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• Author of numerous nonfiction chapter books, including Surviving Hitler: 
A Boy in the Nazi Death Camps; Enemy Child: The Story of Norman Mineta, a 
Boy Imprisoned in a Japanese American Internment Camp During World War II; 
Orphan Train Rider: One Boy’s True Story; and We Rode the Orphan Trains. 

• Her goal is to “link the past to the present, to show that young people called 
upon to behave heroically have that power within themselves, and that all of 
us can find something redeeming, even in the worst of circumstances.”

• Winner of the Boston Globe-Horn Book Award for Orphan Train Rider: One Boy’s 
True Story and the Midland Author’s Award for Pioneer Girl.

• Worked as a newspaper reporter, magazine editor, and high school English  
and history teacher.

• Author, illustrator, and format designer of nearly 200 novelty books for  
young children. Specializes in formats that are unique and interactive, 
including Rock & Roll Colors, Opposnake, Pinwheel, Kaleidoscope, as well as  
The Penguin, The Bear, and The Duck, Duck, Porcupine series books.

• Recipient of numerous awards, including the 2018 Geisel Honor for My Kite Is 
Stuck! and Other Stories.

• Loves to create books that have play-appeal, make kids laugh and learn, and 
surprise and mesmerize.

• Born in Busan, Korea, and moved to the United States at the age of 4. Lives in 
San Diego, Calif., with her husband and two children.

• Author and illustrator of New Kid, the first graphic novel to receive the  
Newbery Award. Additionally, New Kid earned the Coretta Scott King award – 
the first book to win both awards in the same year.

• Class Act, companion book to New Kid, and published in 2020, was one of the 
School Library Journal Best Graphic Novels of 2020, as well as a Kirkus Best 
Middle Grade Book of the Year.

• Created  “Mama’s Boyz,” a syndicated comic strip, which has received the 
African American Literary Award five times.

• Co-founder and co-producer of the Schomburg Center’s Annual Black Comic 
Book Festival. 

• Co-wrote the middle grade prose novel, The Offenders: Saving the World While 
Serving Detention! with his sons, Jaylen and Aren. 

• Author and illustrator of the New York Times’ bestseller, We Don’t Eat Our 
Classmates, and the Mother Bruce series, which includes Mother Bruce,  
Hotel Bruce, Bruce’s Big Move, Santa Bruce, and Bruce’s Big Storm.

• Recipient of the Ezra Jack Keats New Illustrator Honor and the E.B. White Read 
Aloud Award.

• Always wanted to be a cartoonist, and spent his childhood reading comics, 
eating cheese sandwiches, and climbing trees.

• Resides in Southern Maine (after living in the woods, at the end of the ocean, 
in a desert, in a city, on an island, and in another country) and works in a little 
cabin tucked in the woods behind his house.
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  Festival Schedule .

  Question & Answer Sessions: 30-minute live Zoom session with each speaker .

All Featured Author & Illustrator Presentations will be available to view beginning at 9 AM  
on their scheduled date, and will be available to view until 11 PM on Saturday, May 1.

 All Presentations and Workshops Available Until 11 PM. |  SATURDAY, MAY 1.

SATURDAY, APRIL 24 .FRIDAY, APRIL 23 .

Ryan T. Higgins .
Question & Answer Session . 
5 to 5:30 PM .  

Andrea Warren .
Question & Answer Session .
6 to 6:30 PM .

Jerry Craft . 
Question & Answer Session .
1 to 1:30 PM . 

Salina Yoon .
Question & Answer Session .
2 to 2:30 PM .

Festival link will provide access to presentations, Zoom Q & A sessions, and workshops.

  Featured Author & Illustrator Presentations  .

  Available at 9 AM .

  Professional Development Workshops  .



