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41st Annual

2024
OF CHILDREN’S  LITERATURESPRING FESTIVAL

Educators from MD & PA can earn

Continuing Professional 

Development Credits

Workshops will feature  

topics on reading strategies,  

motivation, inclusive libraries,  

and literature integration



• Bowling wrote her !rst novel in 2017 and has not stopped since.  
She has written 10 novels for middle grades.

• She has won the Reading the West Award, the Sakura Medal, a 
Golden Kite Honor, the William Allen White Children’s Book Award, 
and has been nominated for more than 40 state awards. 

• Her books are Junior Library Guild Gold Standard Selections and 
have been named best books of the year by the Chicago Public 
Library and numerous others.

• She lives in Arizona with her husband, three daughters, and many 
farm animals.

• Khan is Pakistani-American Muslim who was born and raised in 
Maryland.

• She enjoys writing about her culture and religion, but has written 
about many other additional topics, from spies to space travel.

• She also spends time writing and editing for international 
organizations that work to improve health around the world. 

• Khan spends her time exploring her obsession with Spain, ceramic 
tiles, pottery, food, "amenco, and co#ee, but can also be found in 
the kitchen cooking or baking for those she loves most. 

• Morrison started his journey as a gra$ti artist in New Jersey; 
however, it was the opportunity to tour with music artist, Sybil, as a 
breakdancer, and a visit to the Louvre Museum in Paris that opened 
him up to new artistic and creative avenues.

• He strives to capture people as they are, translating emotions 
through his paintings, and leaving a memoir of our life and times 
today. His work depicts African-American livelihood in a way that is 
familiar and comforting to those who often feel histories have been 
forgotten and culture has been usurped. 

• He lives in Atlanta, Georgia, with his wife and !ve children.

• Yoon was born as Yoon, Ah in Busan, Korea, and raised in a rural 
town. It was not until the age of 4 that she moved to the United 
States, where she was given the name “Salina.”

• She is an author, illustrator, and format designer of nearly two 
hundred innovative novelty books for young children, specializing 
in formats that are unique and interactive. 

• She enjoys creating books that have play-appeal, like Rock & Roll 
Colors; that make kids laugh and learn like Opposnakes; and that 
surprise and mesmerize like Kaleidoscope.

• She works out of her home studio, and lives in San Diego, California, 
with her husband, artist Chris Polentz, and their two sons. 
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Saturday, April 27Friday, April 26
10 AM R. Margaret Hamilton  
 Children’s Hour  
 Frank Morrison
 Education & Health Sciences Center
 (EHSC), Room 208

5:45 PM Registration & Book Sales 
 Lobby, EHSC

6 PM Alumni Network Hour/Reception
 Light Appetizers/Open Bar 
 (Beer, Wine, Soda)
 CLC – Room 219A, EHSC 

7 PM Opening: Dr. Boyce Williams 
 Dean, FSU College of Education and  
 Health & Natural Sciences
 Drama Theatre 
 Pealer Performing Arts Center (PAC) 

7:10 PM Betty R. Roemmelmeyer  
 Advocate Award Presentation 
7:20 PM Presentation: Hena Khan
 Drama Theatre, PAC

8:10 PM Break

8:20 PM Presentation: Frank Morrison
 Drama Theatre, PAC

9:10 PM •  Reception 
 •  Book Sales 
 •  Open Autographing 
 •  Silent Auction Browsing

Start your day at the Education & Health  
Sciences Center
7:30 AM •  Registration 
 •  Complimentary Breakfast 
 •  Book Sales 

8:30 AM Welcome: Dr. Ronald Nowaczyk
 President, Frostburg State University 
 Drama Theatre, PAC

8:40 AM CLC Sta! Remarks
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9 AM Presentation: Dusti Bowling
 Drama Theatre, PAC

10 AM Break  
 Book Sales & Silent Auction browsing will be open

10:30 AM Professional Development Workshops 
 Session One 

11:30 AM Luncheon 
 Rooms 116 & 117, EHSC

NOON Silent Auction Closes 

12:25 PM Professional Development Workshops 
 Session Two

1:35 PM Presentation: Salina Yoon
 Drama Theatre, PAC

2:25 PM •  Silent Auction 
  Announcements 
 •  Door Prizes

2:45 PM Open Autographing

Frostburg State University is  located in Frostburg in Allegany  County, Maryland. It is 150 miles  west of Washington and Baltimore and 100 miles 
southeast of Pittsburgh. The University is near U.S. 40  
and o# Interstate 68, at Exit 33.Signs will be posted on campus directing participants to 

the conference location.

8:50 AM Performance from 
 Nate the Great
  Mash-up of songs from the musical
 Drama Theatre, PAC

NEW



1. Writing Books for Children 
Candace Meredith – Author 
This session will discuss the process of writing a children’s 
book from muse, inspiration to putting words to paper. 

