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Atop the observation tower at Cove Run Corn Maze: Caylin Salmon, Andrea James, 
Madilyn McManaway and Cherise Jenkins.
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This was the year to 
visit the corn maze. 

Several staff and students 
braved the cold, wind 
and occasional rain and 
headed up to Garrett 
County and Cove Run 

Many of our Upward 
Bound students 

attend either Frostburg 
State or Allegany Col-
lege of Maryland and 
then transfer to FSU.                      
Of the students going to 
FSU, the question re-
mains for some whether 
to live on-or-off cam-
pus. This is certainly 
something to consider 
thoughtfully particular-
ly if you live a distance 
away from campus. If 
you can afford to live on 
campus with the help 
of financial aid or other 
means, it might be very 
worthwhile to consider. 
          Dana Sever-
ance, Director of the Res-
idence Life Office at FSU, 
found some research on 
on-campus living indicat-
ing that “academic prog-
ress and college retention 
are significantly greater if 
students reside on cam-
pus, regardless of race 
or gender.” The research 
also indicated that “the 
effect was strongest for 
students who were ad-
mitted conditionally due 
to the need for remedial 
courses.” (Thompson, 
Samiratedu, and Rafter 
1993). 

Convenience and sense 
of community are other 
advantages. Students are 
within easy walking dis-
tance to classes, the dining 
hall, library, and Lane 
University Center. It’s easy 
to attend events, join clubs, 
and meet friends. Students 
don’t have to worry about 
grocery shopping or paying 
bills. 

One of UB’s freshmen 
this year is planning to 
move to campus next year 
because of finding the 
30-minute drive to be a big 
inconvenience. Another UB 
student who is a junior this 
year is loving living in one 
of the high-rise halls with 3 
of his like-minded friends 
in a suite, where each stu-
dent has a single room. 

There are several 
other options for students. 
Edgewood Commons is a 
popular choice with apart-
ment-style living as well 
as single rooms. Students 
accepted into the Honors 
Program may choose to 
live in designated areas on 
campus and also have an 
option to be assigned to 
single rooms, too.

If a student happens 
to be a freshman there 
is another advantage to 
living on campus. This 
is called the First Year 
Experience Program 
(FYE). This program offers 
special activities and extra 
support for students tran-
sitioning from high school 
to college. 

Another hall hous-
es the S.T.E.M. Program 

(science, technology, 
engineering, or math) for 
like-minded students. In 
addition, female students 
have a single-sex hall 
option. 

In the fall of 2019, a 
new 400 bed high-rise 
residence hall is scheduled 
to open on campus. The 
new hall will be organized 
in the suite style- single 
and double rooms with a 
living room area. 

Obviously there are 
lots of options and advan-
tages to on-campus living. 
UB students considering 
this option should talk to 
the Residence Life Office 
as well as to students al-
ready living on campus. It 
is obviously an individual 
decision, but probably one 
worth at least considering. 

Corn’s Eye View

able to go on a hay ride.  
     Students also consumed 
quite a bit of hot chocolate 
and hot apple cider. Before 
heading back home, stu-
dents roasted hot dogs and 
made s’mores in the fire pit.

Farm’s Corn Maze. Fortu-
nately, students were able 
to explore the maze, visit 
the animals in the barn, and 
play the arm-powered, wa-
ter-pump duck races. Later 
in the afternoon, they were 

There are also many 
jobs to be had involving 
print media. Graduates 
work in journalism for 
magazines and other print 
media. Graphic design is a 
very marketable skill as is 
technical writing. The list 
is long.

Melanie noted that it 
takes time, patience, and 
the ability to self-promote 
in order to break into the 
industry in general. Grad-

in Easton. Besides being     
very colorful, there were          
many hands-on activities 
for the students to try.

A highlight of the 
trip was taking a day to 
visit the Statue of Liber-
ty. Students took a boat 
from New Jersey to Ellis 
Island and from there to 
Liberty Island. Most of the 
students climbed to the 
pedestal of the statue and 
visited the museum inside 
the pedestal. On the way 
back to campus, Upward 
Bound stopped at Antie-
tam Battlefield for a guided 
bus tour of the park.

Field Trip...from Page 3

Congratulations to Upward 
Bound’s 2016 Distinguished Students: 
Bryer Saville, Angel Miller, and Mad-
die Lafferty. These students were hon-
ored recently at UB’s Annual Awards 
Ceremony. 

