
Frostburg State University Student Participates in Communication Leadership Lab 
Internship 

Frostburg, MD—Frostburg State University (FSU) senior Davonne Walker of 
Stevensville, MD, completed her Capstone experience this Fall 2016. Walker will be 
graduating with her Bachelors in Communication Studies in December 2016. For her 
capstone experience she interned as a Communication Leadership Lab Assistant in the 
Department of Communication. She completed her capstone under the supervision of Dr. 
Elesha Ruminski, Associate Professor and Coordinator of Communication Studies. 
Walker worked alongside two other Lab Assistants. Walker is the daughter of Mary 
Walker, who inspired her to attend college. 

The Communication Leadership Lab allows students the opportunity to gain experience 
and practice in communicating in a real-world setting. Tasks for the internship ranged 
from administrative tasks to event facilitation. During her internship Walker assisted Dr. 
Ruminski with organizing and setting up of department and community events. One of 
the events that Walker was able to assist with was the “Land of 
Plenty” deliberation session, co-sponsored by the Western Maryland Food Council and 
Frostburg Grows.  The goal of the session was to promote deliberation amongst the 
community on the topic of food security in Western Maryland. At the event Walker 
played the role of the note taker. She stated that she enjoyed this role because she was 
able to listen and organize the community’s thoughts/comments. She felt that she played 
a big role in providing faculty mentors with organized feedback that would be helpful for 
their deliberation guide. 

Walker enjoyed gaining experience in communicating civility with the community and 
promoting dialogue among community members. Walker was able to practice and 
develop her knowledge in the field of Communication. She joyfully stated, “All 
the opportunity that I had working with the community will be unforgettable”. Walker 
states “My experience has prepared be to be a more civil and fair leader.” Walker recalls 
her experience helping Dr. Sheri Whalen during the department open house. She 
stated that she enjoyed helping incoming freshman with classes and providing them with 
information for courses in the major. When she graduates, Walker hopes to become a 
regional college recruiter for either Frostburg State University or The College of Notre 
Dame.  

Walker is honored to have had this excellent leadership opportunity. She was able to 
apply and reflect on her prior knowledge gained from academic courses, scholarly 
research, and other experiences. She is happy to have been a part of the Communication 
Studies major at Frostburg and says that she will “miss being able to engage with a 
diverse group of communicators and learning from one of the best departments at 
Frostburg.”  



For more information regarding the Communication Leadership Lab or the 
Communication Studies major at FSU, contact Dr. Elesha Ruminski, program 
coordinator, at (301) 687-4480 or elruminski@frostburg.edu.  

 

 