1. Life Lessons From a Sled Dog. (P, L, G)
 Denise Lawson  |  Publicist, Illustrator, and Author, Springfield, VA.
 Meet the author/illustrator of the Black Bear Sled Dog book series, 

and the real sled dogs that inspired the stories. Through Life Lessons 
From a Sled Dog, audiences learn about sled dog life in the Alaskan 
bush in an entertaining and immersive format, through the eyes of 
the musher and the sled dogs. Topics include: think like a musher 
and plan for the unexpected; run like a sled dog and be a part of the 
team; and explore hands-on activities that encourage creativity and 
cooperation. Don your virtual parka, and join a virtual expedition 
along the Yukon River!  

2. Books Alive!  (P, L, G)
 Donna Hughes  |  Youth Services Division Head,  

Handley Regional Library, Winchester, VA
 Storytelling enhances reading comprehension, and is a great way 

to engage the listener as a reader and participant. Join us to bring 
forth your story sharing skills. This session will include storytelling 
with props; storytelling through movement; stories enhanced by 
rhythm, music, and rhyme; and puppetry. Ideas will be shared for 
younger and older audiences. Resources for enrichment and lots  
of use-now ideas round out the interactive session. 

3. A Flash of Lightning: 
 Sparking Meaningful Discussion Through Socratic Seminar 

and Philosophical Chairs  (I, M)
 Jodi Eirich  |  Associate Professor.   Ashley Armbruster  |  Student . 

Department of Educational Professions,  
Frostburg State University

 Participants will learn how to lead their students through thought-
provoking discussions of text. Strategies will be presented to  
enable students to facilitate their own discussions that begin  
with “big” questions, and require them to think critically  
and analytically.

4. Read the Rainbow:  
 LGBTQIA Books in the Classroom and Library  (ALL)
 Christine Hurley  |  Lead Secondary Librarian,  

Boonsboro Middle School, Washington County, MD.

 Ace Schwartz  |  Sixth- and Seventh- Grade Science Teacher,  
Shipley School, Philadelphia, PA.

 To help our LGBTQ+ students see themselves and others through 
the characters they read about, it is critical that they see their 
reflections staring back at them as they read books from our 
libraries. Participants will walk away with a basic understanding 
of LGBTQ+ terms and identities (including pronouns), as well as 
a comprehensive K-12 and bilingual booklist of quality children’s 
literature by diverse authors/illustrators.

The following key represents a suggested audience,  
but in no way limits the speaker or participants to this area:

P = Primary . I = Intermediate . M = Middle .  
L = Library/Media . G = General . 

5. A School Library CAN Mean the WORLD. (ALL)
 Ali Schilpp  |  Media Specialist,  

Northern Middle School, Accident, MD.
 This presentation will show how to connect students with peers, 

educators, and experts to introduce new cultures, people, and 
places through school libraries – the ideal place for students to 
make authentic connections in a technology-driven world. Being 
a digital citizen and global collaborator must be experienced in 
tandem – within our school libraries!

6. There is NO Correlation Between IQ and Ease  
of Learning to Read. (ALL)

 Lois Letchford  |  Author/Literacy Specialist, Troy, NY. 
 Phonemic awareness is an essential component of early  

literacy. However, when children struggle with this fundamental 
component, what can teachers do? What other challenges must 
teachers be aware of? This session will examine the complexities 
of literacy instruction for the most vulnerable students. 

7. Utilizing Children’s Literature to Foster Emotional 
Literacy and Well-Being. (P, I, L)

 Eibhlín Ryan.
 Doctoral Educational and Child Psychologist-in-Training, 

Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, Ireland .
 The therapeutic benefits of children’s literature are often 

overlooked. Many children find it difficult to recognize, articulate, 
and cope with difficult emotions such as anxiety, sadness, 
disappointment, and anger. This workshop will provide insights 
into how children’s literature can be used in the classroom to 
provide a safe and sensitive context for children to understand 
their feelings, and how to develop practical coping strategies to 
deal with challenges they may face as they grow up. Exemplary 
texts and practical classroom strategies that foster a greater 
understanding of emotions and developmental challenges  
will be shared.