These students were voted on by 
the faculty and staff as exemplifying 
the Upward Bound Spirit of excellence 
in scholarship and fellowship. The 
awards are bestowed annually at the 
end of the summer program.

uates may have to accept 
entry-level jobs before 
they get the positions that 
they want the most—their 
“dream jobs.” She said that 
it was amazing how many 
things mass communica-
tions majors can do. 

While an undergradu-
ate, a highlight of the year 
is the “Frosty Awards.” 
“The students love it,“ 
enthused Melanie. This is 
a mass communications 
red-carpet extravaganza 

that mirrors red-carpet 
award cere-
monies you 
might see on 
TV. The Cre-
ative Commu-
nications Club 
sets up the event 
and anyone on 
campus can 
enter. There are a wide va-
riety of categories and the 
judges are professionals in 
their fields.

They’re Outstanding

Live on-or-off 
campus?



       Spotlight on Steven Flanagan
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New York, New York

Summer Re-CapSteve has had an extraordinarily long association 
with Upward Bound, one of the longest of any 
other student in the program. He spent four 
years as a student, four as a TC, and two as a 

Spanish teacher. “UB is awesome,” said Steve.
Steve graduated from Arizona State University in 

Tempe, Arizona, last May with two masters degrees, 
one in Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages 
and the other in Spanish Ap-
plied Linguistics. His current 
career aspiration is to apply 
his language knowledge to 
teaching at the college/uni-
versity level. He is currently 
working four jobs and build-
ing his resumé as a teacher. 
He is teaching two high 
school Spanish classes in the 
mornings to “heritage speak-
ers“ (students exposed to the 
language early, but perhaps 
not able to read, write or 
speak fluently).  He is teach-
ing a Spanish 101 class at 
Arizona State as well as one 
at nearby Wilkes University 

in Mesa, Arizona. He is also an instructional aide/con-
sultant at Arizona  State’s School of Letters and Cul-
tures and works with designing on-line instructional 
learning for the department for all different languages. 
Needless to say, he is extraordinarily busy. He enjoys 
living in Tempe, Arizona.

Steve has had in interesting, international edu-
cational background. He graduated from Fort Hill 
in Cumberland in 2005. While an undergraduate at 
Frostburg State, he spent a year studying abroad in Al-
icante, Spain. It was while studying at FSU that Steve 
decided that he wanted to make language a career. He 
commented that before he went to Spain, he didn’t 
speak Spanish very well. It had been a decision for him 
between a career in science or a career in language. He 
decided that he wanted to be a great teacher, and as he 
loved language, he chose to go into that field.

After he graduated from Frostburg State, he 
returned to Spain for 2 ½ years, teaching and honing 
his language skills. Steve commented that living and 
studying abroad changed his life (and the changes 
continue). After Spain, it was off to graduate school at 
Arizona State. 

Steve wants UB students to understand that ed-
ucation, a college education in particular,  is so much 

more than knowing 
things (facts). “Educa-
tion is so important,” 
commented Steve. He 
noted that being in 
Upward Bound puts 
a student in the right 
position to be successful 
in the future. It can help 
a student realize their 
dreams. “Education 
opens doors and gives 
you choices.”

He further com-
mented that a college 
education can help stu-
dents learn how to func-
tion in the real world. In 
college one can learn re-
sponsibility and how to 
collaborate with group 
work. He noted that 
college is a great transi-
tion as a student moves 
forward in life. Steve 
thinks that earning a 
college degree says a lot 
about a person. Among 
other things, it says that 
they have learned how 
to work hard to achieve.

Personally, Steve 
aspires to follow the 
rule of three 8s that 
he learned in Spain: 8 
hours of work, 8 hours 
of sleep, and 8 hours 
of play. Unfortunately, 
Steve is a little shy of 
the 8 hours of play at 
the moment as his work 
week can exceed 70 
hours. He does like to 
play video games when 
he gets a chance and he 
likes to play beach vol-
leyball. He is also open 
to trying new things, but 
at the moment, with his 
full schedule, that is a 
little difficult. 

Steven was a recipient of the 
Spanish Linguistics Award given 
to the best Arizona State 
graduate linguistics student. 
Pictured with Dr. Barbara 
Lafford.

A Summer of Shakespeare 
(Where There’s a WILL 

There’s a Play) surrounded 
Upward Bound students 
this past summer as they 
celebrated 400 years of 
poet/playwright Wil-
liam Shakespeare. The 
Shakespeare theme was 
woven throughout the 
curriculum and residential 
activities as well. 

