhang ✢
Economics

Xianhao Zhang ✢
Economics

Ziyue Zhang ✢
Economics

Yun Zhao
Economics

Cheng Zhou ✢
Economics

Man Zhou
Economics

Jiao Zou †
Economics

Zhou Zou ✢
Economics

C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C AT I O N , 
B E H AV I O R A L  A N D  H E A LT H 
P R O F E S S I O N S

Sean K. Aaron
Social Work

Angelina Michelle Adams †
Exercise & Sport Science

Adebisi Adedoyin
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Ama Kamaria Albarado
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Isaiah Matthew Alexander
Psychology

Cara Ann Allen †
Elementary Education

Sarah Madison Allgaier
Health and Wellness Education

Sheena Danica Allwood
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Akouvi Apedanou
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Austin Tyler Arnold
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Camryn Marie Baum †
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Cassandra Rose Beeghly ‡
Social Work

Stella Louise Beernink
Psychology

Lauryn Grace Bishoff ‡
Psychology

Kylie Bittner ‡
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Valerie Elizabeth 
	 Boards Buchanan ‡
Exercise & Sport Science

Kyle Bolling
Recreation & Parks Management

‡Summa Cum Laude     †  Magna Cum Laude    ✢  Cum Laude
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Kimberly Beth Brayman
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Claudia Noelle Bremer
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Ava Brenengen
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Kathryn Brignole
Nursing (RN to BSN)

James Henry Briscoe, IV ✢
Recreation & Parks Management

Meredith Katherine Briskey ✢
Social Work

Stephanie Brown
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Merrill John Alexander Brunson
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Hailey Kathleen Bushyager, I
Psychology

Dylan Carey
Exercise & Sport Science

Paige Lynn Carr ‡
Elementary/Middle School 
	 Dual Certification

Kayla Renee Casey
Recreation & Parks Management

Maria Evelin Castillo
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Haley Elizabeth Chapman †
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Eria L’pree Clark ✢
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Jasmine Genevieve Clark
Psychology

Mattesyn Tayler-Angela Crotts †
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Lindsay Rae Crowe
Psychology

Emily Raine Curry
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Edith Davies
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Alexis L. Davis
Social Work

Katie Elizabeth Di Leonardi
Recreation & Parks Management

Tauja Amor Durham
Psychology

Angela Olohigbe Ehikhamenor †
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Helena Nicole Ellis
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Mya J. Ellis
Psychology

Christina Nkiruka Emelogu
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Katelyn Nicole Feaster
Psychology

Shyann Taylor Finkle
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Malorie Ilyssa Gabriel
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Andres C. Galvan
Psychology

Fatime T. Gombo
Psychology

Emilee Jade Graham ✢
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Kaitlyn Anne Green ‡
Exercise & Sport Science

Madison Kayla Gregory
Social Work

Tayanna Gail Gunn †
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Vince Edward Halcomb
Psychology

Grace Arlene Hall
Exercise & Sport Science

Whitney Tucker Hamilton
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Jada Hanlin †
Health and Wellness Education

Zachary George Harpel ✢
Exercise & Sport Science

Addison B. Hawbaker
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Nicole Hazel
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Matthew Paul Helmbrecht
Recreation & Parks Management

Emma Grace Helton ‡
Recreation & Parks Management

Darlene Burns Hesseltine
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Tina Louise Hott
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Jacob Eugene Hutzell
Exercise & Sport Science

Chana Hux
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Jatu Jalloh
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Shayne Lee James
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Nya Lo’ren Jenkins
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Morgan Lee Jernigan
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Betty Johnson-Ivory
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Kristin Marie Kellner
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Haely Nadien Kitis, I †
Social Work

Lindsey Christine Kookaby
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Peyton Koons ✢
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Rebekah Hope Kreunen ✢
Exercise & Sport Science

Kalin Faith Lee
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Myesha L. L.ee
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Isaiah Lester
Exercise & Sport Science

Meghan Nicole Long
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Kayla Pauline Malaspina
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Justin Matthew Marks
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Jaidah Nichelle Martin
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Joshua John Martin, Jr.
Psychology

Anna Louise Martz ‡
Psychology

Tamara Maxwell
Recreation & Parks Management

Edwan Agwah Mbaku †
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Miah Elizabeth McKenzie
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Adria Rose McMillan
Exercise & Sport Science

Kaila Alyssa Mejia ✢
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Dania Yesenia Mendoza
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Miriam Mhizha
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Aimma Ann Miller ‡
Elementary/Middle School 
	 Dual Certification