2. One Book One School 
Angie Fentress – Media Specialist, Flintstone Elementary, 
Allegany County Public Schools
One Book One School has become an anticipated event 
at this school since it began 8 years ago. Each year, each 
book takes a completely di!erent path, with a whole new 
experience for students and sta! alike. This presentation 
will highlight how it started, what was learned, and 
why it continues each year. With practical tips for 
starting one’s own One Book One School program, this 
presentation can encourage others to take a chance on a 
book that might inspire an entire school.

3. Manga 101: A Crash Course!
Christine Hurley and Kristy Rubeck – 
Library Media Specialists, Washington County Public Schools
Are you feeling overwhelmed with the idea of introducing 
manga to your students? Interested to know what all the 
excitement is about? Wondering where to begin? Look 
no further than Manga 101: A Crash Course. You’ll learn 
the basics of manga, including di!erent manga genres, 
how to read manga correctly, the cultural di!erences in 
the artwork, and why more than 50 percent of the books 
purchased in 2022 were manga titles! You’ll also walk 
away with ideas on how to develop a manga collection, 
teach with manga titles, and take a look at diversity, 
equity, and inclusion in the manga publishing world.

4. AI-Powered ELA
Canyon Lohnas – Program Specialist, 
West Virginia University Public Education Collaborative
The rise of arti"cial intelligence (AI) has ushered in a 
new era of learning. Join teachers from every level for 
a discussion on arti"cial intelligence and its use in the 
classroom. This interactive presentation will include 
a brief overview of AI and ChatGPT, discuss their (dis)
advantages, and provide ideas for harnessing the power 
of AI to enhance reading and writing instruction.

5. Theatrically Read Out Loud! 
Nicole Mattis – Professor of Theatre and Dance, FSU,  
Co-coordinator of FSU’s Mountain Maryland Theatre Festival 
Discover ways to turn your classroom reading experience 
into a theatrical adventure in this interactive workshop. 
Participants will explore the art of delivering story, and 
learn improvisational games designed to entice student 
engagement, listening, imagination, and expression 
during one of the most pleasant times of the school day.

6. Eager to Engage: Using 
Literature to Engage Students and 
Promote Higher Level Thinking
Victoria Glass – Advanced Academics Specialist, 
Frederick County Public Schools
In this session, participants will learn simple and 
e!ective strategies to help engage students with 
literature. Strategies will be shared to assist in creating 
higher-level thinking activities and movement activities, 
and encourage a focus on multiple learning styles. 
Participants will engage in several strategies and walk 
away with a full “toolbox” of resources to increase 
engagement.

7. Just Keep Swimming: 
Developing Perseverance  
Through Computer Science, 
STEAM, and Children’s Literature
Emily Milleson and Jennifer Rankin – Associate Professors, 
Educational Professions Department, FSU
Through the use of quality children’s literature in 
the classroom, educators can help teach students 
the skill of perseverance. This interactive session will 
present a variety of quality children’s books through 
which participants will learn how to teach the skill of 
perseverance, as well as how STEAM and computer 
science can be extended to help students problem solve 
and practice perseverance. 

8. Computational Thinking and 
Problem Solving With Middle  
and High School Students 
Jennifer Bisho! – Associate Professor, MAT Secondary 
Coordinator, Educational Professions Department, FSU
Ellie Bolton – Second-Grade Teacher, Westernport Elementary 
Chesni McKenzie – Elementary School Counselor, 
Northeast Elementary, Allegany County Public Schools 
In this workshop, you will connect literature for 
adolescent-age students through STEM activities that 
are supported through the use of featured books: 
Insigni!cant Events in the Life of a Cactus and Momentous 
Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling.

9. Empowering Educators:  
Using Bibliotherapy to  
Cultivate Emotional Wellness
Jenna Epstein – Assistant Professor, MEd School Counseling,  
Educational Professions Department, FSU
Kirsten Harteis – PA Educator K-12, Socratic Instructor,  
Adult and Youth Mental Health Coach, Shippensburg, PA 
Explore strategies that utilize literature to promote 
emotional health in your life and in your class. 

Books written and illustrated by the 
featured speakers will be available for 
purchase at the Festival.

All purchased books help to defray the 
cost of the Children’s Literature Centre’s 
yearly events. 

Only books purchased at the Festival may 
be placed in Closed Autographing. Other 
books may be autographed during open 
autographing sessions.