  Professional Development Workshops .



Name .      Home/Cell Phone .   Email .

Home Address .     City .    State .  Zip .

School or Agency Where Employed .    County/State .

2. Further information
   This is my first time attending the Festival. 
   I have attended a previous Festival at FSU.  
        # of years .

Please Print .

Administered by the FSU Foundation and sponsored by the FSU 
Department of Educational Professions’ Children’s Literature Centre.Contact Dr. William Bingman, Dr. Sarah O’Neal, Dr. Barbara Ornstein,  

Dr. Emily Milleson, Michaela George, Ellie Bolton, and Kameron Brooks.
FSU is committed to making all of its programs, services and 
activities accessible to persons with disabilities. To request 
accommodation through the ADA Compliance Office, call  
301-687-4102 or use a Voice Relay Operator at 1-800-735-2258. 
Frostburg State University is a smoke-free campus.

For More Information

CHILDREN’S LITERATURE CENTRE 
FROSTBURG STATE UNIVERSITY
101 BRADDOCK ROAD, FROSTBURG, MD 21532-2303
PHONE: 301-687-3133  |  EMAIL: CLC@FROSTBURG.EDU

Autographed copies  
of featured speaker  
books* are available  
for purchase via .

Main Street Books, Frostburg, MD
• Main Street Books’ Facebook page
• Email: mainstreetbooks@comcast.net
• Phone: 301-689-5605

All purchased books help to defray the cost of the Children’s 
Literature Centre’s annual events. 

*A list of available titles for purchase will be posted on the CLC website.

(per person)

Mail-in payments must be postmarked by April 8. Online payments accepted until April 10.

Total Bill: 
 Registration Fee (from above)

 Contribution to a CLC Endowment

	  $10   $25   Other 
 I would like to give to the:  
	  Brodell Children’s Literature Endowment .
	  Children’s Literature Centre Endowed Fund .
   Mary K. Finan Endowment for The Children’s Literature Centre .
   Annetta H. and Lloyd M. Marshall Elementary Education Endowed Fund .

Total :

Find us on:
 www.facebook.com/clcfsu
 Instagram: @fsuclc 
 www.pinterest.com/CLC1982

  Registration Form – 2021 SPRING FESTIVAL OF CHILDREN’S LITERATURE .

 Registration Information.
Submit one registration form per participant. Forms may be  
photocopied for additional registrants. Once we have received  
your paid registration, you will receive the following via email: 
• A Festival link to all Featured Presentations, Q & A Sessions, 

Professional Development Workshops, and a list of books  
available for purchase.

• The Festival link will also grant you access to a variety of  
materials that can be used in your classroom.

Group Rates .
Group registration will be given to four or more individuals  
attending from the same school. Registrations must be mailed 
together. Available through March 26, 2021.

Festival Scholarships Available .
The Annetta H. and Lloyd M. Marshall Elementary Education  
Endowed Fund, through the FSU Foundation, Inc., provides a full 
scholarship to the Festival for FSU students and partial scholarships  
to alumni and educators. 

 Book Sales.

  Registration also available online by April 10 at  www.frostburg.edu/clc .

Registration includes access to 
related classroom materials.

Detach the registration form and  
send the completed form to: 

CLC REGISTRATION  
c/o Dr. William Bingman . 
Department of Educational Professions  . 
Frostburg State University . 
101 Braddock Road . 
Frostburg, MD 21532-2303 .

	Group Name:

1. Payment – Make checks payable to FSU Foundation, Inc. (memo CLC)

 General Registration .   $40.00 .

 Full-Time FSU Student .   $25.00 .

 Group (4 or more) through March 26, 2021 .   $35.00 . 

www.frostburg.edu/clc

mailto:clc%40frostburg.edu?subject=CLC%20Spring%20Festival%20of%20Children%27s%20Literature
https://www.facebook.com/clcfsu
https://www.pinterest.com/clc1982/
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