Katie Anne Miller ‡
Social Work

Reagan Dawn Miller †
Elementary/Middle School 
	 Dual Certification

Sydney Elizabeth Mills
Exercise & Sport Science

Danielle Minnick
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Solana Mottola
Psychology

Morgan Elizabeth Mrizek ✢
Exercise & Sport Science

Nolan Murphy †
Psychology

Alexandra Gabrielle Myers ‡
Exercise & Sport Science

Bushra Nasim
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Victoria Grace Newton
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Myriam Elysee Ngangoua Fotso
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Natasha Elisabeth Paciello ✢
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Marion Francessca Pastore
Exercise & Sport Science

Sierra Fawn Petersheim
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Wesley Allen Phillips †
Recreation & Parks Management

Mitchell Joseph Poppek
Recreation & Parks Management

Madeline Rose Poston
Psychology

Julia Procopio
Nursing (RN to BSN)

‡Summa Cum Laude     †  Magna Cum Laude    ✢  Cum Laude
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Karis Gayle Purks
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Samantha Reece †
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Savanna Irean Reitz ‡
Recreation & Parks Management

Jacob Thomas Ritchie
Exercise & Sport Science

Luis Manuel Rodriguez †
Exercise & Sport Science

Andrea Jill Roque
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Alexander John Roy
Recreation & Parks Management

Katherine Ruckert †
Psychology

Shavene Ryals ✢
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Chelsea Rose Sabota
Nursing (LPN to BSN)

Erin Salopek
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Hailey Sharp ‡
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Casey Shea
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Peyton Sheffler
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Stephanie Lynn Shoul
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Desarae Michelle Sies
Psychology

Allyson Jayde Skidmore †
Elementary Education

Lindsey Bryant Skidmore †
Elementary Education

Addison Lavonne Thamer Smith
Psychology

Luka Daniel Smith ✢
Exercise & Sport Science

Nathan Troy Snyder †
Exercise & Sport Science

Precious Shyneice Steel
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Aaron Hasson Stephens
Recreation & Parks Management

Sadie Nicole Strawderman
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Janiyha Donyell Strong
Social Work

Caleb Michael Sullivan
Recreation & Parks Management

Comfort Tabe
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Arizona Nicole Thomas
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Hailie Jade Toro ‡
Social Work

Zaria Michelle Walker
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Nathan Jeffrey Warnick †
Social Work

Danielle Margaret Wells
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Molly Alison Wentling †
Exercise & Sport Science

Mykell Marion Wicks
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Madison Paige Wigger
Psychology

Amanda Paige Wilde
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Jordan Williams
Psychology

Emma Grace Wilt ✢
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Joshua Aaron Winner
Recreation & Parks Management

Jennifer Grace Witt †
Psychology

Sherita Wood
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Cheyenne Autumn Wroten
Nursing (RN to BSN)

Dawson Yoder
Nursing (RN to BSN)

C O L L E G E  O F  H U M A N I T I E S , 
A R T S ,  A N D  S C I E N C E S

Anderson Drew Alridge
Criminal and Legal Studies

Grace Lynn Armendariz
Wildlife & Fisheries

Jaylen Marcus Bell
Sociology

Mica Visser Biamonte ‡
English

Briana Marie Bryant
Health Science

Cameron Lee Burrier
Health Science

Junqi Chen ‡
Art & Design

Qi Chen ✢
Art & Design

XingZi Chen †
Art & Design

Xuan Chen †
Art & Design

YinYi Chen ‡
Art & Design

Hailee M. Clawson ‡
Art & Design

Ashlynn Natalia Cooper
Art & Design

Joshua Cotto
Law & Society

Alexis Christine Council
Liberal Studies

Sophie Paige Cramer ‡
Mass Communication

Everett Shemar Croslin
Liberal Studies

Graham Victor Dahle ‡
Law & Society

Jennifer Y. Davis †
English

Tykera Nazhae Davis
Liberal Studies

Samantha Leigh Defelice ‡
Liberal Studies

Qinke Deng
Art & Design

Demetric Denson
Liberal Studies

Zhixuan Dong ✢
Art & Design

Carly Jean Ehrenfeld
Liberal Studies

George Matthew Feiser
Liberal Studies

Catherine Reina Fijn
Geography

Lacy Elizabeth Fornwalt ✢
Liberal Studies

Shanfu Gao ✢
Art & Design

Andrew Keith Gaughan ✢
Criminal and Legal Studies

William Henry Gilligan †
Wildlife & Fisheries

Emily Jimenna 
	 Guardado Toledo ‡
English

Jingyi Han ✢
Art & Design

Jaelynn Alexandra Harris ✢
Wildlife & Fisheries

B A C H E LO R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  E N G I N E E R I N G
University of Maryland, College Park/Frostburg State University  
Collaborative Program in Mechanical Engineering 
During this Commencement, the University recognizes students who have 
successfully completed the collaborative program in mechanical engineering 
offered by the University of Maryland, College Park and Frostburg State 
University. In this unique program, students achieve their degrees through a 
combination of traditional classroom instruction and interactive video coursework.