BOOK SALES

Visit the website below to reserve books: 

SPEND $100 & GET  

10% OFF  
YOUR PURCHASE

RESERVED BOOKS

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS

www.frostburg.edu/CLCfestival

10. Touchstones of Nature: 
Integrating Nature for  
Everyone’s Well-Being
Annie Young – PreK School Owner/Teacher
Tony Martirano – Former Elementary School Teacher,  
Professional Musician, Tony M. Music School Programs,  
Martinsburg, WV
This engaging, interactive workshop will share the research 
behind the bene"ts of nature-enhanced learning and music 
integration in instruction. Bringing music, nature, and 
mindfulness into the classroom bene"ts the students’ and 
teachers’ socio-emotional health. During this workshop, 
speci"c strategies and practical ideas for accessing nature in 
various subject areas will be shared. As always, music is used 
to provide deeper emotional connections and, of course, fun!



Administered by the FSU Foundation and sponsored by the FSU Department of Educational Professions’ Children’s Literature Centre.

Contact Dr. William Bingman, Dr. Sarah O’Neal,  
Dr. Barbara Ornstein, Megan Ford, Anya Flythe,  
or Katie Turbin. 

FSU is committed to making all of its programs, services and activities accessible to persons with disabilities. To request accommodation through the 
ADA Compliance O#ce, call 301-687-3035 or use a Voice Relay Operator at 1-800-735-2258. Frostburg State University is a smoke-free campus.

FOR MORE INFORMATION Children’s Literature Centre 
Frostburg State University
101 Braddock Rd., Frostburg, MD 21532-2303
Phone 301-687-3133  |  clc@frostburg.edu

Submit one registration form per participant. Forms may be 
photocopied for additional registrants. Registration will be limited  
to 350 attendees. 

Group Rates
Group registration will be given to four or more individuals attending 
from the same school. Registrations must be mailed together. 
Available through March 22, 2024.

Bring a Friend Discount!
If you bring a new friend to the Festival, you receive $5 OFF 
your regular registration price. To participate in this special 
promotion, the two registrations must be mailed together. Online 
registration does not apply. For more information, contact the 
Children’s Literature Centre. Available through March 22, 2024.

Festival Scholarships Available
The Annetta H. and Lloyd M. Marshall Elementary Education 
Endowed Fund, through the FSU Foundation, Inc., provides a full 
scholarship to the Festival for FSU students, and partial scholarships 
to alumni and educators. 

Last day to register is April 15

REGISTRATION FORM – 2024 SPRING FESTIVAL OF CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

Name     

Home Phone   Email

School or Agency Where Employed  County/State

Home Address    

City    State Zip

Registration also available online at www.frostburg.edu/clc

Total Bill: 
 Registration Fee (from above)    _________________

 Contribution to a CLC Endowment _________________

 I would like to give to the:  

2. Further information
  This is my !rst time attending the Festival.
  I have attended a previous Festival at FSU.   

 _____ # of years
	 Frostburg State University Alumni

3. Professional Development Credit
 I would like to receive Maryland PDC:  Yes    No
 I would like to receive Pennsylvania PDC:  Yes    No

4. Art Displays
 Are you interested in having your students create an
 art display for the Festival?     Yes    No

5. Dietary Needs 
  Vegetarian meal  Gluten-free meal  None

  Allergies:  ________________________________

  Other: __________________________________

Please Print

1. Payment – Make checks payable to FSU Foundation, Inc. (memo CLC)
  Both Days Friday Only Saturday Only
 Single Attendee, Through March 27, 2024 $70.00 $40.00 $55.00

 Single Attendee, After March 27, 2024 $80.00 $50.00 $65.00

 Full-Time FSU Student $38.00 $20.00 $30.00

 Group (4 or more), Through March 22, 2024 $65.00 $35.00 $40.00
	Group Name: _____________________ (per person) (per person) (per person)

Total :______________

	 Brodell Children’s Literature Endowment 
  Mary K. Finan Endowment for the Children’s Literature Centre
	 Children’s Literature Centre Endowed Fund 
  Annetta H. and Lloyd M. Marshall Elementary Education Endowed Fund

Find us on:
 www.facebook.com/clcfsu
 @fsuclc 
 www.pinterest.com/CLC1982
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In conjunction with the Spring Festival, children ages 
3-12 are invited to attend the Children’s Hour at various 
locations on Friday, April 26. Speakers will make a 
45-minute age-speci!c presentation to share the 
process of writing and/or illustrating.
• Frank Morrison – 10 AM  
 FSU Education & Health Sciences Center
• Dusti Bowling 
 All Allegany County Middle Schools*
• Hena Khan  
 Flintstone Elementary
• Salina Yoon  
 George’s Creek Library 

R. MARGARET HAMILTON 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH HOUR

* See the website  
 below for details.

www.frostburg.edu/clc

Detach the registration form and  
send the completed form to: 
CLC REGISTRATION  
c/o Dr. William Bingman 
Department of Educational Professions  
Frostburg State University 
101 Braddock Road 
Frostburg, MD 21532-2303
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