 Students learned that 
Shakespeare was intended 
to be acted, and they had 
various opportunities to 
act out scenes in class as 

well as attend an acting 
workshop conducted 
by Coty Warn, owner of 
Mountain City Center for 
the Arts. 

Early in the summer 
students took a trip to 
Washington, DC, to take 

a guided tour of the 
Folger Shakespeare 
Library. Students had 

the rare opportunity see a 
Shakespeare “First Folio.” A 
First Folio is the first col-
lected publication of Shake-
speare works and contains 
36 of his plays. Two hundred 
and thirty-five copies are 
known to exist.

Students studied Romeo 
and Juliet and Taming of the 
Shrew in literature class and 
were fortunate to have been 
able to attend West Virginia 
Public Theater’s production 
of the play. Students were 
afforded the opportunity of a 
Q & A session with “Romeo” 

and “Juliet” after the play.       
Later in the sum-

mer, students attended a 
production of The Taming 
of the Shrew at the Penn-
sylvania Shakespeare 
Festival at De Sales 
University. Prior to the 
production, students were 

able to go on a guided 
backstage tour which includ-
ed a visit to the wig 
shop, saw the costumes 
hanging in the halls, 
and another set that the 
company alternated with 
the Taming of the Shrew. 

They had opportunities to 
ask myriad questions. UB 
staff and students alike 
thoroughly enjoyed both 
productions. 

During the extended 
field trip, tours were taken 
of Towson University in 
Maryland and Lafayette 
College and Lehigh Univer-
sity in Pennsylvania. Stu-
dents stayed in a residence 
hall on Lehigh’s campus. 
While staying on campus, 
students took a side trip 
to the Crayola Experience                                                                   

Mass Communication

Major or Minor?
For the past two summers Upward 

Bound has had the unique opportunity to 
use FSU’s TV studio and equipment to film interviews 
and a commercial. These were written and produced 
in UB’s summer writing classes supervised by our 
instructor Deborah Wiles Devlin and coordinated with 
FSU-TV3’s Manager Melanie Lombardi (and also with 
the assistance of Dr. John Lombardi). The TV studio is 
a new, state-of-the-art facility. Not many high school 
students can say that they have worked on projects in a 
professional TV studio. 

As a result of this experience, several students have 
found that they have certain talents and interests in the 
area of media and have expressed interest in going into 
it as a profession. For those UB students considering 
studies in media and communication, they are fortunate 
to have such a facility located on FSU’s campus. 

From FSU’s Mass Communication program’s web 
page we are informed that they “provide students with 
a well-rounded, media-oriented experience while also  
allowing students to create an area of specialization 
such as audio production, video production, media 
management, multimedia design, journalism, public 
relations, events planning, and others.”

Melanie commented that their versatile graduates 
are able to walk out the door with a variety of skills and 
are able to do a wide range of jobs. She noted that cur-
rently media promotion is probably the most popular 
specialty for FSU gradu-
ates. This would involve 
work with advertising 
and sales, experience 
with social media plat-
forms, and being able 
to coordinate events at 
a high level. A graduate 
might work as a wed-
ding planner, organize 
concert venues, coordi-
nate golf tournaments, or 
plan conferences and events for various organizations.

Several FSU graduates currently work at Discov-
ery Communications in Sterling, VA. Other employers 
include the Mid Atlantic Sports Network, Sirius XM sat-
ellite radio, and WBAL in Baltimore. One student went 
to LA and did casting for a reality TV show. That person 
now has a small start-up production company produc-
ing short documentaries. Other grads started out doing 
freelance work as camera operators for the NFL, the Rio 
Olympics, and the Baltimore Orioles before working 
their way into full-time positions.
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Debbie Wiles Devlin and Melanie 
Lombardi

At the Crayola Crayon Experience: 
TC Chenoa Zais, Madilyn
McManaway, Maddie Lafferty, Cherise 
Jenkins, Angel Swauger, TC Erika 
Miller, and TC Hannah Shega.
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HR Emily Pinkham, TC Chenoa Zais, TC Erika Miller, Tabitha Royce, Maddie Lafferty, Jeremiah Robertson,
Angel Swauger, Madilyn McManaway, Angel Miller, Sidney Skidmore, Jayden Nizer, Andrea James, 
Cherise Jenkins,  Samantha Doman, Bryer Saville, TC Bobby Lemaire, Sara Kunkle, and TC Hannah Shega.

Shakespeare First Folio
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