While these students have officially earned their degrees from the A. James 
Clark School of Engineering of the University of Maryland, we extend a special 
recognition of their achievements on our campus and as FSU students in spirit.

Peyton James Bell
Mechanical Engineering

Jarrett James Pennington
Mechanical Engineering
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Trent J. Harris ‡
History

Maria Hite ‡
Emerging Media

Yuanmin Hong †
Art & Design

Emanuel Jason Jackson, Jr.
Liberal Studies

Avery Marie Jacobs
Health Science

Zhichao Jin
Art & Design

Jesse M. Ketterman †
Liberal Studies

Jordan Kline
Theatre

Chloe Annette Kraisser
Art & Design

Guangcheng Li †
Art & Design

Jiaqi Li
Art & Design

Xin Liang ‡
Art & Design

Phoebe Lingold ‡
English

Bryant Litton
Liberal Studies

Duruo Liu ✢
Art & Design

Ruining Liu †
Art & Design

Yadan Liu ‡
Art & Design

Yiqi Liu ‡
Art & Design

Yihao Long ✢
Art & Design

Cheng Lu ‡
Art & Design

Xingyi Luo †
Art & Design

Lubangwe Hussein Luwi
Health Science

Kaitlyn Chanel Mableton
English

Reagan Elizabeth Mangum ✢
Biology

Dianjia Mao †
Art & Design

Sophia Maust
Health Science

Kevin McCarthy
Liberal Studies

Colleen Frances Milligan ‡
Liberal Studies

Isabella Mongelluzzo †
Philosophy

Sarah Morrison
Multidisciplinary Studies

Lacey Elizabeth Moyers
Wildlife & Fisheries

Anthony Phuc Nguyen
Liberal Studies

Sohna Nyan
Multidisciplinary Studies

Adaeze Ahbeshune Okoro
Political Science

Kelsey Nicole O’Neal †
Health Science

Siqi Ouyang †
Art & Design

Xiao Peng †
Art & Design

Yixuan Peng, II ‡
Art & Design

Andre Joseph Perras
Liberal Studies

Anna Miriam Phillips †
Health Science

Emilia Porter †
Health Science

Phoebe Dianne Puffenbarger ‡
Art & Design

Ethan L. Pusey
Health Science

Junpeng Qiu ✢
Art & Design

Erica Katherine Records †
Music

Raemyn J. Richardson
Mass Communication

Connor Gregory Schweikart
Wildlife & Fisheries

Annika Grace Shunk ✢
Social Science

Michael Simanski ‡
Liberal Studies

Sarah Renee Slack †
Theatre

Yunhan Song †
Art & Design

Abigayle Marie Spangler ‡
Health Science

Elizabeth Marie Stanley
Law & Society

Colleen Mckenna Sullivan ‡
Health Science

Congyao Tan ✢
Art & Design

Wenqing Tan †
Art & Design

Zishuo Tang ‡
Art & Design

Medhane Mehari Tekhle
Geography

Logan Tokle
Wildlife & Fisheries

Alexis Turnquest
Wildlife & Fisheries

Faith Ukaegbu
Health Science

Chloe Lynn Vallon ✢
Art & Design

Kuan Wang
Art & Design

Qiongyu Wang †
Art & Design

Xiangyu Wang †
Art & Design

Emily S. Watt
Law & Society

Bailey Addison Werner †
Health Science

Chee-Behn Wesseh
Liberal Studies

Alexander John Whitton †
Social Science

Kevin Cornell Wise
Wildlife & Fisheries

Carrington Wright ✢
Art & Design

Joseph Theodore Wroblewski
Theatre

Ke Wu ✢
Art & Design

Nan Wu
Art & Design

Shijia Wu ✢
Art & Design

Siao Xie, II
Art & Design

Dianzi Xu ‡
Art & Design

Zixuan Xu †
Art & Design

Jiawen Yan
Art & Design

Chujun Yang †
Art & Design

Ruoxi Yang †
Art & Design

Yadi Yang ✢
Art & Design

Qiuyun Yin †
Art & Design

Wenzhuo Yu
Art & Design

Zixian Yu ✢
Art & Design

Jiaqi Yuan †
Art & Design

Qi Zeng ✢
Art & Design

Botao Zhang ✢
Art & Design

Chunhui Zhang †
Art & Design

Hanlin Zhang ✢
Art & Design

Jiajin Zhang †
Art & Design

Xuanang Zhang
Art & Design

Zuiqi Zhang
Art & Design

Muyang Zhou
Art & Design

Shuyan Zhou †
Art & Design



TODAY, YOU OFFICIALLY JOIN THE PROUD BOBCAT ALUMNI COMMUNITY!

For more than 125 years, Frostburg State has grown from a small 
institution preparing teachers into the vibrant, comprehensive 
university you now call your alma mater. You are part of a network 
nearly 50,000 strong—alumni who have made their mark in 
business, education, public service, health care, technology, the arts, 
and so much more. Their achievements have helped shape the 
reputation and strength of the FSU Alumni Association, a 
community in which you now play a vital role.

FSU alumni have always been champions for the students who 
follow in their footsteps. They create pathways for internships and 
mentorships, open doors to professional opportunities, and provide 
financial support that fuels scholarships, programs, and 
transformative experiences. Every graduate today has benefitted from 
the generosity, guidance, and commitment of alumni who believed in 
paying it forward. Now, we invite you to continue that tradition.

During your time as a student, you were encouraged to connect 
with your classmates, faculty, and campus community—and to seize 
opportunities that enriched your Frostburg experience. As an alum, 

FROSTBURG STATE UNIVERSIT Y
101 BRADDOCK ROAD

FROSTBURG, MARYLAND 21532-2303

Follow the Frostburg State University Alumni 
Association on social media to stay up to date on 

what is happening at your alma mater!

OFFICE OF ALUMNI RELATIONS

PHONE: 301-687-4068 | FAX: 301-687-4069
EMAIL: alumni@frostburg.edu
frostburg.edu/alumni

continuing to build those connections will play an equally important 
role in your journey. The FSU Alumni Association is here to help you 
grow your network, stay engaged, and give back in ways that make a 
meaningful impact.

Consider this an open invitation—next month, next year, and 
throughout your lifetime—to stay involved. Come back for 
Homecoming & Family Weekend. Volunteer to speak in the 
classroom. Help recruit future Bobcats. Offer an internship in your 
workplace. Support #BobcatGivingDay. Cheer on our athletic teams. 
Share your experience with current students. No matter your interest 
or schedule, there is a place for you in this community, and I am 
happy to help you find the opportunity that fits you best.

Congratulations, Bobcat alumni! We are incredibly proud of you.

Welcome to a lifelong network of connection, pride, and possibility.

Shannon Gribble ’98
Director of Alumni & Donor Relations



P R I N T E D  O N  PA P E R  W I T H  R E C YC L E D  CO N T E N T
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T H E  B OA R D  O F  R E G E N T S  O F  T H E 
U N I V E R S I T Y  S Y S T E M  O F  M A R Y L A N D 

Linda R. Gooden, Chair

Geoff J. Gonella, Vice Chair

William T. “Bill” Wood, Treasurer

Ellen Fish, Assistant Treasurer

Kevin Atticks, ex officio

Harry Coker, Jr., ex officio

Sherri N. Blount

Michelle A. Gourdine, M.D.

Anwer Hasan

Robert Hur

Isiah (Ike) Leggett

Yvette Lewis

Charles T. (Tom) McMillen

Andy Smarick

Michele Speaks

Dana B. Stebbins, Esq.

Dhruvak Mirani, Student Regent

Rayne Rivera-Forbes, Student Regent

F R O S T B U R G  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  F O U N DAT I O N  
B OA R D  O F  D I R E C TO R S 

E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E

President
Mr. Patrick Friel ’88 

Vice President
Mrs. Timi M. Hadra ’99

Secretary
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Rhodes ’86

Treasurer
Mr. Larry McKenzie ’94/M’01

Assistant Treasurer
Mr. Gregory H. Getty

Immediate Past-President
Mrs. Sandra D. Adams ’86

AT  L A R G E

Mr. Thomas N. Creamer ’82

Mrs. Gladys W. Faherty ’55

Ms. Leslie Ludwig ’83

E X - O F F I C I O

Executive Director
Mr. John T. Short, Jr., J.D.

FSU Interim President
Dr. Darlene Brannigan Smith

Alumni Association President
Mr. Joseph W. Lambert ’79

Chair of the Faculty
Dr. Justin Dunmyre

Student Government Assoc. President 
Ms. Emma J. Craddock

D I R E C TO R S

Mrs. Maureen T. Brewer ’88/M’90

Ms. Lisa V. Byrd ’94

Mr. Chadfield B. Clapsaddle

Mr. Kenneth R. Coffey, II ’77

Mr. Jeffrey D. Cornelius ’78

Colonel Ronald G. Forrester 67

The Honorable Donald C. Fry ’77

Mr. J. Matthew Gilmore ’99

Steven N. Glasbrenner, C.P.A. ’18

Mrs. Robyn Hager-Sine ’76

Mr. Zachary T. Heeter M’16

Mrs. Diane Hurd ’87

Mr. Joseph W. Lambert ’79

Kristofer Lyon ’91

Mr. Alfred E. Martin ’75

Ms. Estelle M. Martin ’77

Mrs. Jessica L. Masser, D.O. ’01

Mrs. Michele L.M. Mutschler ’98

Mr. Buster Nelson, Jr. ’77

Dr. Benjamin N. Norris ’04

Mr. J. Stokes ’09

Mr. Jason A. Sweitzer

Ms. Kathryn K. Williams ’00

Mr. Anthony P. Zook ’82

F R O S T B U R G  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

Dr. Darlene Brannigan Smith, Interim President

Dr. Michael B. Mathias, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs

Dr. Sharman Siebenthal Adams, Associate Provost

Dr. Sara-Beth Bittinger ’00/D’17, Associate Vice President and Accreditation Liaison Officer

Ms. Jennifer M. Walsh, Esq., Senior Associate Vice President, Division of Advancement

	 and Regional Engagement

Mr. Troy Donoway, Vice President for Administration and Finance

Mr. John T. Short, Jr., J.D., Vice President for Advancement and Regional Engagement

	 & Executive Director, FSU Foundation, Inc.

Dr. Steven Combs, Interim Dean, College of Humanities, Arts & Sciences

Dr. Keith E. Terry, Assistant Dean, College of Humanities, Arts & Sciences/Chair of Education Professions

Dr. Rebekah Taylor, Chair, Department of Biology

Dr. Matthew Crawford, Chair, Department of Physical & Environmental Sciences

Dr. Kevin Knott, Chair, Department of Communication & Literature

Dr. Travis English, Chair, Department of Digital Media & Visual Arts

Dr. Brent Weber, Chair, Department of Music, Theatre & Dance

Dr. John McMullen, Chair, Department of Law, Society & Humanities

Dr. Sudhir Singh, Dean, College of College of Business, Engineering, Computing & Analytics

Dr. Ali Ashraf, Associate Dean, College of Business, Engineering, Computing & Analytics

Dr. Chelsea Schrader, Chair, Department of Accounting, Economics & Finance

Dr. Michael Monahan, Chair, Department of Management & Marketing

Dr. Michael Flinn, Chair, Department of Computer Science & Information Technologies

Dr. Jamil Abdo, Chair, Department of Engineering & Sustainable Technologies

Dr. Marc Michael, Chair, Department of Mathematics

Dr. Boyce C. Williams, Dean, College of Education, Behavioral & Health Professions

Dr. Yum Nguyen, Interim Assistant Dean, College of Education, Behavioral & Health Professions

Dr. Janet Mattern, Chair, Department of Educational Professions

Dr. Kara Platt, Chair, Department of Nursing

Laurarose Dunn-O'Farrell, Chair, Department of Physician Assistant Medicine

Dr. Erica Kennedy, Chair, Department of Psychology & Social Work

Dr. Jacqueline Durst, Chair, Department of Kinesiology & Recreation and Parks Management

Today’s ushers are volunteers from the staff and students of the FSU community.

A sincere and very special acknowledgement goes to all those who have contributed  
their time and energy into making this event possible.

C O M M E N C E M E N T  C O M M I T T E E

Ms. Brittni Kaetzel ’12, Director

Ms. Mia Cross M’03

Ms. Jenifer Femi

Ms. Shannon Gribble ’98

Mr. Ed Lemire

Ms. Nicole McDonald

Ms. Lee Ann Nightingale ’04/M’12

John C. Ralston, Jr., Chief of Police

Ms. Jodi Ternent ’98

Mr. Mark Williams

Ms. Donna Yoder



#FROSTBURG GRAD

We invite you to share your favorite Commencement moments  
with us on social media with the hashtag

@FrostburgStateUniversity @FrostburgState


